Commengement Addres: by Preaident Hay Lysen “1lbur
at Gradustion Hxereises, Stanford Unlversity,
June 16, 1940.

One of my wost vivid wemories 1s the sudden contact with the
past that came to me at one of the gates to Pompeil when I saw
parailel ruts in the selid rock, seversl inches deep, worn there
by the e¢arts thet had stresmed through in long gone centuries.
{me could almost hesr the rurble of the wheels and ses the plled-
up vegetables snd meats on the wagons,-~or sgaln, perhaps, hear
the chariots of the werriors roiling proudly through to batile.

From thet day te this I heve alweye been interested in the
relationship of the whesl to the advance of olvilization end the
rise of man from the stabte of savagery. There has been & good deal
of exploretion as to whers the wheel was dlscovered snd how it
first was used., It iz suggested that 1t ceme from putting logs
under heavy ¢bjects to roll them about, and then gredually went on
to more refined uases, fron transporting of objects and men %o more
ereative or manufecturing uses, such me in the potter's wheel, the
sploning wheel, and the mill wheel. Our own early American 1life
and our spresd scross this continent owed much to the wheel, and it
¢ structure.

now plays a predominent role in our econom
. We know that the Eskimos have been sble to bulld up a fairly
satisfactory culture without the use of the wheel; what they do,
though, is of s very simple character, and thelr snowy environment
has not been econducive to the use of wheels. But upon nearly every
eivilization of the world whesls have had & profound influence.
Yow of us pause to realige the power of wheels in our daily 1ife,
whiriing sbout wus everywhere in the civiliszation which the y have
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plaved such 2 large pert in ereating. Idterelly, "vheels That lake
the Worlid Go Round,” and “wheels Within vheels."™ Hot just the
obvious wheals we all see »olling under us on trains, subtomobiles,
or bioyeles., There are the tiny wheeols tueked eway in wabtches

to tyrennize over us in the matter of time., There are the wheesls

in typewriters and presses, in engines and machines snd other
dovieces sbout us everywhere. Hteamships, alrplanes, the tractor
and the armored tenk alive are ilmpotent without them. Wheesls heve
done mach in building up and bringing together pan's world; mis-
used, they can the wmore rapidly destroy 1t.

Perheps the most significent effect of the development of the
whesl wag thet it geve moblility to ran and inersssed his renge of
activities. This mwobility hes been vestly increassed by the atean
and now the gas engine in conjunction with wheels, tracke, roads, or
water., Vheels wmean wovernent. Eovement mosns danger, unless that

movement 1s controlled. Phesls have made poseible s military attack

which 18 unprecedented and which, as we have recently watehed it
develop on this earth, may bring sbout revolutionary changes in all
human effaire. The wenames of the rapldly moving sirplane and Sank
has made it possible through surder end mendacity to threaten the
fate of nankind, Just es wheels took the carrying of burdens off

v eid 1&%&

the backs of wen and inereased mmny-~fold the results of hw
rough rachines, so now racing wheels, wrongly directed, ray bring

baek mess slavery. That s, 1f we think of slavery as the exact
opposite of freedomi of metion, freedom of thought, freedom of the
press, freedom of reiiglous bellefe, and freedom to follow the humen

mind as far as it will go into the new and the unknown,
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For a considereble period in ¥
instrument essocisted with religilous snd other forme of intolervence.

mrope the wheel wae & ftorture

individusls were “bLroben on the wheel™ by being tied to it and then
having thelir limbe broken by blows from a hssmer, ended perhaps by
the final eoup de grece. OUne samwnot look at the Suropsan situstion
today without feeling that eivilization ftself 1s now being "broken
on the wheel.” ‘the grealest deviess created by the hurman mind in
the fi21d of sanulecturs and transportation have suddenly been
diverted to the most frightful destruetion. ¥e ean in no way blawe
thies havoe en the maghine 1tself; for the machine 1s the ereature

A motor has no instinet sueh as a horse might have. The

responeibility of this Franwensteln rests entirely upon man, its
ereator and its operator.

