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Education 
 
Ph.D. in Political Science, Duke University, December 1997  
M. A. in Political Science, Duke University, March 1993 
Licenciatura in Law, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), May 

1989 
 
 
Professional Experience  
 
Stanford University 
 

Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, 2009-present 
Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 2001-2009 

 
Senior fellow at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies (FSI), 
Stanford University 
 

Director of the Program on Poverty and Governance and Stanford’s 
International Crime and Violence Lab, ,Center on Democracy, Development 
and the Rule of Law (CDDRL), Stanford University, 2009-present 

 

Faculty Fellow, The Stanford Center for International Development 
 
Affiliated Faculty Member of the Woods Institute for the Environment at 
Stanford University for the two-year period beginning September 1, 2011 and 
ending August 31, 2013 
 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Political Science 2009-2012 

 
W. Glenn Campbell and Rita Ricardo-Campbell National Fellow and the 
Susan Louis Dyer Peace Fellowship at the Hoover Institution, 2006-2007 

 



 2 

 
Visiting Adjunct Professor, Department of Political Science, UCLA September 
2000-June 2001 
 
Director of Political Science and Professor in Political Science at ITAM, Mexico 
(1995-1999. Director 1997-1999) 
 
Professional Associate at the Center for Research and Development (CIDAC) 1989-
1995  
 
 
Awards  
 
Leon Epstein Award in 2007 for the best book published in the previous two years 
in the area of political parties and organizations  
  
Best book award in 2007 given by the Comparative Democratization section, 
American Political Science Association 
  
Gabriel Almond 1998 Award for the Best Dissertation in Comparative Politics by 
the American Political Science Association 
 
Winner with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros and Barry Weingast of the 2001 prize for the 
best paper in comparative politics presented at the 96th American Political Science 
Association Meeting  
 
 
Books  
 
Voting for Autocracy: Hegemonic Party Survival and its Demise in Mexico (2006) 
New York: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Governing Poverty Relief :  Electoral Poli t ics and Social  Programs in 
Mexico, with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros and Federico Estevez, 
forthcoming, Cambridge Universi ty Press) 
 
Journal Articles   
 
“The Beheading of Criminal Organizat ions and the Dynamics of 
Violence in Mexico’s Drug War”, with Gabriela Calderon, Gustavo 
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Robles and Alberto Diaz-Cayeros, Journal of Confl ict  Resolution ,  
( forthcoming)  
 
“Traditional Governance, Citizen Engagement and Local Public Goods: Evidence 
from Mexico” (forthcoming) World Development, published with Alberto Díaz-
Cayeros and Alexander Ruiz- Euler. 
 
"The Game of Electoral Fraud and the Ousting of Authoritarian Rule" (2010) 
American Journal of Political Science Vol. 54 (3). 
 
“Political Order and One-Party Rule” (2010) Annual Review Of Political Science 
Vol. 13, published with Ruth Kricheli 
 
“Credible Power-Sharing and the Longevity of Authoritarian Rule” ( 2008) 
Comparative Political Studies Vol. 41 (4-5) 
 
“Aiding Latin America’s Poor” (2009) Journal of Democracy Vol. 20 (4), published 
with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros 
 
“Partisan Cleavages, State Retrenchment and Free Trade: Latin America in the 
1990s” (2008) Latin American Research Review published with Vidal Romero 
 
“Party Dominance and the Logic of Electoral Design in Mexico’s Transition to 
Democracy” (2001) Journal of Theoretical Politics 13 (3):271-293, published with 
Alberto Diaz-Cayeros 
 
"Dominancia de Partido y Dilemas Duvergerianos en las Elecciones Federales de 
1994"  (Party Dominance and Duvergerian Dilemmas in the 1994 Federal Elections) 
Política y Gobierno, 1996, Vol. 3 (2). 
 
