iz OWN freshman year, the p
E5&lngth@amn’nmm;' of thé school =

Members of the Class of 1994, 18 years ago, | sat wheré you are
sitting now, and you honor me greatly by a:l?ion'd metobe my% you -
today. I've leaned over the last few years, over thé last few days,-
that the Invitation for me to speak generated somé controversy. ft's"
nice to know that Stanford hasn't changéd. Well, it has changed a .
little. | was told last night that Stanford finally Is demolishing the trail-*
er park. However, | have to point out that when | was a graduating -
" senior, the commencement speaker used approximately the same ¥

line. And | fear that maybe 25 years from now when you come back ;
to see your own children graduate, that the commencement speak- -
er will again say Stanford finally is demolishing the fraller park.
Now, | was asked what | was going to say today, and | sald that .
mppmblemwithmemmmencemmaddresslsywhavembebmh :
witty and inspiring, and | have little experience In being either. In-*
deed, one of the risks of inviting a lawyer to be your commencement..
speaker ... Well, there's an old story about two people who were *
in a balloon. They were taking a balloon trip and they ran Into 4 ter- -
n‘ple’stomTheywefebbwnoﬂcwrse.Mcohpaswasba.meyi i
didn’t know where they were. Finally, the storm subsided and they .
began coming down to the ground, and they saw a man walking }
along the road, and they shouted down from the balloon, *Excuse
me, sir. Can you tell us where we are?" And he looked up and said,
“Of course, 1 can. You are in a balloon.” And one of them turned to
the other and said, *I know that man is a lawyer because what he
sald is completely accurate and absolutely useless.” v
_Being here on your graduation day evokes so many fond mem-
ories for me. As the president mentioned, | wrote a weekly column
for the Stanford Daily. Last night at dinner | ran into Richard Lyman, -
who was the president of the university when | was a student, and
| was very distressed to learn that he remembered none of my g
columns attacking him. | would like to have thought | made a big-
gi;e;lmpad:nnzn'. Evidgm. Idi'gnot. He asked me what did | attack
about, realized | couldn't remember. eless, I'
cor;{id:r'n thdt | was right. i neverthe-less, il
nd from what | understand, the Stanford Daily is much
same — it's still always confident that it's right. | waslymcenﬂy logl'ke-
ing through some back Issues of the Stanford Daily in an effort to
figure out what were the big issues on campus my senior year, and
| discovered there was an issue other than grading that was im-
portant then. It had to do with money. Eighteen years ago, we
were convinced, absolutely convinced, that the Stanford we knew
ford 1 atenc, bmums ot T i o bl o o
sé of the faculty decisioh to pusH ygarly &
above $4,000 a year. v D o
mag-

Fortunately, we tumed out to be wrong. Stanford s still a
ical place, a diverse place, and the Stanford G
like the Stanford degree, will open doors that I, at least, as a student
was unable to imagine. The very name Stanford carries some
magic, even if at times the magic is of the wrong kind. During my. -
the parent ot ool m Y.goms Mates, upx 2
claimed in surprise, “You mean to tell me we're spending all this

money to send you to a junior college?”
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* as you may or may not have noticed as you sit ' ‘
‘'you sit here at a fascinating confluence of anniversarles - times to ;
remember people who fought hard, often making thé ultimate sac- |.

- years ago this summer, Richard Nixon resigned as

@ _Bubecqurse théiﬁame Stanford is muehln theneﬁs latelybe- ;
cause of this marvelous debate over the grading system. Now, | must

say that when | read about the forthcoming change in the drop rules

and the retumn of the F, | shed a small tear. Not so much of nostal- .,

gia but of regret. You see, | always knew that your generation was -
wiser than mine, but until this controversy, | didn't realize how .
much wiser. In my day, we also over-used the ryle allowing us to
drop courses right up to the final exam, but we used it to avoid get-
ting C’s and D's. The idea of using it to avoid getting 4 Bis
velous one that | wish had occurred to me. . : . ’

ager .
amar-*..

. But enough of my reminiscences. After all, this Is your day.and g

rifice In causes they believed to be just. Consider this: Six days ago,
we celebrated the 50th anniversary of D-Day, the Allled invasion of .
Europe during World War |1, a war that was fought with courage and
honipr and for the good. Many veterans of that war are probably here
in this stadium today, some among faculty, some,among your fam-

ilies and friends, and they deserve from the rest of us honor and |

homage.

