Do have a nice conference and don’t worry about anything here.

28 May

1958

Sincerely,
Your Gal Friday
TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX z ~ A .

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project

From Ralph Abernathy
28 May 1958
Montgomery, Ala.
On 10 January 1957, the parsonages of Robert Graetz and Ralph Abernathy were
bombed along withfour black churches, including Abaathy S First Baptist Church.
Dexter membersjoined the First Baptist congregation to rededicate the bombed building
on 27 April 1958. King and Abernathy presidedjointly at the service, and New Ywk
minister Gardner Taylmgave the sermon. A month later, Abernathy expresses his
appreciation.’

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Minister
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
454 Dexter Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama
Dear Pastor, Officers and Members:
On behalf of the official family and entire membership of the First Baptist
Church, I am indeed very pleased and happy to express thanks and appreciation
to you for your fine spirit of co-operation genuine support given during the
bombing and rededication of our dear Church. We want you to know that we appreciate to the highest degree your prayers, moral and financial assistance. You
have been more than kind to us. At no moment in our struggle have we felt alone
or discouraged, because we felt your presence and heard your encouraging words.
We are especially grateful to you for closing your doors and joining in worship
with us on Sunday, April 27, the occasion of our Rededication. We want to thank
members of your Choir, the members of your Usher Board, your Deacons, the
members of your lovely Congregation and especiallyyour distinguished Minister,
who had the courage to break away from traditions and score another “first”in
Christendal here in the city of Montgomery. I am certain that nothing like this
has ever occured in our community and it never could have happened this time
had not it been for your great Pastor and for your great spirit.

1. The following day Abernathy sent a letter ofgratitude to the MIA, noting especially the efforts
of the Bombed Churches Committee and the Reconstruction Committee and adding that First Baptist Church “hasbeen rededicated to those same principleswhich caused it to be bombed” (Abernathy
to MIA, 29 May 1958).
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1958

If in the future in any little way First Baptist Church can be of any service to you,
please do not hesitate to call upon us. We stand willing and ready to do whatever
we can to assist you and your Pastor. Again, we are happy to say thanks for having
made our Rededication Service an overwhelming success and for the very liberal
financial assistance you have given all along the way. May God ever bless you and
crown your efforts with success. I remain
Eternally grateful,
[signed] Ralph D. Abernathy (AB)
Ralph D. Abernathy, Pastor
CC: Professor T. H. Randell, Chairman, Deacon Board
Mr. R. D. Nesbitt, Clerk, Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
Mr. William D. Beasley, Clerk, First Baptist Church
TLSr. MLKP-MBU: Box 7 i A.

To Dwight D. Eisenhower
29 May 1958
Cleveland, Miss.
SCLC held its$rst full meeting of 1958 at Haven Methodist Church in Clarksdak,
Mississippi, on 29 May. Described as a lLworkingconference to provide i n j i a t i o n
and know- how on registration and voting, ” it attracted delegatesfrom ten southern
states, including 13ofrom Mississippi alone.’ Meeting the night before the conferace,
the executive board named John Tilky to the post of executive director and Ella Baker
to that of associate director.2Confeence attendees unanimously voted to send the
following telegram.
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1 . Also reported was a “very definite increase in the number of lay leaders and women at this session” (Ella Baker, “ABrief Digest of the Meeting of the SCLC,” z g May 1958; “Leadership Confab To
Be Held In Clarksdale,” Tri-StuteDefah, 17 May 1958).Not all reaction to the meeting was positive.
Roy Wilkins had arranged an invitation to the conference for NAACP registration director John M.
Brooks, who reported on the conference in a 1 June memorandum to NAACP officials: “75% of this
time was spent by ministers praising themselves, the Conference and Rev. King, Jr. 95% of the reports
made on voting and civil rights activitieswere projects of the NAACP. . . .Rev. Shuttlesworth, Rev. Steele,
Rev. Abernathy and Rev. King Sr., through a skill play of words, invoked the thought that the southern Christian Leadership Conference was the only salvation for the Negroes in the &.”
Brooks concluded that SCLC “has a small hard core of leaders that would like to take over the NAACP’s leadership in the south.”
2. Following a morning session on the 2gth, which included a brief statement by King and a keynote address by Tilley on “Why the Church Should Be Interested in Registration andvoting,” the delegates broke up into four workshops, the themes for which had been suggested by Baker earlier in the
month. It was also decided that SCLC would meet as a body twice a year (Baker to King, i g May 1958;
see also Baker, “A Brief Digest,” 2 9 May 1958).