"Elección Racional y Voto Estratégico: Algunas Aplicaciones al caso Mexicano"  
(Rational Choice and Strategic Voting: Some Applications to the Mexican Case) 
Política y Gobierno, 1994 Vol. 1 (2) 
 
 
Current Projects Submitted for Publication  
 
“Networks of Fear:  The Dynamics of Extort ion in Mexico’s Cr iminal 
Insurgency” with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros, Aila Matanock, and Vidal 
Romero, revise and re-submit to American Journal of Poli t ical  
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Science  
 
“Taking to the Streets:  Theory and Evidence on Protests under 
Authoritarianism” with Ruth Kricheli ,  Francisco Garfias and Yair 
Livne. Revise and re-submitt  de novo to American Poli t ical  Science 
Review 
 
“Understanding Police Use of Force in Rio de Janeiro” report writ ten 
for the Inter-American Developent Bank with Ignacio Cano 
 
“The Economic Consequences of Violence in Mexico” report writ ten 
and published by the Inter-American Develiopment Bank with 
Gabriela Calderon and Gustavo Robles 
  
Current Projects 
 
“How the Mexican Drug War Affects Kids in School: Evidence and Mechanisms” 
with Brenda Jarillo and Edgar Franco 
 
 “Violence, Police Use of Force, and the Pacification in Rio de Janeiro”  with Edgar 
Franco 
 
“When do Polcie Officers Shoot: Modeling Daily Use Ammunition and the History 
of Use of Force by the Military Police of Rio de Janeiro” with Gustavo Robles   
 
 “Direct Democracy, Governance and Public Goods Provision in Indigenous 
Mexico" with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros and Alex Ruiz Euler. 

 
“Information, Female Empowerment and Governance in Oaxaca, Mexico” with 
Alberto Diaz-Cayeros and Alex Ruiz  
  
“Political Incentives for Health Improvements: Governance, the GOBI initiative, 
and the Child Survival Revolution” with Ayeshia Ali, Alberto Diaz-Cayeros, Grant 
Miller and Paul Wise. 
 
Current Book Project 
 
Policing, Poverty and Violence: The Pacification Process in Rio de Janeiro with 
Vanessa Melo and Veriene Melo 
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Book Chapters  
 
“The Impact of Violence in the Mexicab 2012 Preasidential  
Elections” with Edgar Franco, Alberto Diaz-Cayeros, and Jorge Olarte   
In Mexico’s Evolving Democracy  edited by Jorge Domigiuez et al .  
Johns Hopkins Universi ty press 
 
“Legalist vs. Interpretativist: The Supreme Court and the Democratic Transition in 
Mexico” (forthcoming) with Arianna Sanchez and Eric Magar in Grechen Helmke 
and Julio Rios-Figueroa Courts in Latin America, Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press  
 
“Autocratic Political order and the Role of Courts: The Case of Mexico” (2008) In 
Tom Ginsburg and Tamir Moustaffa (eds) Rule By Law: The Politics of Courts in 
Authoritarian Regimes, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 
 
“Welfare Benefits, Canvassing and Campaign Handouts” (2009), in Jorge 
Domínguez, Chappell Lawson, and Alejandro Moreno Consolidating Mexico’s 
Democracy Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, published with Alberto 
Diaz-Cayeros and Federico Estévez 
 
“A House Divided Against Itself: How the PRI survives after 2000” (2008) Joseph 
Wong and Edward Friedman (eds) Learning to Lose: Dominant Party Systems and 
their Transitions Routledge, published With Alberto Diaz-Cayeros and Federico 
Estévez 
 
“Clientelism and Portfolio Diversification: A model of Electoral Investment with 
Applications to Mexico” (2006) In Herbert Kitschelt and Steven Wilkinson Patrons 
of Policies London: Cambridge University Press, published with Alberto Diaz-
Cayeros and Federico Estévez 
 
