
Page 8 

 On Oct. 22nd, the Environmental and Public 

Outreach Committee of the Board of Trustees met 

to select a new logo for the District. The new logo 

will be available in full color, grayscale, and single-

color (pictured right) versions, and will be 

accompanied by a guide detailing the visual aspects 

of San Mateo County Mosquito and Vector Control 

District’s new image. This logo takes the place of 

several previous logo versions that are currently in 

use, and will help provide a fresh, consistent image 

to the District’s public-facing materials and activities 

— including this report. 

 In addition to the rebranding initiative, work 

continues on the development of a new San Mateo 

County Mosquito and Vector Control District  website. Stakeholder input was 

gathered during October, and will be used to tailor the new website’s content 

organization, functionality, and layout to better fit the needs of  its users. Features  

planned for the new website include an online service request form, interactive 

maps, and email notifications sign-up. The new website will also include features 

which help the District earn the Special District Leadership Foundation’s District 

Transparency Certificate of Excellence. The new San Mateo County Mosquito and 

Vector Control District  website is expected to launch in January 2015. 

A New District Logo 

Chikungunya 

S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  

 Chikungunya virus cases continue to increase in the Caribbean, 

and locally acquired cases have occurred in Florida since July 17, 2014.  

Chikungunya is a vector-borne disease that is transmitted by certain 

Aedes mosquitoes, including Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus.  The 

presence of these Aedes mosquitoes near a person infected with 

Chikungunya virus could result in local transmission.   

 Chikungunya virus is expanding its range, and arrived in the 

Western Hemisphere in 2013.  A recent article by Stephen Higgs 

discusses whether Chikungunya is likely to spread across the United 

States and become established in a similar manner to West Nile Virus 

(WNV) in the early 2000s1.  The author notes that Chikungunya is more 

quickly detected because the transmission cycle does not involve birds, which can circulate the virus in the area before 

there are human cases, and because Chikungunya cases are typically symptomatic, unlike WNV.  However, regions of 

the U.S. that do not have adequate vector control programs might still respond too slowly to prevent establishment of 

the virus1. 

 Symptoms of infection of Chikungunya virus are fever and joint pain, and sometimes include headache and 

rash. Those at greatest risk are infants, adults over 65 years of age, and people with other medical conditions.  
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1. Higgs, S., 2014.  Chikungunya virus: a major emerging threat., Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases.  Vol. 14, Number 8. 

TEM micrograph of Chikungunya virus particles. 
Image by CDC Public Health Image Library. 
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 In October, two birds collected in Pacifica tested positive for West Nile Virus, but mosquitoes collected in these 

areas subsequently tested negative. No mosquito samples tested positive for West Nile Virus in October. 

 On Oct. 7th, the Public Health Education and Outreach Officer  presented to the East Palo Alto City Council on the 

current status of West Nile Virus in San Mateo County. 

 On Oct. 9th and again on Oct. 23rd, the Public Health Education and Outreach Officer, as well as the Interim 

Manager, met with web developers from Digital Deployment to discuss progress on the new District website. The 

new website is expected to launch in January 2015. 

 The Environmental and Public Outreach Committee of the Board of Trustees met on Oct. 22nd to choose the design 

for the new District logo. 

 District staff attended the MVCAC Quarterly Meeting in Sacramento on Oct. 22-24. Public Health Education and 

Outreach Officer  Megan Caldwell was appointed to the MVCAC Public Relations Committee. 

 On Oct. 27th, the District held a Public Information Session on the threat of West Nile Virus in San Mateo County. 

Speakers included the District’s Assistant Manager Brian Weber, John Holick from Central Life Sciences, and Dr. D. 

Scott Smith from Stanford University School of Medicine. 

 Laboratory staff will provide instruction to students at Ravenswood City School District on Dec. 8th and 9th. 

 District offices will be closed November 27th and 28th, December 23rd through 26th, and January 1st and 2nd in 

observance of upcoming holidays. 

Laboratory staff test chickens from the sentinel flock for West Nile Virus. November 4 is 
the last day in 2014 the chickens will be tested. 

