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RESEARCH PLAN OUTLINE – FOR RESEARCH APPROACH FACULTY WORKSHOP

The goal of the Research Approach Workshop is to strengthen your research plan. Faculty will provide feedback on your research plan based on your 1 page Specific Aims document and Research Plan Outline (see below). Limit your research plan outline to less than 2 pages. Your mentor (PI) must review the outline before the workshop.  

Consider the following general points that are required for a strong approach section (From The Grant Application Writer’s Workbook, Chapter 10): 

1) What will be done? 

2) What are the means that will be used to accomplish the aim? 

3) What might go wrong?

4) What alternative approaches would you turn to if something were to go wrong? 

5) What are the expected outcomes and why are they important?

Please use the below outline to provide meaningful detail, but not routine methodological detail, for each of your aims. 
Title of Specific Aim #1: (verbatim repeat from your Specific Aims document)
I hypothesize… (verbatim repeat from your Specific Aims document)
Approach (method) to be used: (strategy or approach you will use to test your hypothesis)
Research Design (bullets below are only suggestions, please add or delete bullets if relevant)
· Essential reagents:

· Critical equipment required: 

· Number of subjects / animals:

· Statistical analysis:

· Controls:

· Replicates: 

Expected Outcomes: (highlight the ‘return on investment’)
Potential Problems & Alternative Strategies: (anticipate, and then eliminate, any concerns)
Title of Specific Aim #2: (verbatim repeat from your Specific Aims document)
I hypothesize… (verbatim repeat from your Specific Aims document)
Approach (method) to be used: (strategy or approach you will use to test your hypothesis)
Research Design (bullets below are only suggestions, please add or delete bullets if relevant)
· Essential reagents:

· Critical equipment required: 

· Number of subjects / animals:

· Statistical analysis:

· Controls:

· Replicates: 

Expected Outcomes: (highlight the ‘return on investment’)

Potential Problems & Alternative Strategies: (anticipate, and then eliminate, any concerns)
(If you have additional aims, please add information below.)
