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Graduate Degrees

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

For each Stanford advanced degree, there is an approved course of
study which meets University and department requirements. The Uni-
versity’s general requirements, applicable to all graduate degrees at
Stanford, aredescribed bel ow. University requirementspertainingtoonly
asubset of advanced degrees are described inthe* Degree-Specific Re-
quirements’ section.

Seethe" Graduate Programs” section of each department’ slistingfor
specific department degree requirements. | nformation on professional
school programsis available in the bulletins of the Graduate School of
Business, the School of Law, and the School of Medicine.

REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

Graduate students must register for all terms of each academic year
(Autumn, Winter, and Spring quartersor, for Law students, Autumn and
Spring semesters), fromtheadmissiontermuntil conferral of thedegree.
Theonly exceptionto thisrequirement occurswhenthestudentisgrant-
ed an official leave of absence. Failureto register for aterm during the
academic year without taking aleave of absenceresultsin denial of fur-
ther registration until reinstatement tothedegree programisgranted and
thereinstatement feepai d. Registrationin Summer Quarter isnot required
and does not substitute for registration during the academic year.

Inadditiontotheaboverequirement for continuousregistration dur-
ing the academic year, graduate students arerequired by the University
to beregistered:

1. Ineachtermduring which any official department or University re-
quirement isfulfilled, including qualifying examsor the University
oral exam.

2. Inany terminwhichaUniversity dissertation/thesisis submitted or
at theend of which agraduate degreeisconferred, unlessthe student
wasregistered the prior term.

3. Normally,inany terminwhichthestudent receivesfinancial support
fromthe University.

4. Inany term for which the student needsto use University facilities,
such ason-campushousing, libraries, Cowell Health Service, and so
on.

5. Forinternational students, inany term of theacademicyear for which
they have non-immigrant status (for example, aJ1 or F1visa).

Individual studentsmay also find themselves subject totheregistra-
tionregquirementsof other agencies(for exampl e, external funding sourc-
essuchasFederal financial aid). Coursework and research areexpected
tobedoneon campusunlessthedepartment givesprior approval for study
in absentiaand apetition for in absentiaregistration is approved by the
Registrar’ s Office.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Graduate students who do not meet the requirement for continuous
registration during the academic year must obtain an approved leave of
absence, inadvance, for theterm(s) they will not beregistered. Theleave
of absencemust bereviewedfor approval by thechair or director of grad-
uatestudiesof thestudent’ smajor department and, if thestudentisinthe
United Stateson avisa, by the Bechtel International Center. The grant-
ing of aleave of absenceisat the discretion of the department.

New graduate studentsand approved coterminal studentsmay nottake
aleave of absence during their first quarter. Coterminal studentsarere-
quired to register their first graduate quarter. However, new Stanford
students may request adeferment.

L eaves of absence are granted for amaximum of one calendar year.
Leaves requested for alonger period are approved only in exceptional
circumstances (for example, mandatory military service). Anextension
of leave (amaximum of oneyear) for studentsin master’ s programsor
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for doctoral studentsnot yet admitted to candidacy, isapproved only in
unusual circumstances. Extension requests must be made before the
expiration of the original |eave of absence. L eaves of absence may not
exceed acumulativetotal of twoyears.

Studentsonleaveof absencearenot registered at Stanford and, there-
fore, do not have the rights and privileges of registered students. They
cannot fulfill any official department or University requirementsduring
the leave period.

Studentsonleavemay compl etecoursework for whichan Incompl ete
grade was awarded in aprior term and are expected to comply with the
usual one-year timelimit for resolving incompl etes.

REINSTATEMENT

Students who fail to be either registered or approved for aleave of
absence by the start of aterm are required to apply for reinstatement
through the Graduate Admissions Office before they can return to the
samedegree program. The decision to approve or deny reinstatement is
made by the student’ s department or program. Departments are not
obliged to approvereinstatements of students. Reinstatement decisions
may be based on the applicant’ sacademic statuswhen last enrolled, ac-
tivitieswhileaway from campus, thelength of theabsence, theperceived
potential for successful compl etion of theprogram, and theability of the
department to support the student both academically and financialy, as
well as any other factors or considerations regarded as relevant by the
department.

Reinstatement informationisavail ablefromthe Graduate Admissions
Office. A feeisrequired. Reinstatement appli cationsmust be submitted
by thefirst day of thetermfor whichreenrollmentisrequestedif thestu-
dentisregistering for courses.

RESIDENCY

At Stanford, asat other research universities, each advanced degree
program has aresidency requirement of aminimum number of full-tu-
ition quartersof registration or theequivalent in partial -tuition quarters.
Where morethan oneadvanced degreeispursued, theresidency require-
ment may be uniqueto that particular combination of degrees.

The residency requirements for most degrees and degree combina-
tions arelisted in the chart below. Residency measures tuition assess-
ments; the number of course units attempted or completed has no bear-
ing onresidency. It should also be noted that the residency requirement
representsthe minimum tuition requirement for adegree; an individual
student, depending on hisor her program, preparation, and choices, may
need to accrue more residency than the requirement states to earn the
degree.

Thefundamental reasonfor thisrequirementiseducational: themin-
imumresidency fixedfor each programistheshortest periodthat students
generally need to attain the level of expertisethat aparticular Stanford
advanced degreesignifies, by compl eting specified coursework and other
degreerequirements, and by immersingthemselvesintheintellectual life
of the University.

Theresidency requirement al so ensuresthat areasonabl e proportion
of theUniversity’ sexpensesfor providing therequisitesof ahigh qual-
ity education are met from tuition income, particularly the expense of
small classes and the need for state-of-the-art laboratory facilities and
comprehensivelibrary collections. Theseexpensesremain constant even
if, as sometimes happens, a student satisfies his or her other degree re-
quirements before compl eting the residency requirement.

In such cases, the student can receive the degree early but must pay
tuition for the full residency period. A tuition deficiency (a percent of
residency lessthan therequired number of quarters) for adegreemay be
paid to obtain the degree or to qualify for Terminal Graduate Registra-
tion (TGR) status.