S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  

The District asks residents to report dead birds or tree squirrels at http://westnile.ca.gov.  Specimens that appear to 

have been dead for less than 24 hours and are in good condition will be tested for West Nile Virus.  
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New Jersey Light Traps 

Number of Service Requests in September Number of acres treated 

Service Requests and Acres Treated 

S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  
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Mosquito-related Fish Stocking Stinging Insects

Rodents Wildlife Insect ID

Other

Source Type August September 

 Marshes and Impounds 66.91 6.15 

 Catch basins 20.52 0.89 

 Other 1.81 0.25 

 Ditches and Drainlines 0.62 0.13 

 Backyard Ponds 0.21 0.13 

 H20 under bldgs 0.15 0.17 

 Swim Pools 0.11 22.78 

 Vaults 0.06 2.73 

 Misc Containers 0.05 0.64 

 Total 90.45 33.87 
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District Profit & Loss - Consolidated Funds for the month ended September 30, 2014 

S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  
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District Balance Sheet - Consolidated Funds as of September 30, 2014  

S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  
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West Nile Virus Surveillance 

S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  

SEASONAL TOTALS OF POSITIVE MOSQUITO POOLS – 2014 

 

STREET CITY ZIP CODE TEST DATE FOGGING DATE % REDUCTION 

Claremont St San Mateo 94401 June 19, 2014 June 19, 2014 77% 

Ladera Oaks Portola Valley 94028 July 18, 2014 July 21, 2014 97% 

Ellsworth Ct San Mateo 94401 July 18, 2014 July 21, 2014 99% 

Ellsworth Ct San Mateo 94401 July 23, 2014 July 28, 2014 79% 

Birch Ave San Mateo 94402 July 26, 2014 July 30, 2014 98% 

Eisenhower St San Mateo 94403 July 29, 2014 July 30, 2014 98% 

Robert Dr. Menlo Park 94025 August 06, 2014 August 11, 2014 86% 

End of Louise Menlo Park 94025 August 06, 2014 August 11, 2014 86% 

Webb Ranch Portola Valley 94028 August 08, 2014 N/A   

Webb Ranch Portola Valley 94028 August 08, 2014 N/A   

Clay Park South San Francisco 94080 August 11, 2014 August 19, 2014 78% 

Hacker Way E Menlo Park 94025 August 22, 2014 August 24, 2014 98% 

Haven Ave Redwood City 94063 August 29, 2014 September 2, 2014 89% 

Boothbay Ave Foster City 94404 September 16, 2014 September 18, 2014 91% 

Biscayne Ave Foster City 94404 September 16, 2014 September 18, 2014 91% 

SEASONAL TOTALS OF POSITIVE BIRDS – 2014 

STREET CITY ZIP CODE BIRD SPECIES TEST DATE 

Cedar St. San Carlos 94070 American Crow 4-Jun-14 

Berenda Way Portola Valley 94028 Blue Jay 9-Jul-14 

Oak Hollow Way Menlo Park 94025 American Crow 17-Jul-14 

El Camino Real San Mateo 94401 American Crow 21-Jul-14 

Shoreline Dr. San Mateo 94404 American Crow 25-Jul-14 

Politzer Dr. Menlo Park 94025 American Crow 4-Aug-14 

Andeta Way Portola Valley 94028 American Crow 4-Aug-14 

Longford Dr. S. San Francisco 94080 House Finch 15-Aug-14 

Hermosa Way Menlo Park 94025 Blue Jay 27-Aug-14 

Cotton St. Menlo Park 94025 American Crow 4-Sep-14 

City Park San Bruno 94066 Hawk 5-Sep-14 

Lyme Lane Foster City 94404 American Crow 11-Sep-14 

Lyme Lane Foster City 94404 American Crow 11-Sep-14 

Hacker Way Menlo Park 94025 Sparrow 11-Sep-14 

E. Bayshore Rd. Redwood City 94063 Bluebird 16-Sep-14 

Biscayne Ave. Foster City 94404 House Finch 23-Sep-14 

Tioga Way Pacifica 94044 American Crow 6-Oct-14 

Oceana Blvd. Pacifica 94044 American Crow 14-Oct-14 



The California Department of Public Health generates a risk assessment level ranging from 1-5 for West Nile Virus 
(WNV).  The risk level is determined by analyzing a combination of data on mosquitoes and infection rates gathered by 
the District, weather patterns and the state WNV hotline.  The risk levels are explained as: 
 
Risk Rating 1.0—2.5  Normal Season, “No Alert Level”: regular district operations 
Risk Rating 2.6—4.0 Emergency Planning, “Alert Level”: enhanced larval detection and control, public health  
   officials notified, increased disease surveillance, more public outreach 
Risk Rating 4.1-5.0 Epidemic Conditions, “Emergency Level”: full media campaign, physicians and veterinarians  
   alerted, detection and investigations of human cases, continue enhanced larval surveillance  
   and control 
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West Nile Virus Risk Assessment 

S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  

The West Nile Risk Assessment Rating for San Mateo County is currently 2.3 

2014 West Nile Virus Activity 

 Think California’s unprecedented drought will 

help with the fight against West Nile Virus? Think 

again: historically, levels of West Nile Virus have been 

higher in drought years, and this  year is no exception. 

