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all pray for righteousness. We
want the fazquwa (God-con-
sciousness), the humility, the

patience. We seek to follow the example
of our beloved Prophet (may the peace
and blessings of Allah the Most High be
upon him) — his honesty, his sincerity, his
grace and his generosity.

Yet 1t seems that instead of growth 1n

EDITORIAL

Euffar (non-believers) to take away our
children and raise them outside the
domains of Islam? What could possibly
be a harsher sentence to a child?

Bur we are too caught up ensuring our
own prosperity to care. We have our own
families to worry about, our own bills to
pay, our own children to put through the
exorbitant university system. We insist on

cion will we have to offer? That we didn't
have che time, the resources or the
money? And Allah the Most High has
blessed so many of us with so much. But
rather than using these resources to earn
His pleasure, we squander our efforts to
obrain the wealth of this dunya (this
world).

If we would only realize the magni-

“It is not Righteousness that you turn your faces to the East and West; but piety is the one who
believes in Allah, the Last Day, the Angels, the Books, the Prophets and gives his wealth,
in spite of love for it, to the kinsfolk, to the orphans, and to the poor, and to the wayfarer,

and to those who ask, and to set slaves free, performs salat, and pays zakat, and fulfill their
covenant when they make it, and who are patient in extreme poverty and ailment and at

the time of fighting

grace and generosity, it is the msensitivity
of the Ummah (global Muslim communi-
ty) that 1s growing. With over a million
orphans left uncared for in all corners of
the globe, we have no excuses. We are
each responsible for fulfilling their needs.
There is no shadow of piety to hide
behind ro explain away our neglect, our
ucter thoughtlessness.

In ayah (Qur'anic verse) after ayah of
the Qur’an, Allah the Most High tells us
not to treat the orphan with harshness.
True, most of us do nort spend our days
beating children, so we're safe...right?
Then what is it called when we complete-
ly 1gnore helpless children, denying them
of proper medication, food, education,
clothing and, most importancly, family?
Whar are we doing when we allow the
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. Such are the people of truth and the God-fearing.”

~ the Holy Qur'an (2: 177)

putting our own needs first, however
superficial they may be 1n respect to the
basic needs of a homeless child.

Our beloved Prophet (pbuh) didn't
cthink that way. He would unwaveringly
put the security of others above his own
needs, especially children. If we truly love
the Prophet (pbuh) and if we sincerely
strive to follow his Sumiah (Prophetic
example), how is it that we let the plight
of our orphans, our children, obtain such
an exaggerated level?

Yes, we can distance ourselves from the
orphans, label apathy as one of the many
problems of the Ummah and throw up
our hands. It may be all we need to con-
vince ourselves in this life — but on the
Day of Judgement, as we stand before our

Lord {may He be glorified) what explana-

rude of the reward for caring for these
children, surely we would not hesitate to
sacrifice our worldly luxuries. Even sacri-
ficing a lictle would give us something to
answer to our Lord the Most High on the
Day. Imagine that one token of compas-
sion to a lonely child could tp our scales
into paradise. Whar a deal for such a
small price.

Commit yourself to helping one child,
take care of his needs, show him che beau-
ty of this Dsn (Islamic way of life), and
insha” Allah He, the Most Magnificent,
will bless your sincerity with a place by
His Servant (pbuh) on che Day. ©

Jazakum Allahu khayran,
-the A/-Talih Staft
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ISTANBUL, Turkey (Aug. 20} - More
that {3,000 budies have thus far been
recovered from the rubble caused by a
powerful earthquake thac struck novth-
western Turkey on August 17, The
earthguuke was cencered in the industri-
al cown of [zmie, approximately 90 km
{36 miles) east of Tstanbul, measuring
T4 on the Richeer scale, Over 30,000
peaple have been reporred wnpured and
over GOOO0 Tele homeless,

The rremer shook the city before
dawn while most were asleep, trapping

SR Tfraicie l_hi'!i' Iyeypricg, Shﬂi‘i’;}' :E{{'ﬁ’('. i

Cengutfed Turkeys biggese ail refin.

wiely b chick black smaoles

Eoscners cannened char ok of clean

woter amnd roders coupled with the

Residents walk pst rubbfe from the collapsed Sakarya masfid (place of worshfp). The famed
historic buildings in Istanbul, such as the Blug Masjid, were unharmed by the quake.

intense summer heat could spread dis-
ease and deive che death toll even high-
er,

Three coapped vicrims were rescoed
from crumbled buildimgs three days
afrer rhe guake, The disaster threatens o
rival Turkey's most destructive quake -
2 7.9 quake in 1939 chay killed 33,000
peaple.

