TN R RS SRR e .

people vagueky hope tor aomcthing olae from edunatiﬁng

THE ROLE OF THE EDUCATED
Commencemont Address, Stanford University

June 13, ;ggg, 5:00 P¢M., Laurcnce Frost Amphitheater

by
"Oe¢ Co Carmichasl, Prosident
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching

Oour colleges and universities are sendihg?forth this year
hundreds of thousands of graduates who will inject fresh viow
points and new energles into the stream of American thought and
activity. This unprecedentocd number is ovidence of a growing
faith in oducation and learning and, therefore, in those who are
its benoficiaribse Much is expocted of the prodhcta of our instl-
tutions of higher learning, that thoy will man adoquately and more
offoctivoly than their preodecoszsors the various professions -
engineering, law, medieine, thoe ministry, teaching; and that they
wlll not only be substantial citizons but leaders in their community,
But over and above these traditional axpectationa thﬁ American
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It 1s not onough merely to succecd in onets profession and to
do one'!s part as a momber of the commnity, To this personal and
profossional responsibility must be added tho moral obligation to bo
sonsitive to the larger issues, to be intelligently concerned about
them, and tc make some contribution  toward their solution, What are
those issues? To answer that question requires some analysis of
the present gituation,

The modern world is in the midst of a great transition period,
occasioned partly by the shock of two world wars in a genoration
but due perhaps chiefly to the lag between a rapidly advancing tech-
nology and the slow march of progress ip the science and practice
of human relations, Whether it be viewed from the point of view of
the home, the local community, the state, the nation or the interna-
tional community, the problem 1s the same, the adjustment of the
individual to a society which the advances of science and technology
are continually upsetting, These advances in the course of a-few
decades have tranaformed ﬁ}rural people into a nation of city
dwellers, an independent self-reliant cifizonf& into a people three-
fourths of whom are semployees of others, and a vast collection of
local commnities largely self-contained, into a network of inter-
dependent units, with all the difficulties in adjustﬁeﬁt which
these changes imply, Thelr effeet on international relations is
symbolized by the atomic bomb vhich has ereated an '
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our socliety and to direct them to the end that peace and prosperity
may once again be restoreds Research and axperimantatidn at all
levels gre required = in the home and family rekations, in cbmmunitiae
large and small, in states and nations and in international affairs,
They represent the covered wagon of the twentieth century. They may
penetrate the jungle of conflicts and confusion and prepare the way
for a hoat of workers, those who shall possess the land and convert
it into a healthy dwelling place, applying the knowledge discovered
to daily living.

But more than knowledge andlunderstanding and skill in adnmin-
istration will be required in thé'succéssful apﬁlication of princi-
ples. Character and integrity as well a=z 1ntaliigenoe, social~
mindedness and a senss of social responsibility; as vell as ability
to adminiater are essential ingredienté. And these eslements are not
derived from sociology or anthropology,.from economics or political
sclence, from logic or reason, They flow from the recognition of a
Purpose in the universe ahd a.desire to relate o;r efforts to Its
objectives, to harmonize our lives with Its spirit, and to promote
Its dominance in the lives of others, It is only that recognition
and that desire which provide an enduring sense of values basic to
character and integrity,

It 1s this fact which owr generation seems to have largely
overlookad. Information, knawledgo and aoianne, hpﬁémwz g
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statement so often heard, "Ye shall know the truth and the truth
‘shall make you free," is a mischievous half-truth, The Great
Teacher said: "If ye be my disciples ye shall know the truth and
the truth shall make you free;" Only by making a life commitment
is one privileged to know the truth which makes men tzg}y;free;

In exploring the science of human relations and in applying its
principles to dally living this fundamental fact must not be over=
looked or its implications ignored.

The fact that so little systematic effort is exerted and so
little realistic emphasis is placed upon the need for solving our
basic human problems is a matter of deep concern, Though the
biological and physical sciences have already far outstripped the
social sciences, they still receive major attention in appropriation.
for research. Through the army and navy huge sums are being spent
annually for investigation iﬁ the fields of phyeics; chemistry and
biology. Plans for the national'acience roundetion call for more
millions to advance the understanding of those fields of knowledge,
No similar concern or support for 1nvestigatlon in the field of
human relations 1s in evidence. This imbalance 1s one of the fund~

amental weaknesses of our age,

A vast army of physicieta working together produced the miraeie
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chances of success in finding their solution.