Now let me speak to another annlvetsary.lusl orie month ago |

we celebrated the 40th of the Court’s landmark
decision In Brown vs. Board of Education, which struck down
school segregation as unconstitutional, and marked the start of a new-
era in the nation’s consciousness, and later this year, by a happy

R A

o -

mhmo’ 1994,' g

coincidence, we celebrate the 30th an of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, which marked the high point in the nation’s formal leg- -
islative commitment to equality. The civil rights movement that re-

sulted in those two great victories was another war, also fought with : |
courage and honor. Some veterans of that war, t0o, are doubtless |

and homage. ..’ | 2N o A e
an anniversary of a different

-And then theré Is an

Kind. Twenty -
of the.

United States. This took place at the end of the Vietnam confiict, an .
unpopular and exhausting war, and one it must be said that |, like -

the.rest of my generation, largely opposed, and yet a war also
fought with, courage and honor. Many .vsterans of that war are
. surely with us in the stadium this
All of which brings us.to the present, 1994 One day another

" comniencement speaker will stand on the podium; 10, 20, 30.

_ the rest of us honor and homage. ! ]

years from_now, and §o back over those same anniversaries. -,

* We fought & great war in 1944 abroad; 1954 and 1964 at home;
and so on. And then the speaker will come. to. 1994, and the
question will be, *What war for the good -was-

being fought at ;

home or abroad by the American people in.19947?" Let me suggest.

to you there’s no easy or obvious answer. to that. If you look at
American society today, you see a society that is at once deeply

fractured and terribly smug. America approaches the 21st centu- .

ry in & dangerous complacency — self-satisfied, a bit middle--
aged, a nation that belleves In all too littlé @xcept for the In-

evitability of our own divisions and disagreements. We are far bet-
ter at giving names to each other ~ the Religious Right, the

-

Lifestyle Left — than we are at sitting down and looking for areas -

of consensus prior to the hard work of thrashing out our differences.

You've heard thiose namés, you've heard others. Cansider the
impossibility, of enabling a frank conversation between comm
advocates of different sides of the abortion Issue. Again, there our

rsatiop between committed .

B T ——




?mubsqumsuﬂemquuefam!yfrqmmeaepmsslngmetoﬂcof ;

 demonization, and always familiar witf the wearying script. On the

* one side you have the religious zealots who oppress women and

* murder doctors. On the other side you have the baby killers who per-

" petrate America’s own holocaust. This Is the e talk about each

-other in America today because talking about each other this way, -
with Us, I¢ fa¢ Basler, far easler, than

 demonizing those who disagree

'sitting down and falking. -t - T, i

. Our tendency to see each other in thes catégoriés ahd then to

- place those categories In on carries témible costs. When we

" make dlalogue impossible, that leads to moral and political disas-

. ter. Opinion surveys tell us that eight out of 10 Americans believe

*‘ﬂﬂngshavegonebﬂy_wmnglnournaﬂon}tﬁaiﬂpesplﬂwal;mral”

] is missing. And all too many of, us, and | confess I'm
often in this group, act as tholigh We're

ymenton anyoneelse. - . - - ¥

3 “No society, however, he |

’sensusNoeoneaivablesodetycwldevemwivememmmm
to judge. | think that's why our public moral debates are so con-

- tentious, because we recognize there is much at stake. We recog- .
" nize that we do have to pass judgments. We recognize we do

-‘havetoadvlmMedgemorg!npms.MsomoNnedydvIsNequeé- “

jtbnlswho.getstodeddewhlchmoralhuﬂmswlll.beascendant.

Now, | must confess to you that moral certainty frightens me. It

is the human habit — and not the exclusive propensity of any polit-

. ical movement — that those who are morally certain tend to misbe-
have. We're told that most of the saints tended toward bad temper.
But if we feel today that there are fewer saints than there once might -

—p—

r

-

have been, we certainly have no shortage of people who share the
 characteristics of moral certainty, foul temper and consequent mis-
- behavior. . .
" Moral certainty canbe a force. Moral cer-

genocide abroad during World War I, against raclal segregation at

homeduringmedvllﬂghtsmovemenLMptaleemyeanalsobo-

horribly oppressive. After all, Pol Pot and the perpetrators of the in- .

quisition were morally certain, too. .
But the

:md\aelPenyhaswdmn.andlqmte.'AMwenmtredslh»_
fallibilism, at any given moment cur convictions are what they
are.” In other words, while we must always be careful to recognize

~ the lity of error in our most cherished bellefs, we must also
 be willing to act on what we most fevently believe. And therein lies
a small tale. A cobiple of years ago, my wifé and | decided that the
: children 1o take up a team sport.

