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EDUCATION

2010 PhD, London School of Economics, Department of International Relations
2003 MSc, London School of Economics, Department of Government
1999 BA, University of Wales Aberystwyth, Department of International Politics

EMPLOYMENT

2015- Associate Professor, University of Oslo
2010-15 Associate Professor, Norwegian Defence University College
2013-14 MacArthur Junior Faculty Fellow, Stanford University (CISAC)
2012-13 Stanton Junior Faculty Fellow, Stanford University (CISAC)
2004-10 Research Fellow, Norwegian Defence University College

PUBLICATIONS (Items in Norwegian marked **)

Peer-reviewed articles
2011 “Revisiting Osirak: Airstrikes and Proliferation risks,” International

Security, vol. 36, no. 1, pp. 101-132.

2008 “Libya’s Nuclear Turnaround: Perspectives from Tripoli,” The Middle East
Journal, vol. 62, no. 1, pp. 55-72.

2006 “Rebel Without A Cause? Explaining Iraq’s Response to Resolution 1441,”
The Nonproliferation Review, vol. 13, no. 1, pp. 17-34.

Book chapters

In Press “The case of Libya” (with Pernille Rieker), in Pernille Rieker and Henrik
Thune (eds), Dialogue and Conflicts (Farnham: Ashgate).

2013 “Relinquished Nuclear Powers: A Case Study of Libya”, MES Monograph
no. 4, April.

2008 “Curbing Nuclear Proliferation: Lessons from Iraq and Libya,” in Christian
Koch (ed), EU-GCC Relations and Security Issues: Broadening the Horizon
(Dubai: Gulf Research Center).
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Non-refereed articles and reports

2012 “The Libya conflict(s) and the role of multicultural dialogue” (with Pernille
Rieker), in Pernille Rieker and Ole Jacob Sending (eds), Inter-cultural
dialogue in international crises, (Oslo: Norwegian Institute of International
Affairs).

2006 “Libya’s Nuclear Turnaround: What Lies Beneath?” RUSI Journal vol.
151, no. 6, pp. 52-55.

2005 “Were WMDs the Real Issue? The International Community Versus Iraq
1991-2003” (with Olav Riste) (Oslo: Norwegian Institute for Defence
Studies).

2004 “Disarming Iraq? The United Nations Special Commission 1991-1998”
(Oslo: Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies).

Short articles and op-eds

2013 “Red Lines Matter: Why We Should Care About Syria’s Chemical
Weapons,” Foreign Affairs, 7 May.

2013 “Giftige gr̊asoner,” Fokus Politikk og menneskerettigheter (online web
resource for students) (Oslo: Aschehoug)

2012 “Don’t Go Baghdad on Tehran: How to Avoid Repeating the Iraq Debacle”
(with Rolf Ekus),Foreign Affairs, 18 October.

2012 **“Er diplomatiet dødfødt? ”(with Henrik Hiim), Dagens Næringsliv, 28
July.

2012 **“Ansvar for beskyttelse?”, Fokus Politikk og menneskerettigheter (online
web resource for students) (Oslo: Aschehoug).

2012 **“Irans Atomprogram,” Fokus Politikk og menneskerettigheter (online web
resource for students) (Oslo: Aschehoug).

2011 “The Real Lesson of Iraq,” New York Times, 28 November (and
International Herald Tribune, 29 November).

2011 “Attacks on Nuclear Infrastructure: Opening Pandora’s Box?” Policy Brief,
Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard Kennedy
School, October.

2010 “Can an Attack Deny Iran the Bomb?”, The Huffington Post, 11 May.

Manuscripts in preparation

Unclear Physics: Why Iraq and Libya Failed to Build the Bomb (under contract with
Cornell University Press).

Atoms for Peace? The International Atomic Energy Agency’s Technical Assistance
programs in Asia and the Middle East, 1957-85 (monograph).

