state’s population-are disfranchised in violation of the 13th, 14th, and
15th Amendments.
We demand that this convention go on record to uphold the second section of the 14th Amendment to the US. Constitution, which calls for the
reduction of representation of states in accordance with their disfranchisement of qualified voters.
We demand that Section IV of Article IV of the U.S. Constitution be upheld
guaranteeing every state a republican form of government. We submit that
states in the deep South which disfranchise 40 to 5 2 % of their populations
do not have a republican form of government. Negroes are denied both
the exercise of the vote and representation.
As an earmark of the fulfillment of these Constitutional rights, we demand
that a Negro citizen be included as a full-fledged member of the Presidential cabinet. The lily-white exclusion of Negro citizens from the top policymaking levels of government must be ended. It is the source-pattern of whitesupremacy state and city governments which exist in the 50 states of the
Union.
We demand that this convention and its candidates take a clear moral stand
against colonialism and racism of all kinds, everywhere, and especially in
Africa where apartheid has led to the massacre of hundreds of people seeking only to live in freedom in their own land.g
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9. Adopted resolution, p. 73: “In this spirit, we hereby rededicate ourselves to the continuing service of the Rights of Man-everywhere in America and everywhere else on God’searth.”King may refer to the March 1960niassacre in Sharpeville, South Africa, againstwhich he had protested (see King
to Claude Barnett, 24 March 1960,pp. 399-400 in this volume).
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Address at NAACP Mass Rally for Civil Rights
io J d y 1960
Los Angeles, Calif.
On the me of the Democratic National Convention, honstrators marched to the convention site where they held a tniefrally. King, Roy Wilkins, Adam Clayton Powell,
and presidential hopeful John E: Kennedy were among those who addressed the marchers
that day Facing scattered boos because of his uneven record on civil rights, Kennedy
told the audience that “the next President of the United States cannot stand above the
battle, engaging in vague sermons on brotherhood.”‘ In this typescrip of his remarks,

I.

‘Cheers and Boos Greet Kennedy at Rights Rally,” Los Angeles Times,

II

July I 960.
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King declares: “The cause ofjustice and freedom has been betrayed by both political
parties.”*

Occasionally we hear both political parties talking of adopting a policy of moderation in the civil rights struggle. Our answer to this is simple. If moderation means
pressing on toward the goal ofjustice with wise restraint and calm reasonableness,
then moderation is a great virtue which all men should seek to achieve in this tense
period of transition. But if moderation means slowing up in the move toward justice and capitulating to the undemocratic practices of the guardians of a deadening status quo, then moderation is a tragic vice which men of good will must
condemn. The fact is that we cannot afford to slow up. The shape of the world today does not afford us the luxury of “standstillism”and token democracy.
Most of the glaring denials,of basic freedoms in the south are done in the name
of “states’ rights”. But “states’rights” are only valid as they serve to protect larger
human rights. I have no opposition to state government. I believe firmly in Jeffersonian democracy, and would not advocate a centralized government with absolute sovereign powers. But I do feel that the doctrine of states’ rights must not
be an excuse for insurrection.
States should have rights, but no state should have the right to do wrong. There
are schools in the south presently closed to Negro students, because the particular state governments refuse to comply with the Supreme Court’s decision. In my
own state of Georgia, the governor and the legislature are threatening to close
the schools next fall in order to avoid complying with a federal court order to de~egregate.~
In such situations, I think the national government has a moral and
practical responsibility to federalize the schools and make it palpably clear to the
world that no state will be permitted to deprive its students, Negro and white, of
an equal education.
The Negro, in his efforts to achieve his rights, is determined to employ only
the highest weapons of dignity and discipline. We will not succumb to the t e m p
tation of flirting with violence or indulging in hot campaigns. In seeking strong
civil rights legislation, we are not seeking to defeat the white man, but to help him
as well as ourselves. The festering sore of segregation debilitates the white man as
well as the Negro.
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2 . According to a press account, King also stated that the demonstration was “indicative that we
consider civil rights one of the most significant and vital issues facing our nation today.” He added that
the protesters had come “to urge the great Democratic party to take this issue seriously and earnestly
plead with them to deal with this issue as one of the basic moral issues facing the world today” (Louis
Lautier, “Rev. Powell Steals Show at NAACP Pre-Convention Rally,” Richmond Afro-Ama’can,2 3 July
1960).
3. In 1959, Atlanta district courtjudge Frank A. Hooper ordered the local board of education to
prepare a plan to desegregate the city’s schools. The board proposed gradual desegregation, but this
plan met opposition from Georgia governor Ernest Vandiver. The following year, Vandiver created the
General Assembly Committee on Schools, chaired by Georgia lawyerJohn A. Sibley, to investigate o p
tions to resolve the school crisis. In April 1960,the committee was unable to reach an unanimous decision and released two different plans.
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The cause of justice and freedom has been betrayed by both political parties.
We have looked patiently to Washington for our Constitutional rights, and then
we have found a conspiracy of apathy and hypocrisy. Now we are tired. We are compelled to take the struggle into our own limited hands because for 1 0 0 years successive Republican and Democratic national administrations have failed to enforce
our Constitutional liberties. We cannot in all good conscience wait any longer. In
the soirit of the students, we continue our “sit-ins” against segregation until our
national government begins it “stand ups” for justice.

I 8 July
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To Friend of Freedom
18 July 1960
Atlanta, Ga.
In the following form let& King requests monqr to expand SCLC’sprogram and
to cover legalfees for student protesters and the ministers who had been charged with
libel by Alabama oficialr.’ King asks that potential donors “think of a fau of our
heroic board members such as Daisy Bates, Fred Shuttlesworth, C. K . Steele, Ralph D.
Abernathy,” as well as the student activists: uIfthqr can face jeering and hostile mobs
and suffer brutal and nightmarish bombings to advance justice, how can you and
I be less generous in our support?”

Dear Friend of Freedom:
This is a form letter. But, I want you to know that it is as personal and serious
as anything I have ever written. It is an ameal for your surmort for the Southern
freedom struggle.* Therefore, I hope you will read every word of this letter with
deep and sympathetic c ~ n c e r n . ~

I . For more on the libel case, see John Malcolm Patterson to King, g May 1960, pp. 456-458 in
this volume.
2. King’s handwritten draft of this letter included the following additional sentence: “It is an a p
peal for your backing in one of the most decisive moment in our quest forjustice and human dignity”
(King, Draft, Form letter to Friend of freedom, 18 July 1960).
3. In King’s draft, he ended this sentence with “reverent attention.” He continued: “The struggle
for freedom in the south has entered upon a new stage, presenting us with unprecedented oppor..
tunities to advance. The Pyoung students of the south, through sit-ins and
other demonstrations, have
given to America a glowing example of disciplined,
dignified non-violent action against the system of segregation. Indeed, they have courageously grap
pled with a new and creative method in the crisis in race relations. I know that you have followed
these activities with a great sense of pride and appreciation. [I]You must know, however, that the
people of the south have not engaged in this great movement without difficulties and trying moments. Scores of students have been arrested. In most instances they have Been been inflicted with
heavy fines. At times they have faced jeering and hostile mobs, and police forces that sought to block
their peacefuls efforts with tear gas, night sticks, and fire hoses. [ I l k the student movement gained
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