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Handouts

www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/schools.htm









Location of New School



Location of Old School



And by the way, lets remove 
the evidence…





The Demand for Facilities

• Over half of our 
school facilities 
are at least 40 
years old.

• $30+ billion per 
year spent on K-
12 construction 
over the last 
decade.

We’re going to be 
seeing a lot of this.



• How are these billions of 
school construction dollars 
being spent?

• What macro patterns are we 
seeing in school construction?



Bigger Schools 

• 1930 = 262,000 School 
Facilities

• 2002 =  91,000  School 
Facilities

• Student population 
over the same time: 
up from 28 million to 
53.5 million

Dorman High School in Spartanburg, SC





• A pedestrian hit at 40 mph has an 85% 
chance of being killed.

• At 20 mph the fatality rate is only 5% 
(FHWA, Pedestrian Facilities Users Guide, 2002)



Another Pattern: Neglect or 
Demolish Existing Neighborhood 

Schools



26 States Still Mandate Minimum 
Acreages for School Sites

http://www.cefpi.org/pdf/state_guidelines.pdf



#1 Barrier?  Distance to School



Where you put the School 
Matters

• Schools built close to 
students, in walkable 
neighborhoods
– Can reduce traffic
– Yield increase in 

walking and biking
– Reduce emissions

www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/publications.htm



New Research
• “Estimating the proportion of Georgia children 

who can walk to school,” American Journal of 
Preventive Medicine

• Estimated that 6% of elementary school
students (K–5), 11% of middle school
students (6 to 8), and 6% of high school 
students live within a safe and reasonable 
walking distance from school.

• High population density, small enrollment 
size, and high street connectivity were 
associated with higher percentages of 
potential walkers.

Falb and others, “Estimating the proportion of children who can walk to school,” American Journal of Preventive 
Medicine, Vol 33, No. 4, pp 269-275.



You have to deal with the 
elephant!

• If you want more kids 
bike and walk to 
school, you have 
address policies that 
drive school 
investments.

• The Safe Routes 
movement can and 
should move the 
discussion on school 
investments forward.



Annual Spending

School Construction: 
$30+ Billion

Safe Routes: About $122 Million

This is YOUR Pie!!!



www.governing.com/articles/3schools.htm



Positive Motion on School Siting 
"Creating more neighborhood 
schools is one of the most 
important avenues for advancing 
quality of life in South Carolina.  

It makes sense from a learning 
standpoint, an economic 
standpoint and it makes sense if 
you want to have schools that 
are part of a community's fabric 
as opposed to part of its sprawl."

South Carolina Governor Mark Sanford 
July 16, 2003

• South Carolina 
eliminated minimum 
acreage standards 
in 2003



What is EPA Doing?

• Further research on travel and environmental 
implications.

• Work with policy makers and setting organization 
(Council of Educational Facility Planners, Intl.) to 
identify best practices and model policies.

• Partnership with the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation to examine state level policy barriers 
to better siting decisions; working with stakeholders 
to consider alternatives.



www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/schools.htm









– My Contact 
information:

– Tim Torma
– torma.tim@epa.gov
– 202-566-2864
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