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Office
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Columbia House
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Appointments

Associate Professor (with tenure), Department of Methodology, London School of Economics, UK, 2013–.

Affiliate Faculty (by courtesy), Department of Government, London School of Economics, UK, 2013–.

Principal Investigator, Migration Policy Lab, University of Zurich, CH, 1/2015–.

Assistant Professor, Department of Methodology, London School of Economics, UK, 9/2011–7/2013.

Education

Doctor rerum socialium, Faculty of Business Administration, Economics, and Social Sciences, University

of Bern, Switzerland, 2011. Committee: Jeff Gill, Marco Steenbergen.

M.Sc. in Economics, University of Bern, Switzerland, 2006.

B.Sc. in Economics, University of Bern, Switzerland, 2004.

Additional Education

Research Fellow, Center for Causal Inference and Program Evaluation, Institute of Governmental

Studies, University of California, Berkeley, 2010-2011.

Pre-Doctoral Research Fellow, Center for Applied Statistics, Washington University in St. Louis,

2009-2010.

HMDC Pre-Doctoral Research Fellow, IQSS, Harvard University, 2008.

Visiting Graduate Student, Department of Government, Harvard University, 2007.

Publications

Selected Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

14. “Does Direct Democracy Hurt Immigrant Minorities? Evidence from Naturalization Decisions in

Switzerland” (with Jens Hainmueller), forthcoming American Journal of Political Science.

13. “Open/Closed List and Party Choice: Experimental Evidence from the UK” (with Jack Blumenau,

Andy Eggers, and Simon Hix), forthcoming British Journal of Political Science.

12. “Does Compulsory Voting Increase Support for Leftist Policy?” (with Michael Bechtel and Lukas

Schmid), forthcoming American Journal of Political Science.

11. “Reality Bites: The Limits of Framing Effects for Salient and Contested Policy Issues” (with Michael

Bechtel, Jens Hainmueller and Marc Helbing), forthcoming Political Science Research and Methods.

10. “Validating Vignette and Conjoint Survey Experiments Against Real-World Behaviour’ (with Jens

Hainmueller and Teppei Yamamoto), Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 112 (8),

2395-2400, 2015.

9. “Who Gets a Swiss Passport? A Natural Experiment in Immigrant Discrimination” (with Jens

Hainmueller) American Political Science Review, 107 (1), 159-187, 2013.

8. “Religious reasons in the public sphere: an empirical study of religious actors’ argumentative

patterns in Swiss direct-democratic campaigns” (with André Bächtiger, Judith Könemann, Ansgar

Jödicke), European Political Science Review, 5 (1), 105-131, 2013.

7. “Circular Data in Political Science and How to Handle it”(with Jeff Gill), Political Analysis, 18

(3), 316-336, 2010.
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6. “When Political Philosophy Meets Political Science. Theoretical and Methodological Challenges

in the Study of a Philosophical Ideal” (with André Bächtiger), Political Studies, 58 (4), 609-629,

2010.

5. “Comparing Candidates and Citizens in the Ideological Space” (with Philipp Leimgruber and

Lucas Leemann), Swiss Political Science Review, 16 (3), 499-531, 2010.

4. “Patterns of Parliamentary Discourse: How ’Deliberative’ are German Legislative Debates?” (with

André Bächtiger, Pia Hess, and Céline Fraefel), German Politics, 17 (3), 270-292, 2008.

3. “Mixing Habermas with Bayes: Methodological and Theoretical Advances in the Study of De-

liberation” (with André Bächtiger, Rita Grünenfelder, and Marco Steenbergen), Swiss Political

Science Review, 13 (4), 607-644, 2007.

2. “Traffic Accidents in Switzerland: How Hazardous Are “High Risk” Groups? An Analysis on Basis

of Police Protocols” (with Aline Bütikofer and Thomas Gautschi), Swiss Journal of Economics

and Statistics, 143 (4), 397-424, 2007.

1. “Social Networks and Labour Market Outcomes: The Non-Monetary Benefits of Social Capital”

(with Axel Franzen), European Sociological Review, 22 (4), 353-368, 2006.

Selected manuscripts under review

2. “Naturalization Fosters the Long-Term Political Integration of Immigrants” (with Jens Hainmuel-

ler and Giuseppe Pietrantuono), revise and resubmit at Proceedings of the National Academy of

Sciences.

1. “Compulsory Voting, Habit Formation, and Political Participation” (with Michael Bechtel and

Lukas Schmid), submitted to Journal of Public Economics.

Selected Research Grants

11. Swiss National Science Foundation, Project 141317: “Public Attitudes Towards Asylum Across

Europe”, Co-PI, CHF 247,000.

10. LSE STICERD, Project: “The Value of Citizenship’, PI, £5,000.

9. WZB Research Grant, Project: “The Limits of Framing Effects”, Co-PI, EUR 35,000.

8. LSE STICERD, Project: “Open/Closed List and Party Choice”, Co-PI, £5,000.

7. Swiss National Science Foundation, Project 143534: “The Causal Effects of Citizenship: Evidence

from a Regression Discontinuity Design”, PI, CHF 181,000.

6. Swiss National Science Foundation, Project 141317: “Compulsory Voting”, Co-PI, CHF 223,000.

5. Grundlagenforschungsfonds, University of St. Gallen, Project “Returns to Education: New Evi-

dence From a Discontinuity in School Entry Tests”, Co-PI, CHF 87,000.

4. Grundlagenforschungsfonds, University of St. Gallen, Project “Compulsory Voting”, Co-PI, CHF

96,000.

3. Swiss National Science Foundation, Project 41333: “Returns to Education: New Evidence From a

Discontinuity in School Entry Tests”, Co-PI, CHF 215,000.

2. Jacobs Foundation, Project “Returns to Education: New Evidence From a Discontinuity in School

Entry Tests”, Co-PI, CHF 150,000.

1. Swiss National Science Foundation, Project 152798: “Education and Individual Risk Behavior: A

Quasi-Experimental Study”, Co-PI, CHF 109,000.

Knowledge Exchange and Dissemination

TV: Al Jazeera (Inside Story), CNBC (Squawk Box Europe), SRF (Tagesschau).

Research on direct democracy and immigrant minorities has been covered by 30+ newspapers and radio

stations (see www.citizenship.ch for details and links).

Professional Service

Editorial Board Political Science Research and Methods

Methodology Section Chair, Midwest Political Science Association 2013 General Conference

Methodology Section Chair, European Political Science Association 2015 General Conference
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