4 June

1956

We plan to leave Montgomery Wednesday morning for Los Angeles by automobile. We should arrive in Los Angeles some time Saturday afternoon. We will
immediately contact you on our arrival.
Sincerely yours,
M. L. King,Jr.,
President
MLKb
P.S. Don’t worry about our meals. Mrs. King and I will arrange to have all our
meals out.
TLc. MLKP-MBU:Box 65.
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To Ross Allen Weston
4 June 1956
Montgomery, Ala.
On 18 May the UnitarianFellowshipfw SocialJustice gave King itsJohn Haynes
Holmes-Arthur L. Weatherly Award for “outstanding leadership in the causefor
socialjustice. ”King was unable to attend the award presentation in Boston. On J I
July King granted the group permission to repint his letter acknowledging the award
in Unitarian Action.’

The Rev. Ross Allen Weston, President
Unitarian Fellowship for SocialJustice
4444 Arlington Boulevard
Arlington 4, Virginia
Dear Rev. Weston:
This is just a note to express my appreciation to you and the members of the
Unitarian Fellowship for SocialJustice for so graciously honoring me by presenting your annual award. I assure you that I will be able at all times to live up to the
noble and sublime principles stated therein. I can assure you that such recognition gives me new determination to continue the struggle for freedom and justice. Moreover, it awakens within my mind the fact that there are persons of good
will in America who are deeply concerned about justice and freedom for all
people, and who are willing to make the noble precepts of democracy living facts
lifted out of the dusty files of unimplemented and forgotten court decisions.
Again, let me apologize for not being able to get to Boston in person. I deeply
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regret that the conflict arose. Please know that I am greatly in sympathy with the
program of The Unitarian Fellowship.
With every good wish, I am
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Sincerely yours,
[signed]

M. L. King,Jr.,
President
MLEb
TLS. UUAR-MH-AH.

To George Lawrence
4 June 1956
[Montgomery,Ala.]
King thanks Lawrence and the Greater New York Committeefor a National Day of
Prayer and Thanksgivingfor organizing the 17 May service at the Cathedral of
St. John the Divine, at which King delivered the sermon.'

The Rev. George Lawrence, Minister of Education
Friendship Baptist Church
144West 131stStreet
New York 27, New York
Dear Brother Lawrence:
This i s just a note to again express my appreciation to you and your very fine
committee from the Protestant Council of New York, for making my stay in New
York such a meaningful one. The program at St.John the Divine was one of the
greatest experiences of my life. I will long remember it. Give my best regards to
Tom Kilgore. I hope I will have the opportunity of seeing you in the near future.
With warm personal regards, I am
Sincerely yours,
M. L. King,Jr.,
President
MLEb
TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 17.

I . George Lawrence (1927-) was secretary of the committee that organized the program at St.John
the Divine and executive chairman of In Friendship. He was minister of education for a short time at
Friendship Baptist Church, where King's friend Thomas Kilgore served as pastor. Lawrence became
pastor of Brooklyn's Antioch Baptist Church in 1959.Throughout the 1950sand 1960she held various
church leadership positions, including press secretary for the National Baptist Convention and director of communications for the Progressive National Baptist Convention.
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