batch of correspondenceji-omSwarthmore college students who wished to express
“moral support to the jailed student demonstrators in Atlanta.”’

2 6 Oct
1960

Dear Rev. King:
I am a freshman at college, and I’d like to express my personal feelings and the
feelings of my classmates about you and your work.* Our hearts go out to you and
the brave Southern students. Anything that we can do, we’ll be more than happy
to. We are with you all the way.
Very sincerely,
[signed] Michael Meeropol 1964
ALS. SCLCR-GAMK: BOX5.

I . In 1951 the Rosenbergs were found guilty of conspiracy to commit espionage on behalf of the
Soviet Union. Despite an international campaign for clemency, they were executed at New York’s Sing
Sing Prison in 1953.Michael A. Meeropol (1943- ) was born Michael Rosenberg in New York City.
In 1957he and his brother Robert were adopted by Abel Meeropol (also known as Lewis Allan), who
wrote the lyrics and co-wrote the music to the classic anti-lynching song “Strange Fruit,’’ and his wife,
Anne. The Meeropols were longtime Communist Party members. Michael Meeropol earned a B.A.
( I 964) from Swarthinore College, a B.A. ( I 966) and an M.A. ( 1970)from King’s College, Cambridge
University, and a Ph.D. (1973) from the University of Wisconsin. In 1970 Meeropol became a professor of economics at Western New England College.
2. I n an October 1960 meeting, the Swarthmore Student Council unanimously adopted a proposal
“to appropriate money for the purchase of postcards to be distributed to and sent” to the jailed sit-in
participants (Swarthmore College, Minutes, Student council meeting on 23 October 1960, 28 October 1960).

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project
From Nnamdi Azikiwe
26 October 1960
Lagos, Nigeria
Nnamdi Azikiwe, the nmly appointed governor-general of Nigeria, writes in the hope
that King will attend his inauguration.’ King traveled to Lagos in November to

I.

Nnamdi Azikiwe (1904-1996),born in Zungeru, Nigeria, attended missionary schools in La-

gos before receiving a B.A. (1930)and an M.A. (1932) from Lincoln University in Chester County,
Pennsylvania. He also received an M.S. (1933)from the University of Pennsylvania. Azikiwe edited
the Gold Coast’s Afnca MorningPost in the mid-1930s and was convicted of sedition by the colonial
government for an article appearing therein; the conviction was later overturned on appeal. Returning
to Nigeria in I 937, he founded the West Afncan Pilot and four other periodicals, which he used to agitate for independence from Britain. In 1944he helped found the National Council of Nigeria and
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attend the futiuities, which included several luncheons and a dance performance in
honor of the Aficun independence leader and his wife?

The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jnr,
c/o Dr. Marguerite Cartwright,
5’7 Fifth Avenue,
New York 3, N.Y.

My dear Reverend King:
This is to inform you that I have included your name in the list of invitees to attend my inauguration on November 16,1960,when I will be sworn in as GovernorGeneral and Commander-in-Chief of the Federation of Nigeria.
The occasion will be of historic interest because it will be the first time in our
national history when a person of African descent will be assuming the high office
of Head of State in Nigeria, as representative of Her Majesty the Queen, Head of
the Commonwealth.
I hope that when the official invitation reaches you, you will be disposed to accept same.3I am looking forward to an early reunion with you.
With kind wishes.
Sincerely yours,
[signed]

NNAMDI AZIKIWE
TLS. MLKP-MBU: BOX53A.

the Cameroons and in 1947 was elected to the Nigerian Legislative Council. Azikiwe was appointed
to the honorary post of governor-general of Nigeria by Queen Elizabeth I1 in 1960.In 1963 Nigeria
became a republic with Azikiwe as its first president; he served until deposed by a military coup in
1966.
2 . Azikiwe, Invitation to the state luncheon, 18 November 1960; Azikiwe, Invitation to a display of
national traditional dances, 18November 1960; and K. 0.Mbadiwe, Invitation to Martin Luther King,
Jr., i g November 1960.
3. A formal invitation to King was sent in care of Pittsburgh Couriercolumnist Marguerite Carmight
by the office of independent Nigeria’s first prime minister, Abubakar Tafawa Balewa (Secretary to the
Prime Minister of Nigeria to King, 23 October 1960). In her 23 October letter Cartwright forwarded
the invitation and urged King to accept. In her io December 1960 article, Cartwright reported on the
planning of the inauguration festivities: “Lucky candidates for the coveted invitations were personally
selected by the then Governor General Designate. A number of the cables and invitations were directed to my home for forwarding” (“World Backdrop,”Pittsburgh Courier; io December 1960).

534