Residency is stated in terms of full-tuition quarters. Registration at
the full-tuition rate (11 or more units during the academic year and 15
unitsduring Summer Quarter) earnsone quarter of residency. Residen-
cy for partial tuition quartersduring theacademicyear accruesasfollows:
3units=.24,4units=.31, 5units=.37, 6 units=.43, 7 units= .50, 8 units
=.56, 9 units=.62, 10 units= .68.



Residency is most commonly accrued through registration at Stan-
ford asamatricul ated graduate student. Withinapplicablepolicy, it may
also be earned through graduate work done el sewhere (see below), reg-
istration as a non-matricul ated student at Stanford, or payment of atu-
ition deficiency.

Further information about theresidency requirementisavailablefrom
the Degree Progress Officein the Old Union.

RESIDENCY AND UNIT REQUIREMENTS IN COTERMINAL
PROGRAMS

Unit Requirement—T he University minimum requirementsfor co-
terminal bachelor’ s/master’ sprogramare 180 unitsfor thebachelor’ sde-
greeplus36 (or higher departmental requirement, asdetermined by each
graduate department) unduplicated units for the master’ s degree. The
requirementsfor thecoterminal programwith dual undergraduatedegrees
are180unitsfor thefirst bachel or’ sdegree, 45 unitsfor the second bach-
elor’ sdegree, 36 to 45 unitsfor the master’ sdegree. Of the 36-unit Uni-
versity minimumfor themaster’ sdegree, all coursesmust beat or above
the 100 level and 50 percent must be courses designated primarily for
graduatestudents(typically atleast at the2001evel). Department require-
mentsmay behigher. Unitsfor agiven course may not becounted to meet
the requirements of more than one degree, that is, no units may be dou-
ble-counted. No coursestaken morethantwo quartersprior toadmission
tothecoterminal master’ sprogram may be used to meet the 36-unit Uni-
versity minimum requirement for the master’ s degree.

Residency Requirement—All Stanford master’ sdegree studentsare
required to complete aresidency requirement.

Theresidency requirement for a student pursuing an A.B., B.S, or
B.A.S., and acoterminal master’ sdegree can befulfilled by completing
three full-tuition quarters (or the equivalent in partial-tuition quarters),
after reaching 180 units (90 unitscompleted at Stanford). For example,
the student who has 180 unitsat theend of aAutumn Quarter, will begin
toaccruegraduateresidency duringthe Winter Quarter. If thestudent has
179 unitsat the end of Autumn Quarter, graduate residency will not ac-
crue during the Winter Quarter as the 180 unit minimum had not been
reached during Autumn Quarter. Advanced Placement and undergrad-
uatetransfer unitson the student’ stranscript assist the student in reach-
ing the 180-units milestone sooner, but cannot be counted towards the
threerequired quartersthereafter.

The residency requirement for a student pursuing dual degrees (an
A.B.andaB.S.) andacoterminal master’ sdegreecanbefulfilled by com-
pletingthreefull-tuition quarters(or theequivalentin partial-tuition quar-
ters) after reaching 225 units (135 units completed at Stanford). This
higher requirement fol lowsthesamerulesasdescribedintheabovepara-
graph, except the student will begin to accrue graduate residency the
quarter after reaching the 225-units milestone.

A full-tuitionquarter isregistration at thefull-tuitionrate (11 or more
units during the regular academic year and 15 or more units during the
Summer Quarter). A partial tuition quarter isregistrationbel ow theful -
tuition rate. For example, studentswho register for 9 unitsduring an ac-
ademic quarter accrue 62 percent (0.62) of one full-tuition quarter (see
residency for partial tuition quarters asthose described above).

Tuition Ratefor Graduate Engineering—Thetuition ratefor gradu-
ate Engineering is higher than for undergraduate programs. Students
enrolled in acoterminal program in the School of Engineering need to
earn three quartersfor graduate residency, as do other master’ s degree
students. They beginto pay the higher graduate Engineeringtuitionrate
inthequarter after they have reached 180 unitsand after they have been
enrolledfortwelvequartersasundergraduates, at the 11 or moreunitrate
during theregular academic year (or the 15 or more unit rate during the
summer quarters). In effect, undergraduate students are allotted twelve
quarters of undergraduate tuition. For example, a student in a cotermi-
nal program in the School of Engineering who earned 180 units by the
end of the eleventh quarter of enrollment, woul d begin to accrue gradu-
ate residency during the twelth quarter, but would only start to pay the
graduate Engineering tuition rateduring thethirteenth quarter of enroll-
ment.
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Coterminal studentsin the School of Engineering, with two under-
graduate degrees, are assessed the graduate Engineering tuition ratein
the quarter after they have reached 225 units and after they have been
enrolledfor fifteen quartersasundergraduates, at the 11 or moreunit rate
during the regular academic year (or the 15 or more unit rate during the
summer quarters).

Engineering coterminal studentswould al so start paying the gradu-
ate Engineering tuitionrateif any undergraduate degreeisconferred or
if they are granted any graduate aid. Once charged under the graduate
Engineering tuition schedul e, thetuition will not revert thereafter to the
undergraduate rate.

For additional information on the coterminal bachelor’ s'/master pro-
gram, see Coterminal Bachelor’sand Master’ s Degreesin the “ Under-
graduate Degrees” section of thisbulletin.

RESIDENCY CREDIT FOR GRADUATE WORK DONE
ELSEWHERE

After at least one quarter of enrollment, students pursuing an Engi-
neer, Ed.S., D.M.A., Ed.D., or Ph.D. may apply for residency credit for
graduatework doneat another institution. Engineer or Ed.S. candidates
who also earned their master’s at Stanford are not eligible for transfer
residency credit, nor are any master’ sdegree students. The chart below
shows the maximum number of transfer quarters that will be accepted
towards Stanford’ s residency requirement for each degree or degree
combination. Regardlessof whether transfer residency creditisapproved,
transfer courses may be used to fulfill department course requirements
at the department’ sdiscretion, but cannot be applied to Stanford’ smin-
imum unit requirement for the degree.

Studentsenrolled at Stanford who are going to study el sewheredur-
ing their degree program should obtain prior approval of any transfer
residency sought before their departure.

Thefollowing criteria are used by the department in determining
whether, initsdiscretion, itwill awardtransfer residency creditfor grad-
uate-level work done at another institution:

1. Courses should have comparable Stanford counterpartsthat are ap-
proved by thestudent’ sdepartment. A maximumof 12 unitsof courses
with no Stanford counterparts and/or research units may be granted
transfer residency credit.