Perheps the most ocutstanding effect of the wheal upon soclety

iz that it hes compelled cooperation. It has mede larger uniits of
goverument possible. It may vet be one of the compelling forces

thet will bring about the unification of all of the peoples of the
earth. Through all of ithe appliestions of the wheel all of us now,
whether we 1like 1t or not, mast play a2 pert in the world's ectivities.
The factory is & unit brought about theyough the ayinm&ﬁgyaf'whgeiﬁi
ire supplies coming to the factory come in on wheels. Through the
sontrol of moverent lies the only way we can bring sbout physical con-

trols in this world of ours. %Yhe problem of the wheel and 1ts rela-
tien to the future of humen beings 12 8 buman problem, %o be solved
by ourssives and not by the machines. It is not how ruch we leamn,
how fest we oun spin the wheels, or how fast we ¢an move sbout, as it

ie vhet wo sre doing through the use of the wheel. Ye kmow now



that 1ts abuse can be perilous almost beyond conception in military
effairs. Brought into use in great soclal moverents, with
powerful unserupulous men opereting the forees, we cen literslly
blow up sosiety. Soclal experiments, backed Dy such forces as we
ean turn loose at the present tire, can be & menace when those who
are putiing them through have fixed ldeas, insane idess, or dominat-
ing ideas sssociated with almost unlimited physiecal and govermmental
powers.

There sre certain possessions that when they once come into
thae hends of men belong to everybody. The wheel is one of those
possessione, Sore of us through tralined nané%gic knowledge of
matheraties end physies, have gone smuoh further than others in taking
sdventacze of what the wheel offers to us. Unfortusately the use of
the rachine leads to e certain smount of standardization, both of
product and of labor, and of the soclisl institutions that develop
cooperaetive progrems. ihis stendardization must not extend to persons
or mean regimentation, or 1ife itself ray be moflded so thet no
personality, no human dignity, is left.

The thing that we have called "democreey” has slways sought
for control and freedom combined, for responsibility and freedom, and
for sn order bveginning at the bottom and working up to the top,~-
roather then one begimning at the top end becoming compulsory at the
bottom. ¥With larger and larger units slmost ineviteble, ¢lther we are
going to have the world orgenized by powerful units that dominate, or
orgenized by intelligent people who ssek to play fairly with each
ather and to give the human belng freedom instesd of compulsion.
Preedoms ean be sustained only by protestion of them, by affreener
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by cooperation, and by a dosire for justiee between ren and groups

of men. The finest product of the socliasl striving of man is this
gonception we imow as democrecy. Our own republic with its rvepree
sentative government is one of the beat examples of 1t in all human
history. Ve sometimes forpet just what opportunities sre open to
us@ here in the United States, what magnificent use we have nmade of

solence, what outstanding successes have coms to us through the use
of the whesl and of our own ingenuity. Inevitebly we think of 1ife
andl progress es going together. It 12 hard for us in Americs %o

think of the world as we know 1t as in any way finlshed or complete,~-
we are so consclous of change, 80 aware of what hes taken place here
in & few decades. Falth in our

poreundty end in our own forms of
government, elastic as they ere, must be a dominating faector if we
are to continue to heve this sense of progress sand the satliaefactions
that go with 1t.

then I say "we™ 3 do not reen merely the people of the United
Etates; for we cannot think of ourselves at present without at least
thinking of the Yestern Nemisphere; and if we then heve sny vision at
811l we soon ases that we have erbraced the whole world in our thoughts.
Ve cannot think inelusively even in nationel or raclal terms now;
for we have now mized up reces end peoples inexirieably. Hor can we
confine our thought to the more obvious physiesl factors of geography

or our ow: envivonment. Certein psyehological factors have also baw

come of the utmost significence. They are intangible in some ways,
but in others they are the most real of all that faces us. Ve roughly
elassify them as the woral, the religlous, the temperamental and the
intelligenes fectors. Our present civiliszation gives high place to
that superior intelligence possessed by only & minority. In the morsl
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sense lles that prive peychologleal fector whileh leads to the

survival at ieest of nabional groups. ifrom this sawe morsi factor
comes the sense of obligstion and dubty and of what we ¢all sonsclence.
fhis has become of the utmost significance in all humen sctions end
hee sueh to do with our capacity to work together eand to survive.

