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Stanford Tuition Grant Program 
*TGP Tips* 

Applications 

• Incomplete applications will be returned.  This can delay receipt of your authorization 
letter which may delay payment of tuition. 
 

• Include the required dependent documentation, such as birth or marriage certificates or 
tax returns when you submit your application. 
 

• *IMPORTANT* Give the TGP Authorization Letter to the school right away.  

a. This notifies the school that your child is in our program and that they will need to 
invoice us directly for each term.   

b. The letter needs to be sent to the person who handles “Third Party Billing”. If in 
doubt contact the school for instructions. 

 
• If your child is in an overseas program, the application needs to be submitted as soon as 

possible as these may take longer to process. 
 
• If your child wants to attend a foreign institution, be sure to check with the TGP office to 

confirm that the schools you are considering are eligible foreign institutions. 
 

• If you would like to authorize your spouse or significant other to communicate with the 
Tuition Grant Program about your child’s TGP account, please send an e-mail to 
tuitiongrant@stanford.edu from your Stanford e-mail address.  The e-mail needs to state 
the name of the person being authorized and that he or she can have full access to the 
child’s (include name) account. 
 

Invoicing (Including Overseas Study Programs) 

• Most schools invoice us after the Add/Drop period.   
 

• Invoices are processed by the date received. 
 

• Tuition due dates are usually computer generated and often don’t apply to the TGP 
benefit amount due. That date is usually for any payments or charges that the parent is 
responsible for.  
 

• Many schools will credit the student’s accounts before sending the invoice.   
 

• Not all schools invoice TGP directly.  In that case, it is your responsibility to send us the 
invoice for each term so we can pay the tuition directly to the school. 
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• If you paid tuition for your dependent child, TGP must still pay the school directly to 
maintain the non-taxable status of the payment.  The school will credit the student’s 
account. 
 

• Overseas programs through your child’s home institution may request tuition payment 
sooner than schools in the US.   
 

• Overseas programs are usually on a semester schedule instead of a quarter schedule. 
This poses some problems if your child’s home institution is on the quarter schedule: 

a. If TGP pays based on the quarter schedule, the dollar amount payable is less. 
• Example: $7,364 instead of $11,046 for AY14/15 

b. If TGP pays based on the semester schedule, you use more points and could 
end up with less available at the end of four years. 

• Example: 1.5 pts. instead of 1.0 pts. 
c. Discuss with the TGP Administrator to see which works best for your situation. 

 

Community College vs. Four-Year School 

• A term/point is used up whether we pay $500.00 or $10,000.00 in tuition, so if your child 
plans on transferring to a four-year college from a community college to complete their 
degree, carefully consider saving TGP for the school with the higher tuition. 
 

• At some public schools it is difficult for students to get the classes they need.  Because 
of this, an additional term or year may be necessary once they’ve transferred to a four-
year school, to complete their degree. 
 

Attendance 

• Part-time attendance is 8 units or less. TGP will pay half of the maximum benefit amount 
and apply half of the term/points value. 
 

• Summer attendance is considered a term (full-time or part-time, depending on number of 
units taken).  Summer tuition is generally less than other terms. Carefully consider 
whether you want to use a term/points for summer or pay for it yourself. 
 

• Students who are dependents: may have breaks in attendance without repercussions.  

• Students who are taxable: must attend without breaks (except for summer term).  Any 
terms that are taken off are lost or considered used. 

 

Financial Aid 

• It is important to inform the school that you have TGP as a benefit.  

• TGP will only deduct financial aid that can only be used for tuition.  

• Loans must be repaid so they are not considered financial aid by TGP and will not be 
deducted from the benefit. 
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Taxability 

• The Tuition Grant Program is a non-taxable benefit and is not considered additional 
income to you.   

• When your child turns 24 and is still being claimed as your dependent, we will ask you 
for copies your tax returns (page one and the signature page only). You will also need to 
sign Promissory Notes to insure that you submit tax returns for future tax years. 

• TGP coverage does not end when your child turns 26, although the benefit may be 
taxable if he/she is no longer your dependent.  

• If you find out you weren’t able to claim your child on your tax returns for the academic 
year and non-taxable tuition payments have been made by TGP, contact the TGP Office 
right away. The Stanford Payroll Department may need to make adjustments to your 
taxable wages. 

 

 


