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Stanford Program on Stem Cells in Society

Annual Report of Activities, 2006-2007

The Stanford University Program on Stem Cells in Society (PSCS) was founded in January 2006 to examine the policy, legal, ethical and economic impacts of stem cell research. The program is a natural part of Stanford’s mission, building upon the University’s international reputation and leadership in stem cell biology, medicine, law and ethics.  The overarching goals of the PSCS are: 

· Independent study of national and international political, legal, ethical and economic impacts of stem cell research. Research topics include: ethics and policy of adult and embryonic stem cells; human-animal chimeras; egg donation; business and economic impacts including intellectual property; and national and state regulatory policy. 

· Education and outreach to undergraduate and graduate students, community citizens, secondary schools, undergraduate and graduate students. 

· A scholarly resource for academicians, public officials, media and the general public on the policy impacts and future directions of stem cell research.

Program Activities

1. Establishment of the International Stem Cell Group (ISCG).  Comprising scholars from the UK, Canada and US, the ISCG launched five projects: 

· “Commercial and Economic Drivers of Stem Cell Research” investigates the intersections of national and international policy with intellectual property, commercial and capital readiness, and distribution of resources, such as embryonic stem cell lines. 

· “Hype, Stem Cell Research and the Commercial Imperative” explores the role of “hype” in the promotion of the stem cell research, especially the connection between the desire to attract industry funds and/or using support for stem cell research to prime regional economic growth.

· “Voices of the Debate” investigates how disease advocacy groups, scientists and scientific organizations, scientific experts and ethics/bioethics-focused non-government organizations use the language of ethics and values to influence the embryonic stem cell debate. 

· “Derivatives” investigates the impact of legislation and intellectual property on derivative lines made from hESCs.

· “Medical Tourism” explores the increasing level of medical tourism to stem cell clinics and human subjects research.

2. Education and outreach.  A very successful year of graduate, undergraduate, citizen and secondary school education efforts join an ambitious calendar of speaking engagements, interviews, including national and international meetings and conferences (see Senior Member Activities, below).

· “The Ethics of Stem Cell Research”, Med 250B (Magnus). A popular seminar with an in-depth exploration of ethical issues facing stem cell research, including foundational ethical theory, moral status, egg donation state law and oversight.  

· “The Stem Cell,” Human Biology 157 (Scott).  In its second year, over forty students took this popular upper-division three-credit course with journal club discussion sections, and a new website. Like last year, student evaluations were high, and several students from the class now intern at the Center for Biomedical Ethics. 

· Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) special stem cell section (Magnus, Greely), including national, state and institutional regulation, egg donation, and research ethics.     

· “The Stem Cell,” Continuing Studies 053 (Scott).  The second year of a class for citizens included lectures by Stanford faculty, CIRM and biotechnology executives. Student evaluations rank the course highly, and a short summer course now joins the CSP curriculum. 

· “Medical School 101.” Individual lectures by PSCS members through the Medical School outreach program for secondary education, including visits and lectures to high school science classes and teacher’s meetings.

3. PSCS Noon Seminar Series.  Featuring ten national and international experts drawn from a wide range of disciplines.  

· Senator Kay Patterson, senior parliament member, former minister of health and author of Australia’s successful nuclear transfer legislation.

· Baroness Ruth Deech, former HEFA chair and UK parliamentarian, on women, ethics and embryos.

· Leslie Wolf, UCSF Program in Medical Ethics, on stem cell research oversight.

· Susan Stayn, Stanford Senior Counsel, on state regulatory approaches to embryonic stem cell research.  

· Charis Thompson, Director of UC Berkeley’s Stem Cell Technology and Society Program, on egg donation and international regulation.

· Stephen Minger, Director of King’s College Stem Cell Program, on UK regulation, European stem cell policy and human-animal hybrids.

· Arlene Chiu, California Institute for Regenerative Medicine Chief Scientific Officer, on the first round of state granting activities.

· Gregory Graff, UC Davis, navigation of technical, legal and ethical domains of stem cell research.

· Mark Kay, Stanford Department of Genetics, on gene transfer and stem cell research.  

4. PSCS Annual Symposium: “Stem Cells Hit the Road.”  200 people attended a February conference and workshop dedicated to the practical aspects of stem cell research. The special oversight workshop was sponsored by the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine. This event was one half of a North-South consortium conference (the other half held in March) with UCSD and CIRM.