2. The student must have been registered in a student category which
yieldsgraduate credit. The maximum amount of credit given for ex-
tensionand non-matricul ated (non-degree) coursesisonequarter. No
transfer credit isgiven for correspondence work.

3. Courses must have been taken after the conferral of the bachelor’s
degree. Theonly exceptionisfor work taken through programsstruc-
tured like the Stanford coterminal bachelor’ s/master’ s program.

4. Courses must have agrade point average (GPA) of ‘B’ (3.0) or bet-
ter. Passgradesare accepted only for coursesfor which letter grades
were not an option and for which the standard of passingis‘B’ qual-
ity work.

5. Courses must have been taken at aregionally accredited institution
intheU.S. or at anofficially recognizedinstitutioninaforeign coun-
try. Coursestaken at foreign universitiesmust beat thelevel of study
comparabletoaU.S. graduate program.

TheApplicationfor Residency Credit for GraduateWork DoneElse-
whereisreviewed by the department and the Degree Progress Office.

RESIDENCY AND MINIMUM UNITS REQUIREMENTS

Degree Min. # of Units Min. # of Full- Max. Allowable
Tuition Qtrs. (Resi-  Transfer Resi-
dency) (ingtrs.) dency Credit
AM. 36-45 3 0
M.S/M.A.T. (seenote 1)
A.M./M.S. 36-45 see note 2 0
in Coterminal (seenote 1)
Program
A.M./M.S. 36-45 unduplicated 6 0
plusA.M./ units beyond
M.S. first A.M./M.S

2
-
o
=
o

=
S
O
)

(2%

e
—
o
c
)
O




)
Ll
LLl
(a%4
O
LLl
()
L)
<
D)
()
<
(a%4
O

M.F.A. 48-54 3 0 J.S.M. 26 semester units 2-4 Law School 0
- - semesters, depend-
Engineer 36-45 unduplicated 6 3 ing on program
units beyond (0if A.M/M.S.
A.M./M.S. completed at J.S.D. J.D. requirement 2 Law School 0
Stanford) plus 26 units semesters
Ed.S. 45 unduplicated 6 3 J.D. 68 additional law 6 Law School 2 semesters
units beyond (0Oif A.M./M.S. units beyond semesters
A.M./M.S. completed at first semester
Stanford) -
- J.D. J.D. requirement plus 6 Law School 0
plusPh.D. 45 unduplicated 9 ) 3 plus one 36 unduplicated semesters
units beyond (OIfAM./M.S  AM/M.S.  unitsfor A.M./M.S.
A.M./M.S. plus completed at -
36 unduplicated Stanford) J.D. J.D. requirement plus 6 Law School 0
units for Ph.D. plustwo ~ 36 unduplicated semesters plus
A.M./M.S withfirst A.M./M.S 3 qtrs. for second
Ph.D./ 3yearsof resident course 9 3 A.M./M.S.
D.M.A./work and research beyond -
EdD. A.B./B.S., including J.D. 57 J.D. units 6 Law 0
72 units of course work plus pl usM.B.A. School and
and research done at M.B.A. requirement 6 GSB qtrs.
Stanford J.D. J.D. requirement plus 6 Law School 0
plus 72 units (36 unduplicated 9 3 plusM.D. M.D. requirement f/tla;ndesstiLsogllust:.s
A.M./M.S. for each degree) ) qtrs.
- J.D. J.D. requirement plus 6 Law School 0
plus two 108 units (36 un- ° 0 plus 36 unduplicated units semesters plus
A.M./M.S. duplicated for each Ph.D 30trs
degree) Y- qtrs.
M.B.A. 100 units (84 in GSB) 6 GSB qtrs.
plusEngineer  Engineer require- 9 , 3 M.B.A.  M.B.A requirement for If pursued con-
ments plus 36 un- (0if AM./M.S. plus one unduplicated units  currently, 6 GSB
duplicated unitsfor completedat A M./M.S. if degrees pursued qtrs. plus any
the doctoral degree Stanford concurrently. If additional resi-
plusM.D. Ph.D. requirement Min. 3 0 pursued sequentially,  dency required by
plus requirement Ph.D. qtrs. M.B.A.requirement A.M./M.S. depart-
plus 13 M.D. gtrs. plus 36 unduplicated ment. If pursued
- - units sequentially, 6 GSB
Ph.D. Ph.D. requirement 9min., 0 gtrs, plus 3 gtrs.
plusM.B.A. plus 100 including 6 GSB -
GSB units atrs. M.B.A. 100 units plus 36 6 GSB qtrs. 0
- - plus Ph.D. unduplicated units plus 3 gtrs.
two 36 unduplicated units 12 3 - -
Ph.D.s beyond the first M.B.A. 100 units (84 in GSB) 6 GSB gtrs. plus 0
Ph.D. plusJ.D. plus J.D. requirement 6 Law School
. g semesters
two 36 unduplicated units 12 3 - -
Ph.D.s for each degree beyond M.B.A. 100 units (84 in GSB) 6 GSB qtrs. 0
plus one thefirst Ph.D. plusM.D. plusM.D. requirement plus 13 Med.
A.M/M.S. School qtrs.
: Notes—
M.D. 221units 13 Med. ch?r‘;l g;zziir 1. The specific unit requirement for each master's degree program is
' 3qtrs.and 65 determined by thedepartment. The University minimum requirement
units (first gtr. is 36 unduplicated units; department requirements may be higher.
and 130 units) 2. ThespecificUniversity residency and unitsrequirementsfor abach-
(second year) elor’ symaster’ s program are described above under Residency and
M.D. M.D. requirement 13 Med. School 0 Unit Requirementsin Coterminal Programs.
plusone plus 36 units qgtrs.
AM.JM.S. UNIVERSITY MINIMUM UNITS REQUIREMENT
M.D. M.D. requirement 13 Med. School 0 Each Stanford graduate degree or combination of degreesis subject
plustwo plus 36 units gtrs. plus 3 gtrs. to arequirement specifying the minimum number of unitsthat must be
AM./M.S. ~ Unduplicated earned at Stanford. Theminimum unitsrequirement for most degreesand
withfirst A.M./M.S. degree combinationsislisted in the chart above.
M.D. M.D. requirement 13 Med. School 0 Theminimum unitsrequirement measurestheunitscompleted by the
plus Ph.D. plus 36 unts plus min. student, without regard for whether the unitswere earned in coursesre-
3for Ph.D. quiredfor thedegreeand/or incoursesthat arenot part of thedepartment’ s
M.D. M.D. requirement 13 Med. School 0 course requirements. Study at another institution never countstowards
plusM.B.A. plusGSB  plus6 GSB qtrs. the minimum units requirement, unlessthe courses were taken through
requirement Stanford’ sExchange Scholar Programor formal exchangeprogramwith
M.D. M.D. requirement 13 Med. School 0 U.C. Berkeley or U.C. San Francisco.
plusd.D.  plusJ.D.requirement  gtrs. plus6 Law When multipledegreesarebeing pursued, unitsmust be* unduplicat-
School semesters ed.” Thismeansthat unitscounted towardsonedegreemay not becounted
M.L.S. 30 semester units 2 Law School 0  againtowardsanother.
semesters For all graduatedegrees, theUniversity’ sexpectationisthat theunits
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counted towards the minimum unit requirement are primarily in gradu-
atecourses. TheUniversity hasset specificrequirementsfor unitsapplied