“The Demise of Mexico’s One-Party Dominant Regime: Elite Choices and the 
Masses in the establishment of Democracy” (2005) in Scott Mainwaring and Frances 
Hagopian (eds) The Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America: Advances 
and Setbacks in Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
“Designing Electoral Rules by a Dominant Party” (2004) in Josep Colomer 
Handbook of Electoral System Choice Palgrave-Macmillan, published with Alberto 
Diaz Cayeros 
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“Democratization, Judicial and Law Enforcement Institutions, and the Rule of Law 
in Mexico” (2004) in Kevin Middlebrook Dilemmas of Political Change in Mexico 
joint publication of the Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies, UCSD and the Institute of 
Latin American Studies, University of London, published with Guillermo Zepeda 
(2004) 
 
“Strategic Coordination in the 2000 Mexican Presidential Race” in (2004) Jorge 
Domínguez and Chappell Lawson Mexico’s Pivotal Elections Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, published with Alejandro Poiré 
 
“Issues, the Vote and the Mandate for Change" (2004) in Jorge Domínguez and 
Chappell Lawson, Mexico’s Pivotal Elections Stanford: Stanford University Press, 
published with Alejandro Poiré 
 
“Authoritarianism, Democracy and the Supreme Court: Horizontal Exchange and 
the Rule of Law in Mexico” (2003)  in Scott Mainwaring and Christopher Welna 
(eds) Democratic Accountability in Latin America. Oxford University Press 
 
“Catching-All-Souls: The PAN and the Politics of Catholicism in Mexico” (2003)  in 
Timothy Scully and Scott Mainwaring (eds) Christian Democracy in Latin America. 
Stanford: Stanford University Press, published with Alejandro Moreno 
 
“El Poder Judicial en el Siglo XX” (2002) in Soledad Loaeza (coordinadora) Gran 
Historia de México Ilustrada México: Planeta, Tomo V (Textbook on political 
history of Mexico in the XXth century) 
 
“Is the PRI fading? Economic Performance, Electoral Accountability and Voting 
Behavior” (1999) in Jorge Domínguez and Alejandro Poiré (eds.) The New Mexican 
Party System. New York: Routledge 
 
“Autoridad Presupuestal del Poder Legislativo en México: una Primera 
Aproximación” (1999) Política y Gobierno, published with Alberto Diaz 
 
 
Research Grants 
 
Inter-American Development Bank research grant on the Cost of Crime and 
Violence in Latin America and the Caribbean, 2012-2013 
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United States Department of Defense-Minerva Initiative subaward from grant 
"Terrorism, Governance, and Development,” 2012-2013 
 
Freeman Spolgi Institute for International Studies Global Underdevelopment Action 
Fund, 2011-2013 
 
President’s Fund for Initiatives in International Studies (PFIIS), 2009  
 
Rockefeller Foundation Grant for a conference organized with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros 
at the Bellagio Center, December 2005 “Poverty, Democracy and Vote-buying” 
 
World Bank. Research Grant on The Political Economy of Decentralized Poverty 
Relief in Mexico, Summer 2000  
 
Graduate Dissertation Grants  
 
Social Science Research Council for Latin America and The Caribbean (SSRC), 
September 1993 - March 1994 
 
Institute for the Study of World Politics (ISWP) Dissertation Grant, March - August 
1994 
 
Tinker Foundation, Field Research Grant in Mexico, through the Center of Latin 
American Studies at Duke University, August 1992. 
 
Center for International Studies at Duke, Field Research Grant in Hungary, June - 
July 1992 
 
Mellon-Latin American Fellowship, 1990 – 1994 
 
Fulbright Fellowship, 1990 – 1992 
 
Ford-McArthur Fellowship, 1990 – 1992 
 
 
Conferences Organized 
 
Public Goods Provision and the Efficacy of Governance, Stanford University, May 
18-19, 2012 
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Violence, Drugs, and Governance: Mexican Security in Comparative Perspective, 
Stanford University, October 3 and 4, 2011 (co-organized with CISAC and the 
Center for Latin American Studies) 
 
Governance and Development in Mexico, November 2010 (co-organized with 
ITAM in Mexico) 
 