That there is great need for such a realistic effort 1is
abundantly evident, The violent conflicts between labor and
management, between races and creeds, and between those representing
various political doctrines, to mention only a few of the more
cormon tensions, are proof enough of the need for organized object-
ive investigation and study engaging not a few but many of the best
minds of the country, ‘I am not unaware, of course, of much excellent
work already being done in these and other fields, but the plea is
for a wider recognition of the nagd and for larger support of suoch
endeavors, Even more important than subport is the need for more
men and women dedicated to a search for the solution of these
problems, “

In the past few years we have witnessed mass actionsof alarming
proportions against law and established order. Though it may be
argued that they are but an aftermath of the war ghich will vanish
when normal peacetime conditiona return, the ansver may not be as
simple as thate Such events produce the uneasy feeling that orderly
democratic processes may be in jeopardy with the threat of wholesale
disregard of law and ordere¢ Such a threat if unchecked might
ultimately force a new system of ocontrols, Indeed, the 1nstancéa
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Thus the domestic scene presents many disturbing aspects ang
warning signals. Patriotic and unselfish devotion to American
principlés is needed as never before. But more than that is required,
Fundamental studies of economic, social and political issues are
essential to the maintenance of justice, equality of oprortunity and
harmonious progress., The tempo of social change pccasioned by
scientific and technological discoveries demands 1it,

Turning to the foreign scene and America's relation to it, one
finds a host of new problems, Events of the past two years have
plunged us into a vastly complicated maze of currents and counter-
currents, of responsibilities and ébmmitments, the implications of
which cannot yet be fully comprehended. This mucﬁ, howevar,.is clear,
Oour role in international affairs 1is 1nesFapable'ﬁnd our resnonsibie-
1ity overwhelming, In the great debate which is going on in the
world with regard to the relation of the individual to the state,
between Commmunism and democracy, the United States is looked %o,
not merely for material assistance, but for politiéal and gorai
leadership.. To meet that challenge successfully requires a knowe
ledge of other peoples and an understanding of their hopes and
aspirations on the part of the American people which are as‘yat
lacking,

The post-war interest in international studies in our glleges
and universities is a heartening faote Thn 1anga\'”;"” s |
tutiona ‘now devoloping roreign.‘ ea inati &
'""buxlinatlg'mbre remain&ﬁié“
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are urgently needed, The present programs represent but the begin-
nings of a vast development in 1nternational_studies vhich should

be encouraged by every possible means, In the light of our current
responsibilities and requirements for meeting them the fact that

our nation in the past has been isolationist educationally as well as

politically stands out in clear relief. One of the major tasks of

high®&r education in the years ahead is.to eliminate that traditional
deficiency. To do so will require greatiy increased resources and
supporte.

The need 1s so immedlate and urgent that more than undergraduate
and graduate students must be serGQd. Programs ?or adults are fully
as necessary. University extension departments,vlocal, state, and
regional groups devoted to this cause are makingJValuéble coﬁtribu-
tions, The magnificent achievements of the Pacific Coast Council
in this field are known far and wide. It has set an example that
will be ermlated by other communities and regions. In this effort
institutions of higher learning can play a significant part aé they
strengthen their campus programs,

What more needs to be said o indicate the lzind of 4issues which
university graduates, the lsaders of tomorrow, will be ealled upon _

to mest,

It doesn't require much imagination to visualise hhs possibili-

ties and difficulties, the opportunities and danger_
profound human values at :take , Ve live in one '
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the century has been frightfully desfructive not only of life and
property, but of moral and spiritual values as well, What will

the second half be like? That will depend upon these graduates

and others like them who will bear the he%? and bﬁrden of the days

to come, My guess 1s that it will be one of the greatest periods

of American history, difficult and dangerous, but marked by
unprecedeated progress, It is the role of the educated to make

it so, That 1s the challenge of these times to university graduates.