Sergio Prazzi, an official wivh the UN
Olice tor che Coordination of
Flumanicarian Aifairs based in Geneva,
sated Turkish officals escimated tha as
many as 35,000 people were still unac-
counted for

Medics immunized rescue workers
against typhoid and warned of heaith
risks for the multicude of quake vietims
who ate crowded 15 parks or aleag road-

sides 10 the swelrering hear undes

enakeshifr ronrs.

The stench of decay pervaded flat-
rened rowns near the quake’s epreenter
where sewage Hines were smashed and
electeicity and warer was cut. Thousands
of people, many with open wounds, were
forced o live on the streets.

“There are wild problems with orga-
arzation,” said Nurse Egemen Keskan,

The Prime Minister's crisis affice smid
medical eams had begun picking up
parbape, spraying disinfectants, and dis-
tributing warer punification tablees.

“There are many people, anmimals and
food under the debns,” sand Healdh
Minsstry official Rifat Kose. "An epi-
demic could orcur as they decay, but we
are taking necessary measures.”

The World Healeh Organization i

Geneva, however, called the healeh risk

from unburied cadavers “neghgible,”
saying resources were hecter spent on
providing portable toilers and clean
warter and monitoring for outhreaks. o

-A-Talib ts asking our readers to gener-
ously donate funds ro the victims of the
Turkey earthquake, May Allah reward
you for your efforrs. Please send money
to us, and we will imsba Allah {(God-will-
ing} see thae it reaches che victims,

Jazakum Allabu khayran,

"Pf’l’."ﬂﬂi(' .i('”{f, o C'bff('.tf? 0§ ?H”HL’}? "jn’l{fﬂ' 1/
Al-Talib Newsmagazine
Turkey Barthquake Relief
118 Kerckholt Hall
308 Westwaond Plaza
Los Angeles, CA 90024

che busis of “secrer evidence.”

= Rallies to Protest Counter-Terrarism Biliin e
San Francisco, Los Angeles
wvo separate protests were held in San Francisco and Los
Angeles to protese the Counter-Tesrorism Bill. d
The hilt has been used by che US. Government to detain
Muslims and {teeze assets of those it deemns as "terrozises.”

Over 400 people attended the San Francisco protest, held at
the San Francisco Civic Center, and aboue 140 arcended the
protest held ar the Westwood Federal Building in Los Angeles.

Imarn Abdul Alim Musa and Abdel Malik Ali of Masnd
Al-Istam were speakers at boch events, Other speakers ar the
Los Angeles demonstration included Imam Sa'dullah Khan
(Islamic Center, So. Calif), and Hussam Ayloush (CAIR). A
third demonstration will judba’Allab (God-willing) be held ar -
Washington [3.C.s Lafayerte Park at che end of September. » -

Over 20 Muslims are currencly imprisoned withour charge, on | control of the MILF in the counry's soushesnmost island of

i Mindanao,

- The Kyods News Service.

» Philippine Government to Start Peace Talks ¢
with Musiims

AMILA, (Aug 2) - The Philippine government and the

Moro Islamic Liberarion Front (MILF), a Musiim revivalist
growp, are to hold formal peace talks nexe manth, Philippane
Defense Secrerary Orlande Mercado said.

ralks, such as identifying 46 camps claimed o be under the

fdentifying the camips is a prerequisite for the implementa-
tion of a 1997 agreement thar calls for a general cessation of
hostilicies while the {ormal ralks are in progeess.

The government, however, is refuctant to concede that a
significant number of the camps are under MILF control.

"The government asserts that identifying the camps must be
done within the limics impased by the Philippine Consticution
and legal system, a demand the MILF refuses to accede to.
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e Shaykh ‘Umar ‘Abd al-Rahman »

Tortured in Prison Cell

OCHESTER, Minnesota - CINN Interactive con-

: ﬁ < on August 20, 1999 that Shaykf Umar
‘Abd al-Rahman wis actacked by a prison officer and

¢ suffered conrusions, The actack occurred while the

Mercado said both sides are still fimalizing detats of the Shaykh RS LSing che prison toifet. As & cesul of che

i attack, he fell down and then seems to have been

¢ dragged to his cell.

Shaykh ‘Umar is dhe spirual gade of the

i Jama'ah at-Islamiyyah in Bgypr. The depth and sup-
pore of this movement is witnessed by the face thac
70,000 associates of the group are now in Egyprian

i dicrator Mubarak’s prisons.

i 1n 1996, Shaykh ‘Umar was falsely accused of

i being » conspirater in the World Trade Center

boembing, and was sentenced to life in prison. Before

his sentence, Shaykh 'Umur told the judge, "This

i case is nothing bur an extension of the American war

against Islam.” @

September 1999
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