5. Inter-program collaboration. The Program on Neuroethics launched a research project on regenerative medicine defining how clinicians and basic scientists use regenerative medicine to understand and develop therapies to treat CNS disease and identify the main ethical issues in their field. An interview guide was developed based on the ethical issues discussed in published articles from a literature. 
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PSCS Members

Monya Baker, Editor, Nature Stem Cell web portal

Mildred Cho, Associate Director, Center for Biomedical Ethics

Eric Chiao, postdoctoral fellow, Department of Genetics 

Hank Greeley, Director, Program on Stem Cells in Society

Judy Illes, Director, Program on Neuroethics

Mikyung Kim, research fellow, Stanford Law School

Jason Owen-Smith, assistant professor of sociology, University of Michigan

David Magnus, Director, Center for Biomedical Ethics

Jennifer McCormick, postdoctoral fellow, Center for Biomedical Ethics

Susan Stayn, senior university counsel, Stanford general counsel’s office 

Kenneth Taymor, Director, Berkeley Center for Law, Technology and Society

Timothy Caulfield, Research Director, Health Law Institute, University of Alberta

Aurora Plomer, professor of law and bioethics, University of Sheffield

Christopher Scott, Executive Director, Program on Stem Cells in Society

Irving Weissman, Director, Stanford Institute for Stem Cells and Regenerative Medicine

Senior Member Activities 

David Magnus, Director, Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics

· Member, California Advisory Committee on Human Stem Cell Research 

· Member, Stanford Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee (SCRO) 

· Member, Executive Committee, Program in Regenerative Medicine
· Chair, Program in Regenerative Medicine Sub-Committee on Bioethics
Lectures 

"The New Stem Cell Debates," Fordham University, April 16th – 17th, 2007

“Ethical Aspects of Stem Cell Trials,” UC San Diego, April 6th, 2007

“The Therapeutic Misconception,” Stanford University Cancer Center, February 28th, 2007
 “First Into Humans: Ethical Aspects of Stem Cell Trials,” Stem Cell Symposium, Stanford University February 9th, 2007

 “Social and Ethical Consequences of the Genetic and Cellular Revolution,” Center for Applied and Professional Ethics, Chico State University, November 15th, 2006

Stem Cell Debate with John Robertson, Texas, November 2nd - 3rd, 2006

“States and Bioethics: The California Stem Cell Experience” 8th Annual ASBH Meeting, Denver, Colorado, October 26th – 29th, 2006

“Stem Cell Research Ethics,” Biological Safety Affairs Forum, Stanford University, September 15, 2006

“The Future is Now: Stem Cell Research in California,” Federalism and Bioethics, Albany, New York, New York.  Sponsored by Nelson and Rockefeller Foundation.  March 20, 2006.

Moderator for Inaugural Stem Cells Meeting, Palace Hotel, San Francisco, California.  March 14, 2006 

“Next Steps In Regulation.” Meeting Of The California Human Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee, Oakland, California.  February 24, 2006

“Ethical and Regulatory Issues in Stem Cell Research,” Western Pediatric Research Society, Carmel, California.  February 2, 2006

“The New Stem Cell Debate,” School of Life Sciences, Arizona State, Arizona.  January 27, 2006

“The New Debate: The Ethics of Egg Donation,” Lucille Packard Children’s Hospital, Stanford, California.  January 20, 2006
Hank Greely, Director, Stanford Program on Stem Cells in Society

· Chair, California Advisory Committee on Human Stem Cell Research 

· Vice Chair, Stanford Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee (SCRO) 

· Member, Executive Committee, Stanford Institute for Stem Cell Biology and Regenerative Medicine

· Member, Executive Committee, Program in Regenerative Medicine
· Member, Program in Regenerative Medicine Sub-Committee on Operations
· Member, Program in Regenerative Medicine Sub-Committee on Bioethics
•
Member, Ethics Committee, International Society for Stem Cell Research

•
Member, Scientific Advisory Committee, Stem Cell Network (Canada)

•
Reviewer, National Academy of Sciences Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee

Lectures 

· March 2007.  “Crossing Boundaries: Stem Cells and Borders”, The Stem Cell Meeting II: ” International science, policy and economic symposium, San Francisco

· March 2007, “Legal Issues in Stem Cell Research,” Human Biology 157, Stanford

· February 2007. “Research Oversight:  An Institutional View from Stanford”, “Stem Cells Hit the Road” Annual Symposium II, Program on Stem Cells in Society, Stanford University

· Nov. 2006.  “Ethical Considerations for Alternative Derivation Methods for hES Cells,” National Academy of Sciences Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee. 
Nov. 2006.  :” Ethical Considerations for Chimera Research,” National Academy of Sciences Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee. 