Better Governance for Better Health, Stanford University, April 26-27, 2010 (co-
organized with CDDRL and Center for Health Policy, Primary Care and Outcomes 
Research) 
 
Distributive Politics and Democracy, Stanford University September 22-23 2006 (co-
organized with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros),  
 
Poverty, Democracy and Vote-Buying, Bellagio, Italy, December 2005 (co-organized 
with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros),  
 
Rule of Law and Democratic Accountability in Mexico, Stanford University, 
October 2004 (conference co-organized with Alberto Diaz-Cayeros),  
 
 
Working Groups 

International Working Group on Distributive Poli t ics 

December 2005 planning meeting (organized by Miram Golden and Yusaku 
Horiuchi and held at UCLA) 
Septmber 2006 meeting of the Political Economy of Public Expenditure (PEPE) and 
the Distributive Politics Working Groups (organized by Alberto Diaz-Cayeros and 
Beatriz Magaloni and held at Stanford University) 
October 2007 meeting (organized by Frances Rosenbluth held at Yale University) 
April 2008 meeting (organized by Gary Cox and held at UCSD) 
November 2009 meeting (organized by Frances Rosenbluth and Jun Saito held at 
Yale University) 
 
Books in Spanish 
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A la Puerta de la Ley: El Estado de Derecho en México (1993) (At the Threshold of 
the Law: Rule of Law in Mexico) México: CIDAC-Cal y Arena, published with Luis 
Rubio and Edna Jaime.  
 
Chapters in Spanish   
 
Norma Alvarez (ed) (1990) La Reforma del Sistema Político Mexicano México: 
CIDAC-DIANA 
 
(1990) "La Desobediencia Civil en la Democracia Constitucional" Estudios 22 
México: ITAM. 
 
Teaching Experience 
 
Undergraduate Courses at Stanford University:  
Latin American Politics 
Democracies and Dictatorships 
Mexican Politics 
Honors Thesis Seminar 
Honors Thesis Advisor 
 
Graduate Courses at Stanford University: 
 
Core Graduate Seminar in Comparative Politics  
Comparative Party Politics 
Comparative Political Institutions 
Speaker Series in Comparative Politics 
 
Course Taught at other Institutions: 
Democratic Transitions. UCLA 
Comparative Party Politics. UCLA  
Advanced Seminar on Political Parties (co-taught with Federico Estévez). ITAM 
Mexico.  
Rational Choice II. ITAM-México  
Social Choice and Political Institutions  
PS200 Latin American Economic and Political Reforms. Duke University. 
Rational Choice I. ITAM-México 
Collective Action (co-taught). Humboldt-Berlin  
The Political Economy of Development (co-taught). Humboldt-Berlin  
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Service in Journals  
 
Serve as referee for the American Political Science Review, American Journal of 
Political Science, Latin American Studies, Journal of Theoretical Politics, 
Comparative Political Studies, World Politics, Journal of Politics, Economics and 
Politics, and Political Research Quarterly. 
 
Other Service 
Chair of the Michael Wallerstein Award for the Best Paper in Political Economy  
2012, American Political Science Association 
Review for Cambridge University Press 
Organizer of the Comparative Politics of Developing Countries Section, American 
Political Science Association Meeting, 2011 
Gabriel Almond Award Committee 2010, Comparative Politics Division, APSA  
Lubbert Award for Best Paper, Comparative Politics Division, 2005 
 
 
Universi ty Service 
 
Director of Undergraduate Studies 2009-present 
Coordinator of the Undergraduate Honors Program, 2009-2011 
Faculty Co-Director and Co-PI (with Paul Wise) of the FSI Undergraduate Summer 
Research Internship in Guatemala, 2011-present 
Comparative Politics Field Convener, 2011-2012  
Faculty Search Committee, 2008  
Graduate Admissions Committee, 2001 and 2010 
 
Selected Part icipation in Seminars  
 
Princeton University Comparative Politics Colloquium, April 2011 
Columbia University Comparative Politics Seminar, May 2011 
How Autocracies Work: Beyond the Electoral Paradigm, University of Michigan, 