 One factor that may be responsible for this 

effect is the overall decrease in number of water 

sources available to birds and mosquitoes. According 

to Vicki Kramer, Chief of Vector-Borne Disease at 

California Department of Public Health, “When we 

have less water, birds and mosquitoes are seeking out 

the same water sources, and therefore are more likely 

to come in to closer proximity to one another, thus 

amplifying the virus." 

 Lower water levels may also promote West 

Nile Virus activity by creating stagnant areas where 

water once flowed freely. For example, many creeks are reduced to a few pools of standing water, providing areas 

ideal for mosquito larvae. Man-made sources may also breed more mosquitoes; San Mateo County Mosquito and 

Vector Control District’s catch basin program is projected to continue a month longer this year than usual to address 

this problem. 

 While water conservation is important, drought-conscious 

residents may be inadvertently contributing to mosquito problems 

through the use of storm water collection and storage systems. Unless 

properly screened, these systems provide a regular source of standing 

water where mosquitoes can breed. Fortunately, the City-County 

Association of Governments of San Mateo and Bay Area Water Supply 

and Conservation Agency have partnered with San Mateo County 

Mosquito and Vector Control District to overcome this problem, offering 

a rebate to homeowners who purchase and properly install screened 

rain barrels. Applicants receive information about mosquito control and 

District services, while District technicians are provided with a list of 

newly-installed rain barrels so that they can be regularly inspected for 

mosquito larvae. 

 While mosquitoes and West Nile Virus are at the forefront of 

many residents’ minds, the drought can also increase incidences of 

residents coming into contact with another vector: rodents.  During 

droughts, rats and mice can become desperate in their attempts to find 

water sources, leading them to enter homes and take other risks. 

Residents are reminded that access to water sources may attract rodents 

to a property. 
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Drought and West Nile Virus 

S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  

Standing water, like this local creek bed, is an ideal habitat for mosquito 
larvae. 

The District’s catch basin program is projected to 
continue a month longer this year than usual due to 
the drought. 
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West Nile Virus Surveillance 
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SEASONAL TOTALS OF POSITIVE MOSQUITO POOLS – 2014 

 

