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THE MANAGING GLOBAL INSECURITY PROJECT (MGI) 
 
The MGI Project focuses on the implications of the changing global order for U.S. and 
international security. The backdrop is the increased weight and role of the emerging powers, 
with which we both cooperate and compete, and the increased salience of transnational 
threats. We aim to develop policy options for U.S. national strategy to grapple with these 
changing realities – premised on the view that only U.S. leadership offers the prospect of 
renewed international order that can foster cooperation, manage competition and avoid 
conflict and crisis in the international system.  
 
Our Work 
 
In 2008, MGI published Power and Responsibility  which laid out a strategy for reducing 
the instability risk arising from the changing global order. At its heart was a strategy for 
building the emerging powers into mechanisms for global cooperation in areas of shared 
interest. We also laid out a timetable and agenda for reform of key international institutions, 
such as the G8/G20 and the UN, that are needed to manage transnational risks. 
 
MGI has stimulated policy debates over American leadership and international cooperation in 
response to transnational threats. Our main arguments and messages resonate with the advent 
of the G20, new major power efforts to tackle nuclear security, and with renewed attention to 
the performance of key international tools and alliances, including NATO.  
 
Our Focus 
 
The challenges ahead are greater than those behind, especially as the political impacts of the 
global financial crisis reverberate through international politics. Looking ahead, MGI is 
focusing on how U.S. policymakers should respond to:  
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 The rise of new global actors, and the implications for regional and international 

stability  

 The growing salience of transnational threats, including transnational terrorism, 
and biological insecurity 

 Rising energy and scarce resource competition between the major and rising 
powers 

 The regional and global implications of fragile states  

 The growing mismatch between demands on multilateral institutions and 
arrangements – including new mechanisms such as the G20 – and their capacity to 
deliver 
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http://www.brookings.edu/projects/mgi/power_and_responsibility.aspx


 

 

 
Our Experts 
 
Bruce D. Jones is MGI Director & Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy at Brookings and Director and Senior Fellow, 
Center for International Cooperation, NYU. His research focuses on U.S. policy on global order and transnational 
threats; international conflict management; and fragile states. 
 
Steve J. Stedman is the Stanford MGI Director & Nonresident Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy at Brookings and 
Professor & Senior Fellow, Center for International Security and Cooperation, Stanford University. A leading expert 
on civil wars and conflict management, Stedman was formerly the research director of the UN High-level Panel on 
Threats, Challenges and Change from 2003-2004, and assistant secretary general and special advisor to the secretary 
general of the United Nations, in 2005.  
 
Javier Solana is a Distinguished Senior Fellow with the Foreign Policy program at Brookings. Former NATO 
Secretary-General and European Union High Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy, Solana 
provides counsel to the Brookings Foreign Policy research program and expertise on transnational governance issues.  
 
Jean-Marie Guehenno is a Senior Fellow at Brookings and a Senior Fellow at the Center for International 
Cooperation, NYU. Guehenno was the Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations at the United Nations 
from 2000 to 2008. He is an expert in peacekeeping, global governance and transnational security threats. 
 
Ted Piccone is Deputy Director & Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy at Brookings. Piccone specializes in U.S.-Latin 
American relations; global democracy and human rights; and multilateral affairs. Piccone serves as an advisor to the 
Club of Madrid and has served on the National Security Council, at the State Department and the Pentagon. 
 
Ann Florini is a Nonresident Senior Fellow at Brookings and Professor & Director, Center on Asia and 
Globalization, Lee Kuan Yew School. She works on global governance, energy policy and the public roles of private 
corporations. 
 
Michael Fullilove is a Nonresident Senior Fellow at Brookings and Program Director for Global Issues at the Lowy 
Institute. A former adviser to Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating, he writes widely on topics including U.S. and 
Australian foreign policy, the U.N., and diasporas. 
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University Press, 2010.  

“For Rising Global Powers, Cooperation Trumps Competition.” Bruce Jones and Richard Gowan. The National, 
February 4, 2010. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Further Information: http://www.brookings.edu/projects/mgi.aspx 


