
Stanford’s Rideshare Community 
http://zimride.stanford.edu

at Stanford 
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Presentation Notes
Zimride at Stanford is a private rideshare community for the staff, faculty and student body of Stanford University.  Accessible only to those with a Stanford email address, over 2,500 people have signed up to share rides on the Zimride system.  Whether you are looking for a regular commute partner or an occasional rideshare, Zimride at Stanford can help you cut your commuting costs and have a more enjoyable ride to work.  Over the next few slides, I’m going to give a brief overview of the functionality of the system and then leave some time for any questions. [next slide]



Login limited to only @stanford.edu 
email accounts to preserve

privacy and trust.

Zimride at Stanford’s Homepage
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Here is the home page of Zimride at Stanford.  The map lets shows some of the most recent ride postings on the site while the Commute Origins and travel destinations list out what areas are most active with commute postings.  To sign up, you simply click on the large green “Sign Up!” button where you’ll be directed to create an account using your Stanford email address. The system sends a confirmation email to that account to double check that it’s you. From there, you’ll be led into part one of the sign up process which is adding your ride.  Also note you can choose to log in using Facebook Connect.  This also confirms you have a Stanford email address but means you do not have to fill out a new profile.  It also allows you to share your ride postings and commutes with friends on Facebook. [next slide]



Enter your trip origin and destination

Define your commute flexibility

Include other notes about your trip 

Define the specific criteria around your ride posting 
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After you create your account, you’ll be walked through the add ride process.  You simply add your ride need or ride request (or you can look for either if you just want a rideshare partner).  First, add your starting and ending destinations.  You can hide your exact address for privacy if you choose to do so.  From there, you can select the frequency of your trip  (whether it’s a regular commute or a one time trip) and the time intervals you are available to leave.  The system’s ride-matching algorithm will then select the most relevant matches based on your ride details.  Remember, you don’t have to carpool everyday!  With Zimride you can select to find rides even just one or two days a week.  While the Zimride at Stanford system is closed only to those with a Stanford email address, you do have the option of posting your ride to the public Zimride system.  This simply increases the chances you will find a Zimride partner!The system also encourages users to list the price they are willing to pay or that they want to charge for their ride.  Driving is expensive and it’s important that passengers and drivers fairly share that cost. 



Hi, Tessa!

Optional contact information 
and driving preferences

Show passengers your car

Anonymous Feedback from 
other Zimriders

Tessa Petrich 

Individual profiles for each user
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Here’s an example of my Zimride profile. I can elect to share more information about my driving habits or gender, list additional ways to contact, and show passengers my car.  There’s also an area where anonymous feedback from passengers I’ve travelled with can leave feedback on our trip together. [next slide]



Individual matchlist created for each ride posting

Mapped to quickly determine 
relevance

Easy to browse list of matches
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After you post your ride, you’ll be presented with a matchlist that alerts you to your best options (and even emails you if a new ride is added that matches) but you can also search on your own, filtering by date, frequency or ride type. From this page, you can click through on any ride posting to see more details about a particular ride posting. [next slide] 



Informative ride details after ride is posted

Users can send you a 
message or request a ride

View other passengers
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You can click through on any ride you find on your match list or via search to visit the ride details page.  This page tells you more about your ride or the rides of others as you search through the system.  If you find a ride that looks like a good match, you can send the user a message through the Zimride system or you can contact them directly via their listed contact information.



Encourage Carpooling to your events with a Event Specific 
Page – contact Curtis@zimride.com

mailto:Curtis@zimride.com


Sign up today at http://zimride.stanford.edu

at Stanford 
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So that’s Zimride at Stanford.  You can sign up today at http://zimride.stanford.edu 

http://zimride.stanford.edu
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