· August 2006. “Human Embryonic Stem Cells:  Science, Ethics, and Politics.”  Stanford Summer Science Lecture Series, Stanford.

· June 2006.  “Issues in Stem Cell Research”, Taiwan Bioethics Association, Taipei, Taiwan.

· June 2006. “Stem Cell Advocacy Summit III.” Stanford University.

· March 2006, “Legal Issues in Stem Cell Research,” Human Biology 157, Stanford

· January 2006. “Stem Cells and Chimeras:  Issues Real and Chimerical,” 

· “Beyond the Embryo” Annual Symposium I, Program on Stem Cells in Society, Stanford University

Conferences 

· February 2007. Co-chair, “Stem Cells Hit the Road” Annual Symposium II, Program on Stem Cells in Society, Stanford University

Christopher Scott, Executive Director, Stanford Program on Stem Cells in Society

· Member, Stanford Stem Cell Research Oversight Committee (SCRO)

· Member, Outreach Committee, International Society for Stem Cell Research

Lectures 

· April 2007. “Advances and Quandaries in Regenerative Medicine,” Keynote address, University of Georgia Regenerative Bioscience Center.

· March 2007. “The Realities of the CIRM Strategic Plan,” Panel chair, UCSD stem cell symposium.   

· March 2007. “Economic Dimensions of Adaptive Clinical Trials,” Panel chair, The Stem Cell Meeting, San Francisco.

· February 2007. “Stem Cells: New advances, old debates” Keynote address, UC Davis, Program in Molecular Cellular and Physiology annual retreat.

· December 2006. Stem Cell Public Forum, panelist, Harvard Stem Cell Institute. 

· November 2006. “Practical Aspects of Stem Cell Research and Therapy.” Panel Chair, Harvard University Healthcare Conference. 

· October 2006. “Exploring the Science and Politics of Spinal Cord Injury Research.” New England Spinal Cord Injury Center and Boston Medical Center.

· October 2006. “Topics in Stem Cell Ethics:  Four case studies.”  University of Nevada, Reno, medical school seminar.

· October 2006. Biology’s Brave New World: Straight talk about stem cells.” UNR Center for Ethics Public Lecture, University of Nevada, Reno. 

· September 2006. “The California Experience: CIRM and stem cell policy.” University of Michigan Medical Society 2006 Symposium on Medical Ethics.  

· September 2006. “The Power and Promise of Stem Cells.” St. Joseph’s Council for Translational Research, Atlanta, Georgia. 

· July 2006. “Stem Cells:  Fulgent science, fresh debates, fraught politics.” Keynote presentation, Ohlone College Biotechnology Fair. July 2006 

· June 2006. “An Introduction to the Science and Medicine of Stem Cells.” Plenary presentation, Stem Cell Advocacy Summit III, Stanford University.

· April 2006. “Stem Cells and Regenerative Medicine: the realities of biology’s newest frontier,” Keynote address, ASWA Annual meeting, April 2006

· April 2006. “Biology’s Brave New World: Straight talk about stem cells.” PARC Center for Research, Palo Alto, CA.

· April 2006. Panelist, Berkeley Center for Law and Technology symposium on the California Institute for Regenerative Medicine. UC Berkeley.

· March 2006. “Stem Cell Research and the Future of Medicine.” Keynote address, International Symposium on Stem Cell Commercialization and Collaboration.

· March 2006. “Commerce and Therapeutic Development in Regenerative Medicine.” Panel chair, Brave New Cells: International Stem Cell Meeting. 
· February 2006. “Understanding Biology’s Brave New World.” University of Nevada, Las Vegas Jack Simpson Memorial Lecture. 
Symposia, conferences organized

· March 2007. Co-Chair, The Stem Cell Meeting II: ” International science, policy and economic symposium, San Francisco, March 2007 

· February 2007. Co-chair, “Stem Cells Hit the Road” Annual Symposium II, Program on Stem Cells in Society, Stanford University.

· June 2006. Co-chair, “Stem Cell Advocacy Summit III.” Stanford University.

· March 2006. Chair, The Stem Cell Meeting I: “Brave New Cells.” International science, policy and economic symposium, San Francisco. 
· January 2006. Co-chair, “Beyond the Embryo.” Annual Symposium I, Program on Stem Cells in Society, Stanford University.




PAGE  
8

