The Reverand Martin Luther King
Pastor
The Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
Montgomery Alabama

I

Oct

‘956

Dear Dr. King:
In my four years of broadcasting I have never had a more enthusiastic listener
response than your sermon delivered at the Mt. Olivet Baptist church evoked!
It was a real pleasure to meet you and your sister personally and I do hope our
paths will cross again before long.
Scores of people telephoned and many more wrote to ask whether you message was available on a record. Their requests have inspired me to visit churches
in our several communities on Sunday mornings to record good sermons and I
hope to make them available to interested listeners possibly mimeographed at
first.
I plan to title them “Sermons to Live By.” Several men have told me about the
magnificent sermon you preached at Denver and I wonder if it would be possible
for you to send me a tape recording of it.
One of my Jewish friends was so impressed with your message that he gave me
a contribution to send you to assist in a small way your very important bus protest
activity.
Should you wish to send him an acknowledgement his name is:
Mr. Sol Dason
Proprietor-Tru Walk Shoe Store
60-15 Roosevelt Ave.,
Woodside, 77
N.Y.
Please accept my very best wishes for continued success!
Sincerely,
[signed] Alma John
Director
The Homemaker’s Club
Radio Station
WWRL
AHLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 60.
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To Viva 0. Sloan
I October 1956
[Montgomery,Ala.]

In a 17 September letter Viva Sloan, an MIA supporterfrom West Virginia, asked

King whether he considered Eisenhower o r Stevenson “the safer o r better leader as
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President . . , on the matter of desegregation. ”Believingthat King knew “thefeeling of
the greater number ofyour people,” Sloan promised to vote as he advised. King reports
that he i s “ina state of indecision. ”Inother lettersfrom the same period he indicated
that “the Negro should be more o f a n independent voter. . . this wouldgive him more
bargainingpower. ”He also explained that he was voting as a “przvate citizen”
without taking a public stand, because the MIA received support from both
Republicans and Democrats.‘

Oct
‘956

Miss Viva 0. Sloan
379 Baldwin Street
Morgantown, West Virginia
Dear Miss Sloan:
Thanks for your very kind letter of September 17, making inquiry concerning
the way the Negro will vote in the coming election. I am of the impression that
the Negro voter will go largely for the Democratic Party. I haven’t fully decided
which candidate I will vote for. In the past I have always voted the Democratic
ticket. At this point I am still in a state of indecision. Stevenson seems to be more
forthright on the race question than Eisenhower, but the Democratic Party is so
inexplicably bound to the South that it does leave doubt in the minds of those
interested in civil rights. Let us all hope that the candidate most concerned with
the welfare for all people of America will win the election.
Sincerely yours,
M. L. King, Jr.,
President
MLRmlb

P.S. There has been nothing published from this office taken from letters received from sympathizers in our cause.2
TLc. MLW-MBU: Box 65.

I.

2.

King to E. F. Rodriguez, 19 September 1956; and King to Arnold Demille, October 1956.
Sloan had asked if the MIA had distributed a newspaper article she had written about the

protest.
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