totheminimumunitrequirementfortheA.M.,M.S.,,M.A.T,andM.F.A.
degrees: all unitsmust bein coursesat or abovethe 100level and at | east
50 percent of those must be courses designated primarily for graduate
students (typically at least the 200 level). Unitsearnedin coursesbel ow
the 1001 evel may not be counted towardsthe minimum unit requirement
forthemaster’ sdegree. Department specificationsfor thelevel of course
work accepted for aparticular master’ s degree program may be higher
than the University’ s specifications.

SATISFACTORY PROGRESS REQUIREMENTS

Theacademicrequirementsfor graduate studentsincludetimely com-
pletion of department and program requirements, such as admission to
candidacy, successful completion of qualifying exams, and so on. The
standardsfor studentsin professional degree programsaredescribedin
the bulletinsfor the schools of Business, Law, and Medicine. Students
in other degree programs must al so meet thefollowing standards of sat-
isfactory progress asindicated by registration and reporting of grades.

Graduate studentsregistered at full tuition must enroll for at least 11
unitsand must pass, over the course of three quarters, atotal of 24 units,
and at least 8unitsper term. Thoseregistered at the 9-unit ratemust pass,
over the course of three quarters, atotal of 18 units, and at least 6 units
per term. Studentswith permission to register for 8 unitsor fewer must
completeaproportionatenumber of units, unlessother requirementsare
specified.

Department requirements for statisfactory progress that set higher
standards (asto unitsto be completed or grades to be maintained) take
precedence over the University policy.

Studentsidentified as not meeting the requirementsfor satisfactory
progress are reviewed by their departments to determine whether the
problem lieswith administrative matters such as reporting of gradesor
withacademic performance. Studentshavetheopportunity toexplainany
special circumstances. Approval for continuationinthedegreeprogram
is contingent on agreement by the student and department to a suitable
planto maintain satisfactory progressin subsequent quarters. Dismissal
of graduate studentsis addressed bel ow.

Graduatestudentswho have been granted Terminal Graduate Regis-
tration (TGR) status must enroll each term in the TGR course (801 for
master’ s and Engineer programs or 802 for doctoral programs) in their
department in the section appropriatefor theadviser. An ‘N’ gradesig-
nifying satisfactory progress must be received each quarter to maintain
registrationprivileges. An‘N-’ gradeindicatesunsatisfactory progress.
Thefirst ‘N-' grade constitutes awarning. A second consecutive ‘ N-’
gradewill causethestudent to bedenied further registrationuntil awrit-
ten planfor compl etion of degreerequirementshasbeen approved by the
department. Subsequent ‘N-’ gradesare groundsfor dismissal fromthe
program.

GUIDELINES FOR DISMISSAL OF GRADUATE
STUDENTS FOR ACADEMIC REASONS

Admissionto graduate programsat Stanfordishighly selective. Itis
anticipated that every admitted student will beabletofulfill therequire-
ments for the advanced degree. Thispolicy provides guidelinesfor the
unusual circumstance that a department must consider dismissal of a
graduate student for academic reasons. These guidelines apply to all
advanced degree programs except those in the schools of Law or Busi-
nessortheM.D. programinthe School of Medicine. Business, Law, and
M.D. programsfollow guidelinesissued by the respective school.

Theprincipal conditionsfor continued registration areatimely com-
pletion of theUniversity, department, and programrequirementsfor that
program, and satisfactory progress(asdiscussedinthepreceding section).
Theguidelinesthat follow specify proceduresfor dismissal of graduate
studentswho are not meeting these conditions. In such cases, thedepart-
ment (throughthechair, theDirector of Graduate Studies, or thestudent’s
faculty adviser) will:

1. Wherepossibleand asearly aspossible, warn students, inwriting, of
thesituation and deficiency. A detailed explanation of thereasonfor
thewarning should be provided.

2. Consider extenuating circumstances.
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3. Place asummary of department discussions, votes, and decisions
about this matter in the students’ files.

4. Provide studentsthe opportunity to examinetheir department files,
if requested.

5. Providestudentswithinformation ontheir rightsto appeal under the
statement on Student Academic Grievance Procedures. (Thisisin-
cluded inthisbulletin.)

Careful recordsof department decisions safeguard therightsof both
students and faculty.

ADDITIONAL SPECIFICS FOR DEGREES WITH CANDIDACY

Before Candidacy—A department committee may voteto dismissa
student whoisclearly not making satisfactory progressbheforereview for
admission to candidacy. Before considering dismissal, the committee
should communi catewith the student (which may includeameetingwith
the student) concerning his or her academic performance and how to
correct deficiencies.

Inareview for admissionto candidacy, if thedepartment votesnot to
recommend the student for admission to candidacy, the vote will result
inthe dismissal of the student from the program. The Director of Grad-
uate Studiesor thestudent’ sadviser shall communicatethedepartment’s
decision to the student in writing and orally. The student may submit a
writtenrequest for reconsideration. Thecommitteeshall respondinwrit-
ing totherequest for reconsideration; it may refuseto reconsider itsde-
cision.