if these morel and religious factors are repleced with sinister con-
siderstiomand distorted coneeptions in the minde of & few who galn
control of what we osll "government” there is the possibility of an
almost complete cheeck upon human progress as we have liked to think

- of it,~-while at the same time thers may be enormous changes in our
environment through contrel of the many by one or more peraons with
the will to power.

individusls suceeed in 1ife by developing certain inhibitions
80 that they conirol thelr own actlons in relationship to others.
#hen they fall to do so they make trouble for themselves snd for the
others. 1f governments having charge of mussea of individuals do not
recognise sueh Iinhibvitions, and the people do not have at least s
gollective conscience, then we may expset fesrful experiences in the
life of the rece.

There is something about war thaet has meds it one of the most
significant festures of husen history. we talk of brotherhood. War
becomes & strange mixture of scoopersation and b@@th@mbas& in esch army
and the people back of the army during the peried of strain when
there is an effort to destroy another arsy and enother people. If
there were some way for us to avold the confliict end yst increase
the cooperation and the sense of brotherhood, and meke it worid-wide,
our moral instinets could give us an entirely different sort of
gssocietion then we heve in this world today. Ye have reached
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among certain peoples over considereble perlods of tine certaln
peageful sdjustmente. The ebolition of dusling in our own sulture
shows that we can change our methods of setiling conflict and osn,
if we ghoose, avold organized wurder. It takes grest eoordination
to make the wheols of commerce or of war go round. It we could get
this coordinetion largely frecd from boundavies and netional splrit,
the job would be pretiy well done.

Perhaps we oan lesrn only through grest and tragic disaster.

it any rate for the moment we have to obey the old sdage of "putting

our shoulders to the m%&ﬁi,ﬂ end play our part snd the part of our
eountry in the emergencies é%a% surround us, There is s place for
saeh individusl 1n & weall orpenised soelety., There le e significant
place either of help or of herm for esch person when soclety strips
of the individual is the grestest calamity
that pomes from warfare. ¥Freedorn during thet period is necessarily
limited.

for war. i‘he telescoping

The desire for freedom to follow one's own mind ss far as we can
go without hare to others 1s the gutstending chareeteristie of eivi~
lized man. Thie guality has given us research and the firm knowledge

sndeable end universal lswe. 4% ie vital for sech one to fesl

of significence and importance snd not %o be & mere eog in the
maehinery turned by someone else. One learns in Chanticlesr that
the gresat dlsappointoent of the cock same when he found thet the sun
hed risen altho
of us like to feel importsnt; and one of the outstanding sdvanispes

agh he had not been there to hereld 1ts advent. 211

of demoersoy is that 4% makes the individual feel significant, even
if he goes no furthor than to vote for someone else. I like to tell
the story of the wountaineer whose country had been oocupled by
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foreligners snd was under the charge of enepgles. e came down too
late to celebrate his country's natel day with his neighbors: but in
erder to express himself he sought out the loesl office of the repre-
sentative of the invading nstion and yelled, "Long live my nation!®
At onee the mountainesr was arrested. It was feared that an insurree-
tion was to be asterted, and he was put under eclose ezamination to
lesrn why he hed behaved so and who hed told him to express his na-
tional fervor in that way. &1z only answer wes, "vhom does the eoek
asit when 1t wishes to crow?"

