
1334

Oct. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Trust for 2 years, after which time the Trust
will reimburse the Park Service for any further
services. As part of this partnership, it is my
expectation that the National Park Service will
establish a position of superintendent or site
manager to work closely with the Trust in man-
aging this NPS unit.

Section 5(v)(1) of S. 871 vests the powers
and management of the Trust in a Board of
Directors consisting of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior and eight other members appointed by the
President. These Presidential appointments
would be made from names submitted by the
Governor of Oklahoma, the Mayor of Oklahoma
City, and the Oklahoma congressional delega-

tion. Because the Constitution does not permit
limiting the executive branch’s appointment
power by requiring nominations from lists of
recommendations, I will regard any lists sub-
mitted pursuant to that section as advisory.

I commend all those who worked so hard
to memorialize the lives of the innocent victims
of the Oklahoma City bombing.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 9, 1997.

NOTE: S. 871, approved October 9, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–58.

Message on the Observance of Yom Kippur, 1997
October 9, 1997

Warm greetings to all those observing Yom
Kippur.

On this most solemn of Jewish holy days, Jews
across America and around the world acknowl-
edge the transgressions of the past year and
come before God to atone for their sins. It
is a time to rectify mistakes, to repair broken
bonds between family members, friends, and
neighbors, and to reaffirm their sacred covenant
with God. Rich with tradition and ritual, ob-
served with strict fasting and devout prayer, the
Day of Atonement offers the Jewish people a
powerful reminder to begin the new year by
seeking what is most important: the mercy of
God and the forgiveness of those whom they
may have failed.

As our nation embarks upon a season of re-
newal and reconciliation, Americans of all faiths
can learn from the lessons of Yom Kippur. By
acknowledging the divisions among us and seek-
ing forgiveness from one another for past inju-
ries and mistakes, we can strengthen our fami-
lies, communities, and nation and enter the fu-
ture as a more compassionate and united people.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes to
all for a blessed Yom Kippur.

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 9.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner
October 9, 1997

Thank you. Only a fool would speak after
both a Baptist minister and a rabbi. [Laughter]
Thank you, Steve. And I thank Vernon and Ann
for having us here. Hillary and I and Chelsea,
we’ve been here a lot over the last several years.
This has often been a home away from home
and on occasion, in difficult times, a real refuge
for us. This is the largest crowd with whom

I have ever dined in this room, with the fewest
number of people related to Vernon and Ann.
[Laughter] But we’re all family in a way here,
and I thank you for being here.

I thought what might be good to do tonight
is maybe I would just talk a couple of minutes
and follow up on something that Vernon and
Steve talked about, and then see if any of you
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