STREET CITY ZIP CODE TEST DATE FOGGING DATE % REDUCTION 

Claremont St San Mateo 94401 June 19, 2014 June 19, 2014 77% 

Ladera Oaks Portola Valley 94028 July 18, 2014 July 21, 2014 97% 

Ellsworth Ct San Mateo 94401 July 18, 2014 July 21, 2014 99% 

Ellsworth Ct San Mateo 94401 July 23, 2014 July 28, 2014 79% 

Birch Ave San Mateo 94402 July 26, 2014 July 30, 2014 98% 

Eisenhower St San Mateo 94403 July 29, 2014 July 30, 2014 98% 

Robert Dr. Menlo Park 94025 August 06, 2014 August 11, 2014 86% 

End of Louise Menlo Park 94025 August 06, 2014 August 11, 2014 86% 

Webb Ranch Portola Valley 94028 August 08, 2014 N/A   

Webb Ranch Portola Valley 94028 August 08, 2014 N/A   

Clay Park South San Francisco 94080 August 11, 2014 August 19, 2014 78% 

Hacker Way E Menlo Park 94025 August 22, 2014 August 24, 2014 98% 

Haven Ave Redwood City 94063 August 29, 2014 September 2, 2014 89% 

Boothbay Ave Foster City 94404 September 16, 2014 September 18, 2014 91% 

Biscayne Ave Foster City 94404 September 16, 2014 September 18, 2014 91% 

SEASONAL TOTALS OF POSITIVE BIRDS – 2014 

STREET CITY ZIP CODE BIRD SPECIES TEST DATE 

Cedar St. San Carlos 94070 American Crow 4-Jun-14 

Berenda Way Portola Valley 94028 Blue Jay 9-Jul-14 

Oak Hollow Way Menlo Park 94025 American Crow 17-Jul-14 

El Camino Real San Mateo 94401 American Crow 21-Jul-14 

Shoreline Dr. San Mateo 94404 American Crow 25-Jul-14 

Politzer Dr. Menlo Park 94025 American Crow 4-Aug-14 

Andeta Way Portola Valley 94028 American Crow 4-Aug-14 

Longford Dr. S. San Francisco 94080 House Finch 15-Aug-14 

Hermosa Way Menlo Park 94025 Blue Jay 27-Aug-14 

Cotton St. Menlo Park 94025 American Crow 4-Sep-14 

City Park San Bruno 94066 Hawk 5-Sep-14 

Lyme Lane Foster City 94404 American Crow 11-Sep-14 

Lyme Lane Foster City 94404 American Crow 11-Sep-14 

Hacker Way Menlo Park 94025 Sparrow 11-Sep-14 

E. Bayshore Rd. Redwood City 94063 Bluebird 16-Sep-14 

Biscayne Ave. Foster City 94404 House Finch 23-Sep-14 

Tioga Way Pacifica 94044 American Crow 6-Oct-14 

Oceana Blvd. Pacifica 94044 American Crow 14-Oct-14 
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— including this report. 

 In addition to the rebranding initiative, work 

continues on the development of a new San Mateo 

County Mosquito and Vector Control District  website. Stakeholder input was 

gathered during October, and will be used to tailor the new website’s content 

organization, functionality, and layout to better fit the needs of  its users. Features  

planned for the new website include an online service request form, interactive 

maps, and email notifications sign-up. The new website will also include features 

which help the District earn the Special District Leadership Foundation’s District 

Transparency Certificate of Excellence. The new San Mateo County Mosquito and 
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S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  

 Chikungunya virus cases continue to increase in the Caribbean, 

and locally acquired cases have occurred in Florida since July 17, 2014.  

Chikungunya is a vector-borne disease that is transmitted by certain 

Aedes mosquitoes, including Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus.  The 

presence of these Aedes mosquitoes near a person infected with 

Chikungunya virus could result in local transmission.   

 Chikungunya virus is expanding its range, and arrived in the 

Western Hemisphere in 2013.  A recent article by Stephen Higgs 

discusses whether Chikungunya is likely to spread across the United 

States and become established in a similar manner to West Nile Virus 

(WNV) in the early 2000s1.  The author notes that Chikungunya is more 

quickly detected because the transmission cycle does not involve birds, which can circulate the virus in the area before 

there are human cases, and because Chikungunya cases are typically symptomatic, unlike WNV.  However, regions of 

the U.S. that do not have adequate vector control programs might still respond too slowly to prevent establishment of 

the virus1. 

 Symptoms of infection of Chikungunya virus are fever and joint pain, and sometimes include headache and 

rash. Those at greatest risk are infants, adults over 65 years of age, and people with other medical conditions.  
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1. Higgs, S., 2014.  Chikungunya virus: a major emerging threat., Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases.  Vol. 14, Number 8. 

TEM micrograph of Chikungunya virus particles. 
Image by CDC Public Health Image Library. 
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 In October, two birds collected in Pacifica tested positive for West Nile Virus, but mosquitoes collected in these 

areas subsequently tested negative. No mosquito samples tested positive for West Nile Virus in October. 

 On Oct. 7th, the Public Health Education and Outreach Officer  presented to the East Palo Alto City Council on the 

current status of West Nile Virus in San Mateo County. 

 On Oct. 9th and again on Oct. 23rd, the Public Health Education and Outreach Officer, as well as the Interim 

Manager, met with web developers from Digital Deployment to discuss progress on the new District website. The 

new website is expected to launch in January 2015. 

 The Environmental and Public Outreach Committee of the Board of Trustees met on Oct. 22nd to choose the design 

for the new District logo. 

 District staff attended the MVCAC Quarterly Meeting in Sacramento on Oct. 22-24. Public Health Education and 

Outreach Officer  Megan Caldwell was appointed to the MVCAC Public Relations Committee. 

 On Oct. 27th, the District held a Public Information Session on the threat of West Nile Virus in San Mateo County. 

Speakers included the District’s Assistant Manager Brian Weber, John Holick from Central Life Sciences, and Dr. D. 

Scott Smith from Stanford University School of Medicine. 

 Laboratory staff will provide instruction to students at Ravenswood City School District on Dec. 8th and 9th. 

 District offices will be closed November 27th and 28th, December 23rd through 26th, and January 1st and 2nd in 

observance of upcoming holidays. 

Laboratory staff test chickens from the sentinel flock for West Nile Virus. November 4 is 
the last day in 2014 the chickens will be tested. 

S a n  M a t e o  C o u n t y  M o s q u i t o  a n d  V e c t o r  C o n t r o l  D i s t r i c t  

The District asks residents to report dead birds or tree squirrels at http://westnile.ca.gov.  Specimens that appear to 

have been dead for less than 24 hours and are in good condition will be tested for West Nile Virus.  