That need of human belngs for expression iz favored in our
Zind of democracy. e have & very grest country, snd in ell humen
history no people hes been so favored as our own. This has not come
by chance but becauss of harsh exporience, such thought, and wise
and couregeous action by our forefathers. Few Americans of today
realize what we owe to George VWashington,

Vg must preserve in the world our kind of thinking end our free-
dome. VWe need to set sll of our whesls of industry to going to bulld
up defenses against the abuse elsewhere of selence snd invention
in the service of man. Yhe worid is specding down the hill., %he
wheals of the world ere recing wildly. We here in our country must
do our full share to put sand on the trasks.

R.L.Wilbur/uL®
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It 1 said thet we suet be more or lass diseontented I wo ume

to weop in sction. Certalinly & greet meny sinlster offorts have Bem
sads to Reep the young peaple of the wopld discontunted and dlstmpbod
during recsnt vesrs, Imfortusmtely, 1f there is trus discontent, then
serecy feilsy for without some feeling of falth end of sonfie
went that we ilve under eponot survive. de
st work, not

et saok eonstantly S0 make our represgnintive goveras

tey to handleap or upset it.

1 have bed news for yom:i~ ihe dostors bave gone ;
thelr work s thet you will heve €0 live with yourself sbomt teenty
m you were bora. This has weds 1% ell
sdusation, 1n order thet you
ean use vour sind bBoth in saring for yoursel! and 4
intareste of others and of sselety In genersl.
whe hes bess gpendin

yanrs more then wes oxyecied «iw

in tlre of sdvereiby. ¥y “tenford deve gave we eneh that keeps me
gy resding end studying now.’
In the use of vour wind 1t porbant 0 know that 1% L2 working
ke used for tiss-eomsumption that 1% is vitel o msie choless st a
vory serly perled as Lo how you sntleipate spending thet part of your
tire whleh 1 not definltnly suprosse’ in saklng & living. 1 bope
one of the Tiret things you do will be Go plek out s0
torest or phlitienl perty, or some charity, end meaie 1t 8 part of your
roaguley sobtivitios., Thebtever thie orpenizetion may be, I hops Shat
¢ will not be of thet smelient and ublguitous owdsr of gripsra thet
dapebie part in present-day intorests.

T, EDY RIASMLED ADCIINWES
HERBERT mOOVER ARCIIVES

sesns Lo ovoupy such & cons



i wm pupoeted o give you & flnal wovd or two of sdoonitlon.
iile exprrdeney way be & plos
sre nob warth while dolng. 1 enjoy the shory
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who objected when he war saued %o coms ot oy purechute practioe.

Ble offizer seld, "You sve g goud soldler. W do you ebhisel te

ihe poldtor snswered, "iat's the vee

precticlng & perechute jumpt”
whing you heve §ot o get right the Tirst tiwet”
firet time, or the

af prestieling 1
There sre & 1ot of thiln

te you heve to get vight the
penslibies are very grest.

inery yesr 1 bave o slgn reny & % ragerd ing Stanford
men snd woven, gredustes sad widepgredustes. 4 Find that there is an

sesion of & diplowe, partisulerly of &

innresse” Intspest in the puse

dipiome wideh comee from edvanped

that this mesne thet there bes been @ period of teelning in the 1ife
of the student; thet he has lesrned 2% least somethlng

epity, ol of wakling good

stantly recureving guestion iz thal of peveonallity
pereon Lo Bet heve doos b slind dn relatienstdp %o bie Follows?
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et Wind of &
Can he fete competitiont

In splee of & 1ot of exn wrrdeh sbout “reprossions”
end "frustrations” « based lawyely on slinioal studias of oity woak~
lings « 4% is surprieing how ek gool wew syl pond habites cone
a0t dolng eortals things as well e in doins sertain things,
ihis goes Gaok to wvhet I heave Just seld in mg vgin sddrese that o de~

voloped econtyrel of our fnnibitions f8 & ﬁim%ﬁmww paurt of sharepter,
snt, self-sentrol, with & good splaning propeiler, will

o your diplore an sssst to you, to % mm;, end o thoae swmong whowm
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#ieh foll eonfidenes In your Sraining, your spirit,
¥ and gour foture, I wish esoh of you an affectiocnste farewell.
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