6d 10 ;2 professiona : m
: Bthin! ‘had often hoticed bU!
had never refliected. One players, the ball was thrown in his :
! dimcuon.he,tanadtommb\nhepmpqdupmwebmedas i
| though he had caught t, and then ran back to the huddle before the
officials had a chance to confer.so his team couid run the next play.
1 the broadcasters? The broadcasters.
did Hot Sy, “Wow, what a liar

What was the comment from the br

1 said, “What a hédds-up play.” They
that kid is.” . 3 .
’ knaalnelorammmlmuayerhadmbmemfemmd
sald.'l'msony.slr.ldldnotmakattneatch.Youreelllswrong.‘
hiscoadlandtgammaﬁaswooldhavebpenhﬂous.ﬂe

have been a good team player. Thus, the ethic of this par-

rewards
Don't get me wrong, 'm still a great lover of foofbal

P A
| ‘Would not ,
uwlarnaﬁonal,sponmoutbbeaneﬂicmm

¢ of foolball, but Fm trou-
1. bled by our celebration of success in a sport through breaking the
* rules and essentially lying about it. ,

" to live with integrity; and r v
struggle o create a sdclety that dllows others 3 live with integrity

| gest, it requifes three steps: First, you must know what it is that you _
. believe. Second, you must be willing to act on the basis of what you

)izbbequmatyouareacﬁng,ﬂﬁﬂlehasl_so'whatyoubelm.

*life lacks the passion and the spirit that make life worthwhile. |
dommeanpsuggeamatlnﬁagritylsﬂnonlyolenmdoooddm-
- acter, but without it, without the willingness to stand up for one’s be-

- to look, to think in térms of right and wrong when we elect or re|
: pormwwﬂdaxesbasedonwhatﬂrey.wlndofotwwmpo’:l(ef,

" mean that we refuse to act on what we belleve. The legal scholar .
e

.. But unpacking your beliefs means not stopping with your feeling of

And so, when | wonder about what war ought to be going on In
1994, let me make a rather modest proposal. What about a war to -
restore or, perhaps for the first time, bring integrity to American life?
You see, if we lack integrity, the rest of our beliefs don’t matter. If
you lack integrity, it doesn't matter what your moral or political po-
sitions are, because you will be unable to live them out. That is what
integrity means. Therefore, perhaps we could commit ourseives joint-
ly to a war fought on two fronts —a war in which we commit ourselves

also, it Is often forgotten, a war in which we

as well.

Let me offer you a definition of integrity, and let me hasten to add
that | do not consider myself any exemplar of the virtue I'm about
to describe. Like most others | find myself in a daily struggle to live
with as much integrity as | can. To.possess a true integrity, | sug-

believe. And third, perhaps hardest of all, you must be willing to sy -
None of these steps I$ easy, for without fulfilling all three, it is im-
possible to lead what might be called an Integral life, and if you do ™
not lead an integral life, starting now, today; hot tomorrow, then your”

liefs, the rest of a moral universe Is utterly wasted. :
Too many of us, | fear, fall down on step one. We do not know

and often we do not want to know what it is that we most value. Often .

it's much éasler to follow the crowd, to look the other way. We refuse

many Ameri¢ans consider a minor offense. There was enormous.

anger which | shared, and great syimpathy for him and his family.




need an Ameﬂm to be punlshed befote you get mad about it
Living with integrity, requires making that kind of determination. -
Butmeseoondsteplsalsotougﬂ because It's often far easler to
knoWw what one_belleves than to .do somé| ‘about it. 1:know
“ many people who believe that the homeless are entitled to charity,
- but never dispense It. They walk right by people on the street, ig-
noring them while complaining that soclety will dd'nothing about .
homeless people. We have remarkable capacity in our lives to say |
. one thing and do another, not always out of  but out of lack .
of self-assurance. The late legal scholar Robert Caver made this
point quite powerfully when he examined the very puzzling question

ofhownwasmata\medty judges in 1Sth-century Amer-
ica coyld hand out declslor;. allygmnng
tomanypolmalacﬂvlstsbmelrlnablltybreaun

ple they know to be committed to their causes who frequert ‘t}yex-
‘pldin that they simply don’t warit to get involved. . .

But in order to live with integrity, youhavebtakematstep.you
it have to get involved. | do not mean that a citizen living with Integrity
mustbeanaeﬂvlslwlﬂnemotbaﬂofhlsorherbeﬂafs.bmlwony
deeplyaboutmonumberofuswhoarewlmngtoddﬁthroughlﬂe
\being activists on behalf of none of their-bellefs.. ., .

. This leads to the third step, daeepﬂvelyslmplobutoﬂenhdrdest
of all. To live an integral life it Is not enough to act consistently with
what you believe, but one must also say that thdt Is what one is
doing. What made the civil rights movement great was precisely the
. willingness not only to state a belief and live It, but to be.very open
and public abotit the fact that that was what one was doing. .

To take a different example, faiily common, it does not promote |
integrity to cheat on your taxes out of greed, but to claim to be doing -
it as a protest. Nor.does it promote Integrity to do it as a protest and
notnalﬂwlmemalnevemeServbomatMswhyyouradomgn.