During Candidacy—When a student admitted to candidacy is not
making satisfactory progressor not completing University, department,
or program requirements, the student’ s adviser, the Director of Gradu-
ate Studies, and other relevant faculty should meet with the student. A
written summary of thesediscussionsshall besent to thestudent and the
adviser and added to the student’ sdepartment file. The summary should
specify the student’ s academi c deficiencies, the steps necessary to cor-
rect them, and the period of timethat isallowed for their correction (nor-
mally aminimum of one academic quarter). At the end of the warning
period, thedepartment’ sGraduate StudiesCommitteeshould review the
student’ s progress and notify the student of its proposed actions. If the
student has made satisfactory progress, he or she should be notified in
writing that the warning has been lifted.

If, at theend of thewarning period, the student hasnot in the view of
the Graduate Studies Committee corrected thedeficiencies, thecommit-
teemay initiateproceedingsfor dismissal. Thestudent shall benotified,
inwriting, that the case of dismissal will be considered at animpending
department committee meeting. The student hasthe right to be invited
toattend aportion of theschedul ed meeting to present hisor her own case;
astudent may al so make this case to the committeein writing.

After full discussion at the department committee meeting, the com-
mittee, without thestudent present, reviewsthecaseand votesontheissue
of dismissal. A minimum of threefaculty membersmust be present, and
adecisionisby majority vote. The student is sent awritten summary of
the discussion, including the committee’ s decision and the reasons for
it. The student may submit awritten request for reconsideration. The
department committee may refuseto reconsider its decision. The com-
mittee' s response to the request for reconsideration shall be madein
writing.

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES

Uponrecommendationto the Senate of the A cademic Council by the
faculty of the relevant departments or schools and the Committee on
Graduate Studies, degrees are awarded four times each year, at the con-
clusion of Autumn, Winter, Spring, and Summer terms. All diplomas,
however, are prepared and awardedin Spring Quarter. Stanford Univer-
sity awardsno honorary degrees.

Students must apply for conferral of agraduate degree by filing an
Application to Graduate before the deadline of each term. The applica-
tion should befiled preferably in the second week, but no later than the
last day of classes of the conferral quarter, as listed on the University
calendar. A separate application must befiled for each degree program
andfor each conferral term. Applicationsarefiled through Axess, theon-
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lineservicewhichallowsstudentsto updatetheir admini strative/academ-
icrecords.

Requestsfor conferral are reviewed by the Degree Progress Office,
and the student’ s department, to verify completion of degree require-
ments. Registrationisrequiredintheconferral termor thetermimmedi-
ately preceding. Students with unmet financial obligationsresultingin
the placement of ahold ontheir registrationwill not receiveatranscript,
statement of compl etion, degree certificate, or diplomauntil theholdis
released by the Bursar’ s Office.

Studentswhowishtowithdraw arequest for conferral or makechang-
estotheApplicationto Graduateshoul d notify the Degree Progress Office
inwriting. Studentswho withdraw their graduation applications or fail
to meet degree regquirements must reapply to graduate for a subsequent
term.

CHANGES OF DEGREE PROGRAMS

Graduate studentsare admitted to Stanford for aspecific degreepro-
gram. Studentswho haveattended Stanfordfor at | east oneterm andwho
arecurrently enrolled or on an approved leave of absence may submit a
Graduate Program Authorization Petition to make one of thefollowing
changes: (1) change to a new degree program in the same department;
(2) changeto anew degree program in adifferent department; (3) add a
new degree programinthe sameor adifferent department to be pursued
withtheexisting program. Coterminal studentsmust havethebachelor’s
degree conferred before adding a second advanced degree program.

Itisimportant that the attempt to add or change degree programs be
madewhileenrolled. Otherwise, anew Applicationfor Graduate Admis-
sion must be submitted and an application fee paid. The Graduate Pro-
gram Authorization Petition is submitted directly to the department in
which admissionisrequested. |f applying for ahigher degree program,
studentsmay al so berequiredto submit other application materialssuch
as GRE Subject Test scores, a statement of purpose, or new letters of
recommendation.

International studentschanging departmentsor degreeprogramsmust
also obtain the approval of the Foreign Student Adviser at the Bechtel
International Center. If the requested change lengthenstheir stay, they
alsoarerequiredto submit verification of sufficient fundingto complete
the new degree program.

Studentswho wish to terminate study in agraduate program should
submit tothedepartment al etter indi cating the program fromwhich they
wishtowithdraw andtheeffectivedate. Toreturntograduatestudy there-
after, thestudentisrequiredtoapply for reinstatement (if returningtothe
samedegreeprogram) or admission (if applyingtoadifferent program).
Both applications require payment of afee.

DEGREE-SPECIFIC

REQUIREMENTS

MASTER OF ARTS AND MASTER OF SCIENCE

In additionto completing the general requirementsfor advanced de-
greesand therequirementsspecified by their department, candidatesfor
aMaster of Arts(A.M.) or Master of Science (M.S.) degree must com-
pletetheir degreerequirementswithinthetimelimit specified below and
must outline an acceptable program of study on the Master’s Degree
Program Proposal.

MASTER'S PROGRAM PROPOSAL

StudentspursuinganA.M.,M.F.A.,,M.A.T.,or M.S. arerequired to
submit an acceptabl eprogram proposal totheir department duringthefirst
quarter of enrollment. Coterminal students must submit the proposal
duringthefirst quarter after their completion of 180 units. Theprogram
proposal establishes a student’ sindividual program of study to meet
University and department degree requirements. Students must amend
the proposal formally if their plans for meeting degree requirements
change.
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Inreviewing the program proposal or any subsegquent amendment to
it, the department confirmsthat the course of study proposed by the stu-
dent fulfillsall department course requirements (for example, require-
ments specifying total number of units, courselevels, particular cours-
es, sequences, or substitutes). The department confirms that all other
department requirements (for example, required projects, foreign lan-
guage proficiency, or qualifying exams) arelisted on the form and that
all general University requirements (minimum units, residency, and so
on) for themaster’ sdegreewill bemet through the proposed program of
study.

TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF THE MASTER'S DEGREE

All requirementsfor amaster’ sdegreemust becompleted withinthree
year’ safter thestudent’ sfirsttermof enrollmentinthemaster’ sprogram
(fiveyearsfor Honors Cooperative students). Students pursuing acote-
rminal master’s degree must complete their requirements within three
yearsof their first quarter of graduate standing.

Thetimelimitisnot automatically extended by astudent’ sleave of
absence. All requestsfor extension, whether prompted by aleaveor some
other circumstance, must befiled by the student before the conclusion
of the program’ stimelimit. Departmentsare not obliged to grant an ex-
tension. Themaximum extension granted isoneadditional year. Exten-
sionsrequirereview of academic progressand any other factorsregard-
ed asrelevant by the department, and approval by the department.

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

The degree of Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.) iscon-
ferred on candidateswho have sati sfied the requirementsestablished by
thefaculty of the Graduate School of Business and the general require-
ments for advanced degrees. Full particulars concerning the school re-
quirements are found in the Graduate School of Business bulletin. The
M.B.A. must be completed within the time limit for completion of the
master’ sdegree.

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

The program leading to the Master of Artsin Teaching (M.A.T.) is
designedfor experiencedteachersor for individual swho havepreviously
compl eted programsof teacher preparation. Inadditionto completingthe
genera requirementsfor advanced degreesandtheprogramrequirements
specified by the School of Education and by one of theacademic depart-
ments participating jointly inthe program, M.A.T. candidates must ful-
fill therequirementsfor amaster’ sprogram proposal asspecified above
and complete their degrees within the time limit for completion of the
master’ sdegree.

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

In additionto compl eting the general requirementsfor advanced de-
greesand the program requirementsspecified inthe® Art and Art Histo-
ry” section of thisbulletin, candidates for the degree of Master of Fine
Arts(M.F.A.) must fulfill the requirementsfor amaster’ sprogram pro-
posal and completetheir degreeswithinthetimelimit for completion of
the master’ sdegree, as specified above.

ENGINEER

In additionto compl eting the general requirementsfor advanced de-
greesand therequirementsspecified by their department, candidatesfor
thedegree of Engineer must beadmitted to candidacy and must complete
athesis per the specifications below.

CANDIDACY

The Application for Candidacy for Degree of Engineer isan agree-
ment between the student and the department on a specific program of
study to fulfill degreerequirements. Students must apply for candidacy
by the end of the second quarter of the program. Honors Cooperative
students must apply by the end of the fourth quarter of the program.
Candidacy isvalidfor five calendar years.



THESIS

A University thesisisrequired for the Engineer degree. Standardsfor
professional presentation of thethesi shavebeen established by the Com-
mittee on Graduate Studiesand are detailed in Directionsfor Preparing
Thesesfor Engineer Degrees, availablefromthe Degree Progress Office
inthe Old Union.

Thedeadlinefor submission of thesesfor degreeconferral ineachterm
isspecified by the University calendar. Three copiesof thethesis, bear-
ingtheapproval of theadviser under whosesupervisionitwasprepared,
must be submitted to the Degree Progress Office before the quarterly
deadlinelisted onthe University calendar. A feeischarged for binding
copiesof thethesis.

Registration isrequired for the term, or theimmediately preceding
term, inwhichthethesisissubmitted. Theperiod betweenthelast day of
final exams of oneterm and the first day of the subsequent termiscon-
sidered an extension of the earlier term. Students submitting athesis
duringthisperiod would meet theregi strati on requi rement but would be
eligiblefor degree conferral only in the subsequent term.

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST

In addition to completing the general requirementsfor advanced de-
greesandtheprogram requirementsspecifiedinthe* Education” section
of thisbulletin, candidatesfor thedegreeof Educational Specidist (Ed.S.)
must complete afield-based project.

MASTER OF LEGAL STUDIES

Admissionto study for theMaster of Legal Studiesdegree(M.L.S.),
anonprofessional degree, isgranted to studentswho hold the Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph.D.) or other nonlaw doctoral degree, or who have been
admitted to anonlaw doctoral program and have completed aprogram
of study amounting to 45 quarter units or 30 term units of work toward
the doctorate, and who meet an admission standard equivalent to that
required of candidates for the Doctor of Jurisprudence degree.

TheM.L.S. degreeisconferred upon candidateswho, innot fewer than
two academic termsin residence and in not more than two consecutive
academicyears, successfully complete30termunitsof work inthe School
of Law, includingthreefirst-year coursesinthefirst autumntermand at
least one course or seminar requiring aresearch paper. All work shall
conformto therulesand regul ations of the University and the School of
Law.

DOCTOR OF JURISPRUDENCE

Thedegree of Doctor of Jurisprudence (J.D.) isconferred on candi-
dateswho satisfactorily complete coursesin law totaling the number of
unitsrequired under thecurrent Faculty Regul ationsof the School of Law
over not less than three academic years and who otherwise have satis-
fied the requirements of the University and the School of Law.

DOCTOR OF MUSICAL ARTS

Thedegreeof Doctor of Musical Arts(D.M.A.) isconferred on can-
didateswho havesatisfiedthegeneral requirementsfor advanced degrees,
theprogram requirementsspecifiedinthe“Music” section of thisbulle-
tin, and the candidacy requirement asdescribed below inthe“ Doctor of
Philosophy” section.

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

In addition to completing the general requirementsfor advanced de-
greesand therequirements specified by the School of Education, candi-
datesfor the Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) degreemust fulfill thefollow-
ingrequirementsasdetailedinthe” Doctor of Philosophy” sectionbelow:
candidacy, University oral examination, and dissertation.

MASTER OF THE SCIENCE OF LAW

Thedegreeof Master of the Scienceof Law (J.S.M.) isconferred upon
candidateswho have compl eted oneacademic year (26 term-units) with
distinctioninaccordancewiththerulesof the University and the School
of Law.
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Thedegreeisprimarily designedfor thosequalified studentswhohold
aJ.D. or its equivalent and who are at the Stanford School of Law for
independent reasons (for exampl e, asteaching fellows) andwhowishto
combinework towardthedegreewiththeir primary academic activities.
Specially qualified lawyers, public officials, academics, and other pro-
fessional swho haveworked outsidethe United Statesmay apply for the
degree through the Stanford Program in International Legal Studies
(SPILS). Full particulars concerning requirements may befoundinthe
Stanford University bulletin School of Law.