April 201l 
Conference on Non-Democratic Regimes. June 11th and 12th, 2010 Yale University 
Dictatorships: Their Governance and Social Consequences, Princeton University, 

April 2008 (Jeremy Wallace presented co-authored work) 
New Methodologies and Their Applications in Comparative Politics and 

International Relations, Alberto Diaz-Cayeros presented co-authored paper, 
February 3 and 4, 2011  



 11 

Judicial Politics in Latin America, Centro de Investigacion y Doncenica Económica, 
March 4-8, 2009 

Center for Latin American Studies, March 16, 2009, University of California, 
Berkeley 

Comparative Politics Workshop, University of California, Berkeley, 3/11/10 
Comparative Constitutional Design, University of Chicago Law School, October 16-

17, 2009  
Kellogg Institute For International Studies, 9/9/2008 
The Dilemmas of Judicial Power: Courts, Politics and Society, organized by the 

Center for the Study of Law and Society at the University of California, 
Berkeley February 14, 2008 and Plenary Meeting, November 7 and 8, 2008 

Courts in Authoritarian Polities, Philadelphia, August 30-31 2006 
Learning to Lose: Adapting to Democracy in One- Party Dominant Systems, March 

31-April 1, 2006, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada 
Structure and Evolution of Institutions, Stanford University November 2005 
Institutions, Accountability, and Democratic Governance in Latin America, Kellogg 

Institute For International Studies, May 8 and 9 2001 
Advances and Setback in the Third Wave of Democratization in Latin America, 

Kellogg Institute For International Studies April 23 and 24 2001 
Citizen-Politician Linkages in Democratic Politics, Duke University, 25 April 2001 
 
 
Working Papers  
 
With Alberto Diaz-Cayeros (2004) “The Politics of Vote Buying” (Part I and Part 
II), Background papers for the World Development Report, 2004.   
 
(2002) “Judging the Economy in Hard-times: Myopia, Approval Ratings and the 
Mexican Economy”, Working Papers in Political Science, ITAM, No 4. 
   
(2000) with Federico Estevez “Legislative Parties and their Constituencies in the 
Budget Battle of 1997” Working Papers in Political Science, ITAM, No. 1. 
 
(2000) “A Bayesian Retrospective Model of Electoral Choice in Dominant Party 
Systems” Working Papers in Political Science, ITAM, No. 5. 
 
(2000) with Alejandro Moreno “Catching-All-Souls: The PAN and the Politics of 
Catholicism in Mexico”, WP 06, in Working Papers in Political Science, ITAM. 
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(2000) “From Hegemony to Multipartysm: Issue Voting and the Emergence of 
Partisan Cleavages” WP 03, Working Papers in Political Science, ITAM. 
 
(1995) "Party Dominance and Duvergerian Dilemmas in the Mexican 1994 
Elections". Duke University Program in Political Economy. Papers in International 
Political Economy. Working Paper No. 195. 
 
with Alberto Diaz (1993) "Coalition Building in an Unequal Society: Mexican 
Agrarian and Industrial Populism" Discussion Paper Series. Central European 
University. Budapest: CEU. 
 
 
Non-academic Publications 
 
“La geografía electoral de 2012” (2012 Electoral Geography), México Evalúa 
election report, with Alberto Díaz Cayeros, Edgar Franco, and Jorge Olarte, 2012. 
 
"El Voto Estratégico: el Dilema del Elector de Oposición" (Strategic Voting and the 
Dilemmas of Opposition Voters) Cuaderno de Nexos No. 73 (July 1994). 
 
"Pobreza y Desarrollo" (Poverty and Development) Cuaderno de Nexos No. 73 
(April 1994). 
 
Has contributed articles to newspapers Reforma, El Financiero, Los Angeles Times, 
Chicago Tribune; and magazines Nexos and Voz y Voto. 
 