“Technology Transfer during the Cold War: Nuclear Assistance in the Eastern Bloc
and The Middle East” (with Eliza Gheorghe) (article).

“Splitting Atoms in a ’Sea of Ignorance’? Nuclear Science in Pakistan, 1947-74”
(article).
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GRANTS

2015 Stanton Foundation, course development grant

AWARDS AND HONOURS

2013 Scott D. Sagan Fellowship Award, Stanford University
2012 Fulbright fellowship
2010 Michael Nicholson award for best doctoral dissertation, British

International Studies Association.
2009-10 Postdoctoral Fellow, Project on Managing the Atom and International

Security Program, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs,
Harvard University

2008-09 Predoctoral Fellow, Project on Managing the Atom and International
Security Program, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs,
Harvard University

2002 Entrance Award, London School of Economics
2001 Merit Award, University of Wales Aberystwyth

2000 Merit Award, University of Wales Aberystwyth

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS AND CONFERENCE PAPERS

• “States, scientists and the Bomb: Why Iraq and Libya failed to acquire nuclear
weapons,” CISAC, Stanford University, 15 January 2015

• “Nuclear proliferation in the Middle East: Threats, politics and countermea-
sures,” Bjørknes College 18 March 2014.

• “Revisiting Libya’s nuclear program,” Stockholm University, 6 March 2014.

• “Iraq’s nuclear program: Sources, new answers?” Center for Nonproliferation
Studies, Monterrey, 19 February 2013.

• “How do states pursue the Bomb?” CISAC, Stanford University, 15 November
2012.

• “The Osirak attack: Consequences for Iraq and lessons for policymakers,” Con-
flict Records Research Center, National Defence University, 14 June 2012.

• “Navigating the nuclear marketplace: How states select nuclear acquisition strategies,”
Harvard University, 2 February 2012.

• “The Libyan model after the Arab spring,” Marine Corps University, 31 January
2012.

• “Nuclear entrepreneurs,” South Asian Strategic Stability Institute, 18 October
2011.

• “Navigating the nuclear marketplace: How states select acquisition strategies,”
King’s College London, 4 October 2011.

• “Den arabiske v̊aren,” Oslo Militære Samfund, 11 April 2011.
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• “Angrepet p̊a Osirak,” Norwegian Defence Research Establishment, 20 May 2011.

• “Masseødeleggelsesv̊apen: trusler og mottiltak,” Norwegian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, 23 February 2011.

• “The causes and consequences of nuclear acquisition strategies,” Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi, 8 January 2011.

• “Preferences, path dependency and proliferation,” American Political Science
Association annual meeting, Washington DC, 3 September 2010.

• Roundtable on nuclear restraint, International Studies Association annual conference,
New York, 16 February 2009.

• “Libya’s new image: Causes and consequences,” Middle East Studies Association
annual meeting, Washington DC, 22 November 2008.

• “Libya’s nuclear intentions: Ambition and ambivalence,” Naval Postgraduate
School, Monterrey, May 2007.

• “Libya’s evolving strategic rationale,” International Studies Association annual
meeting, Chicago, 1 March 2007.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Seminars on nuclear history and politics, Peace Research Institute in Oslo

Classes at the Nuclear Proliferation International History Projects nuclear history boot
camp in Rome (2015)

Occasional lectures and seminar teaching, Norwegian Defence University College, Stan-
ford University, Bjørknes College

Curriculum development, Norwegian Defence University College

Master’s thesis supervision, Norwegian Defence University College

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Member of the governing board of the Norwegian Institute for International Affairs

Member of the editorial board of Internasjonal Politikk

Reviewer for International Security, Journal of Peace Research, The Nonproliferation
Review, Routledge, Internasjonal Politikk, Babylon, Institute for Defence Studies and
Analyses

Internal examiner, Norwegian Defence University College

OTHER
Delegate, European Leadership Network conference, Munich, 5-6 February 2015

LANGUAGES
Norwegian (native); English (fluent); German (basic).
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