DOCTOR OF THE SCIENCE OF LAW

Thedegree of the Doctor of the Science of Law (J.S.D.) isconferred
upon candidates who hold aJ.D. or its equivalent, who complete one
academic year in residence, and who, as aresult of independent legal
research, present adissertationthat is, intheopinion of thefaculty of the
School of Law, acontributiontoknowledge. Suchwork and dissertation
shall conform to the rules of the School of Law and the University, as
described below in the“ Doctor of Philosophy” section.

Candidacy islimitedto studentsof exceptional distinctionand prom-
ise. Full particularsconcerning requirementsmay befoundinthe Stanford
University bulletin School of Law.

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE

Candidates for the degree of Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) must satis-
factorily completetherequired curriculuminmedicine. All requirements
for the M.D. degree are detailed in the Stanford University School of
Medicine Catalog.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Thedegreeof Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) isconferred on candidates
who have demonstrated substantial scholarship, high attainment in a
particular field of knowledge, and ability to do independent investiga-
tion and present the results of such research. They must satisfy the gen-
eral requirementsfor advanced degrees, the program requirements spec-
ified by their departments, and the doctoral requirements described
below. TheoptionforaPh.D. minor isalso described bel ow, thoughitis
not aPh.D. requirement.

CANDIDACY

Admission to adoctoral degree program is preliminary to, and dis-
tinct from, admissionto candidacy. Admissionto candidacy for thedoc-
toral degreeis ajudgment by the faculty of the student’s potential to
completesuccessfully therequirementsof thedegree program. Students
areexpectedto completedepartment qualifying proceduresand apply for
candidacy by the end of their second year inthe Ph.D. program. Honors
Cooperative students must apply by the end of their fourth year.

TheApplicationfor Candidacy specifiesadepartmentally approved
programof study tofulfill degreerequirements, including required course
work, language requirements, teaching requirements, dissertation (final
project public lecture-demonstration for D.M.A.), and University oral
examination (for Ph.D.and Ed.D.). At least 3 unitsof work must betak-
enwith each of four Stanford faculty members.

If the Ph.D. student is pursuing aminor, approval by the department
awarding theminor isalso required on the Application for Candidacy.

TIME LIMIT FOR COMPLETION OF A DEGREE WITH
CANDIDACY

All requirementsfor the degree must be compl eted before candidacy
expires. Candidacy isvalid for five years unless terminated by the de-
partment (for exampl e, for unsatisfactory progress). Thetimelimitisnot
automatically extended by astudent’ sleave of absence. All requestsfor
extension, whether prompted by aleaveor someother circumstance, must
befiled by thestudent beforethe conclusion of theprogram’ stimelimit.
Departmentsarenot obliged to grant an extension. Themaximumexten-
sion granted is one additional year. Extensions require review by the
department of adissertation progressreport, atimetablefor completion
of thedissertation, any other factorsregarded asrelevant by the depart-
ment, and approval by the department.
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TEACHING AND RESEARCH REQUIREMENTS

A number of departmentsrequiretheir studentstoteach (servingasa
teaching assistant) or assist afaculty member in research (serving asa
research assistant) for oneor morequartersaspart of their doctoral pro-
grams. Detailedinformationisincludedinthedepartment sectionsof this
bulletin.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT

Some departments require areading knowledge of one or more for-
eignlanguagesasindicated in department sectionsof thisbulletin. Ful-
fillment of language requirements must be endorsed by the chair of the
major department on the Foreign Language Report form.

UNIVERSITY ORAL EXAMINATION

Passing aUniversity oral examination isarequirement of the Ph.D.
and Ed.D. degrees. The purpose of the examination isto test the candi-
date’ scommand of thefield of study andto confirmfitnessfor scholarly
pursuits. Departmentsdeterminewhen, after admissionto candidacy, the
oral examination istaken and whether the exam will be atest of know!-
edge of thefield, areview of adissertation proposal, or adefense of the
dissertation.

Students must be registered in theterm in which the University oral
examination istaken. The period between thelast day of final exams of
oneterm and thefirst day of thefollowing termisconsidered an exten-
sion of the earlier term. Candidacy must also bevalid.

TheUniversity Oral Examination Committeeconsistsof atleast five
Stanford faculty members: four examinersand thecommitteechair from
another department. All membersarenormally onthe Stanford Academic
Council, and the chair must be amember. Emeritusfaculty arealso eli-
gibleto serve as examiners or chair of the committee. (A petition for
appointment of an examining committee member whoisnot onthe Ac-
ademic Council may be approved if that person contributes an area of
expertisethat isnot readily availablefrom thefaculty.) Thechair of the
examining committee may not have afull or joint appointment in the
adviser’ sor student’ sdepartment, but may haveacourtesy appointment
inthedepartment. Thechair can befromthesamedepartment asany other
member(s) of the examination committee and can befromthe student’s
minor department provided that thestudent’ sadvi ser doesnot haveafull
or joint appointment in the minor department.

TheUniversity Oral Examination form must be submitted to the de-
partment graduate studies administrator at | east two weeks prior to the
proposed examination date. Theexaminationisconducted according to
the major department’ sadopted practice, but it should not exceed three
hoursinlength, andit mustincludeaperiod of privatequestioningby the
examining committee.

Responsihility for monitoring appointment of the oral examination
chair restswith the candidate’ smajor department. Although the depart-
ment cannot requirethe candidateto approach faculty membersto serve
aschair, many departmentsinvite students and their advisersto partici-
pate in the process of selecting and contacting potential chairs.

The candidate passes the examination if the examining committee
casts four favorable votes out of five or six, five favorable votes out of
seven, or six favorable votes out of eight. Five members present and
voting constitute aquorum. If the committee votesto fail astudent, the
committee chair sendswithin five days awritten evaluation of the can-
didate' sperformancetothemajor department and thestudent. Within 30
daysand after review of the examining committee’ seval uation and rec-
ommendation, thechair of thestudent’ smajor department must sendthe
student awritten statement i ndi cating thefinal action of the department.