It's the life that's lived with integrity that creates the possibility of
_public and open dissent, and it's public and open dissent that
made our nation great. Not conformity, but ditference.

Now those are the steps that are required to live an integral life,
and they require a great deal, | recognize. So why do | then place
this additional burden on you? Why do | insist that we must equal-
ly struggle to see to it that the nation makes it possible for others to

llvewlﬁrlnwgrny?wm Iholdyoulntegrltycanbeoppresslvo and
others from living with integrity, then it may

beyotgewrongﬂ of integrity. Letmemustmebymeamofa.

7 story. As Gerhard Casper mentioned, | had the very great privilege
ofsaMngasalawderkforJusﬂeeThurgoodMarshallofﬁno
SUpremeCoun.lalsospenand\oM\olastyearstIIfemm
ing with him on an oral history project and listening with fascina
andslmple]oytomemarvelousuoryomslno

\ lofMashal.m.caWIeciNn-
was all about. | wijl tell
the story. Obviously, | can't tell it with Justice Marshall's ﬁalr. I
wmuseasmanyofhlswordsésposslble L

me.andl
cipal point of what the civil rights movement

.and most of his -

- =~

., During meﬂmematneandomerl::ger?.for.me NAACP Legal
- Defense Fund were handling criminal and civil rights cases through-
out the South, he happened to stop in a $mall town for a fundrals-
er. Whenhlsfonnalremarkswereovenhewastakenas!d@bya
black man from the audience. “Lawyer,” said the man, “Yes," said
Marshall. “Lawyer, you're educated. You've been to college.” “Yes,
| have,” said Marshall. “Well, then tell me, do you know anything

i about this thlng called relneamaﬁon?' *A little bit,” said Marshall.
"Well, if you do,” the man sald, “and it's true, there’s something you -
ought to arrange for me. Iwantyoutoﬁxnsolflcomeback.lcan
make it as a pig or a goat or a cow, anything but a Negro.”

“Anything but a Negro® — that's what the man said. Now, Justice
Marshall, by his own account, was stunned by that story, and that
" story lilustrates more than anything else what the civil rights move-
ment was about — a social system so totalizing and so oppressive
_that it generates a kind of self-hatred, that makes a man hate the
color of his own skin, so that he would rather be an animal. If
someone tells you, for example, that affirmative action programs
somehow run contrary to the spirit of the civil rights movement, think
about that story. The movement was about much more than dis-
crimination or color-blindness. It was about &liminating, doing-what
we could to eliminate, this oppressive force in American soclety, a
force for self-hatred.

That'sastoryabouthngwlﬁlmagﬁty.andlfyouwanttoﬁve
.alife fighting for the integrity of others, then your responsibility is to
search out other institutions in Amefican society, other cultural tra-
ditions dnd norms, that may make It impossible, or. at least tragically
- difficult, for others to live with integrity. Thereammgnygroupsm
~!American society that face these pressures
wholmowmywofkareaware.lhaveamuedmat
‘liglously devout are Iri this situation, presstired to act 2 lhwghthenr

F4aith doesn’t matter to them, bmﬂleyarendtalone‘n\ln for ex-
;smple,oigaysandlesblanswhoevénnowmsooﬂenlomdto .
mﬂhh&wﬂmv&dﬂwmmmmamm
out integrity, because many,do not want to lose jobs, housing,
ety il AT e
- way, not a country, yse we have
- a lot of work to.do, a lot of work to do In 1934. And the work that we
downbaglnwiﬂ\awarforlmegmy ("

Now, lmenﬂonedﬂweseMogtwpslnpamearbeeameusuany
they’ré thought of as having very different champlions, but it strikes
mematlfyowguldngpdndplelslmegmy,youeanllstenmougm-

‘ youmust a respects In-
mnyofoummorest ngtags.aslfa‘lda?memmf,wom
: maueflfyoulaabdom -
Youhlowlt’snothshionabletobepﬂﬂst.blnyouhavetomc- )
ogmzbasyougofomwdaymatyowehada privilege in
attehding this unlversity.- Your Stanford experience
Stanforddegmwllopenamazingdoorsmyou It may seem

'm.ml&mmmmﬂammmmmm do it with

Makesummatywdeddetobewhamlsmatyoubeﬁeve
youwamtobe,rammanwhatsomeoneelseexpocbyoutobe
andhengdotﬂandbethattﬂng But whatever you may decide,
to whatever cause you may commit yourself, to whatever life you
wm{mmuwmmmﬁw%mmn
" to pressrve for, others that same possi ng 4

mankyou.God—blessyou.andmyheanfehcongratu tions. ®