DISSERTATION

Anapproveddoctoral dissertationisrequiredforthePh.D.,Ed.D.,and
J.S.D. degrees. The doctoral dissertation must be an original contribu-
tionto scholarship or scientificknowledgeand must exemplify thehigh-
est standards of the discipline. If it meetsthis standard, the dissertation
is approved for the school or department by the doctoral dissertation
reading committee. Each member of the reading committee signs the
signaturepageof thedissertationto certify that thework isof acceptable
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scopeand quality. Onereading committeemember readsthedissertation
initsfinal form and certifies on the Certificate of Final Reading that
department and University specifications have been met.

Dissertations must bein English. Approval for writing the disserta-
tioninanother languageisnormally granted only in caseswheretheother
languageor literatureinthat languageisal sothesubject of thediscipline.
Such approval isroutinely granted for dissertationsin the Division of
Literatures, Cultures, and Languages, in accordance with the policy of
theindividual department. Dissertationswritteninanother languagemust
include an extended summary in English.

Directionsfor preparation of the dissertation are available from the
Degree Progress Officein the Old Union. The signed dissertation cop-
ies and accompanying documents must be submitted to the Degrees
Progress Officeon or beforethequarterly deadlineindicatedintheUni-
versity’ sacademic calendar. A feeischarged for the microfilming and
binding of the dissertation copies.

Registration is required for the term, or theimmediately preceding
term, inwhichthedissertation issubmitted. The period between thelast
day of final examsof oneterm and thefirst day of the subsequenttermis
considered an extension of the earlier term. Students submitting adis-
sertation during this period would meet theregistration requirement but
wouldbeeligiblefor degreeconferral only inthesubsequent term. Atthe
time the dissertation is submitted, an Application to Graduate must be
onfile, all of the department requirements must be compl ete, and candi-
dacy must be valid through theterm of degree conferral.

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION READING COMMITTEE

The Doctoral Dissertation Reading Committee consists of the prin-
cipal dissertationadviser andtwo other readers. Atleast onemember must
befrom the student’ s major department. Normally, all membersareon
the Stanford Academic Council. Thestudent’ sdepartment chair may, in
some cases, approve the appointment of areader whoisnot onthe Aca-
demic Council, if that personisparticularly well-qualified to consult on
the dissertation topic and holdsaPh.D. or equivalent foreign degree.

Former Stanford Academic Council members, emeritus professors,
and non-A cademic Council members may serve on areading commit-
tee. If they areto serveastheprincipal dissertationadviser, however, the
appointment of aco-adviser whoiscurrently on the Academic Council
isrequired.

Thereading committee, as proposed by the student and agreed to by
the prospective members, is endorsed by the chair of the major depart-
ment onthe Doctoral Dissertation Reading Committeeform. Thisform
must be submitted before approval of Terminal Graduate Registration
(TGR) status or before scheduling aUniversity oral examinationthat is
adefense of the dissertation. The reading committee may be appointed
earlier, accordingtothedepartment timetabl efor doctoral programs. All
subsequent changes to the reading committee must be approved by the
chair of the major department.

Ph.D. MINOR

Studentspursuing aPh.D. may pursueaminor inanother department
or programto complement their Ph.D. program. Thisoptionisnot avail-
ableto students pursuing other graduate degrees. Ph.D. candidates can-
not pursue aminor in their own major department or program.

Except for aPh.D. minor in Applied Linguisticsand Social Science
History, only departmentsthat offer aPh.D. may offer aminor, andthose
departmentsarenot required to do so. The minor should represent apro-
gram of graduate quality and depth, including core requirements and
€l ectivesor examinations. The department of fering theminor establish-
esthe core and examination requirements. Elective coursesare planned
by the studentsin conjunction with their minor and Ph.D. departments.

The minimum University requirement for aPh.D. minor is 20 units
of coursework at thegraduatelevel (coursesnumbered 200 and above).
If aminor department choosesto requirethose pursuing theminor to pass
thePh.D. qualifying or field examinations, the 20-unit minimum can be
reduced. All of the course work for aminor must be done at Stanford.

Unitstakenfor theminor can becounted aspart of theoverall require-
ment for the Ph.D. of 72 unitsof graduate coursework doneat Stanford,
but cannot be counted as part of the 36 unduplicated unitsfor the Ph.D.



itself. Coursesused for aminor may not beused al soto meet therequire-
mentsfor amaster’ sdegree.

A Ph.D. minor form outlining aprogram of study must be approved
by the major and minor departments. Thisformissubmitted at thetime
of admissionto candidacy and specifieswhether representationfromthe
minor department on the University oral examination committeeisre-
quired.

ADVISING AND CREDENTIALS

ADVISING

By thestart of their first term, studentsshoul d be paired by thedepart-
ment withfaculty adviserswho assi st themin planning aprogram of study
to meet degree requirements. The department should al so ensure that
doctoral studentsareinformed in atimely fashion about proceduresfor
selecting adissertation adviser, reading committee members, and orals
committee members. Departments should make every effort to assist
doctoral studentswho arenot admitted to candidacy infinding an appro-
priate adviser.

Studentsareobligedtofollow department proceduresfor identifying
advisersand committeemembersfor their dissertationreadingand orals
examinations.

Occasionally, astudent’ sresearch may divergefromtheareaof com-
petence of theadviser, or irreconcilabl e differencesmay occur between
the student and thefaculty adviser. In such cases, the student or thefac-
ulty adviser may request achangein assignment. If the department de-
cidesto grant the request, every effort must be made to ensure that the
student is paired with another suitable adviser. This may entail some
modification of the student’ sresearch project.

Intherarecasewhereastudent’ sdissertationresearchonanapproved
project isin an advanced stage and the dissertation adviser isno longer
available, anew adviser must be appointed, usually from the student’s
reading committee. Thismay also require that anew member be added
tothereading committeebeforethedraft dissertationiseval uated, tokeep
thereconstituted committeein compliancewith the University require-
mentsfor its composition.

PUBLIC SCHOOL CREDENTIALS

Stanford University actsas agent for the CaliforniaCommission on
Teacher Credentialing in recommending students for credentials for
servicein California public schools upon completion of a Stanford ap-
proved program. The University offers complete training programsfor
the Single Subject Teaching Credential and thePreliminary Administra-
tive Services Credential.

The student expecting to complete the fifth-year requirement for a
teaching credential must submit a proposed course of study to the Cre-
dential Officein the School of Education at the beginning of the first
quarter of study.
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