There is considerable public interest in using
results from the California Standards Tests
(CSTs) and the National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP) to examine the
trends in achievement of California students.
Both testing programs provide valuable
information about the academic progress of
California students. However, there are important
and fundamental differences between these
two tests, which need to be understood by
those interested in analyzing results from these
two tests. This document provides answers

to questions about key areas where there

are differences between these two tests. If
applicable, similarities are noted, too.

What is the purpose of the CSTs
and NAEP?

The CSTs were developed exclusively to
measure how well California public school
students in grades two through eleven

are achieving the state content standards

in English-language arts, mathematics,
history—social science, and science. The
CSTs are administered annually as part of the
Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR)
Program, and the results are used to meet
federal and state accountability reporting
requirements.

NAEP is a broad testing program designed

to measure national and state-level student
performance in various subjects, including
reading, writing, mathematics, and science.
Different grades and subjects are tested each
year on NAEP, and the results are not used to
meet any accountability reporting requirements.

Questions and Answers About Using the
California Standards Tests and the
National Assessment of Educational
Progress to Monitor Student Achievement

Do both tests provide state-level
results?

Yes. The CSTs provide state-level results for
California, as well as for the state’s counties,
school districts, schools, and individual students.
NAEP provides results for the nation, each state,
and selected large urban school districts. Often
it is the state-level results for both the CSTs

and NAEP, from the same year, grade, and
subject, which are the focus of analyses. Any
interpretations based on such analyses need to
take into consideration the differences described
throughout this document.

Do the CSTs and NAEP for the same
grade and subject test the same
content?

No. While there may be some overlap in the
content tested on selected CSTs and NAEP
assessments for the same grade and subject,
the two assessments have been developed
independently and for different purposes.

This has resulted in a number of distinct

and important differences in the description,
selection, organization, and weighting of content
standards within each assessment. Any analysis
of results from these two tests should begin with
a thorough examination of the content covered
on each test. The CST blueprints and the NAEP
frameworks, which can be accessed from the
Web pages provided at the end of this document,
outline the content standards targeted by grade
and subject.
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Do both tests include the same types
of questions?

Both the CSTs and NAEP include multiple-choice
guestions. The CSTs also include writing tasks in
two grades. NAEP includes a broader range of
guestion types, such as questions requiring short
and extended responses, performance tasks,
and hands-on experiments. Regardless of the
types of questions included on the test, scores
from the different question types are not reported
separately in reporting CST and NAEP results.

Are there differences in the students
tested on the CSTs and NAEP?

Yes. With very few exceptions, the CSTs are
given to all public school students in grades two
through eleven. Every eligible student is given
the complete battery of CSTs. In each state,
NAEP is administered to a sample of students
designed to be representative of the state and
the nation. Because NAEP only reports at a
group level (i.e., not individual students), this
program uses a matrix test design, which means
any one student is tested in one subject (e.g.,
mathematics) and only takes a portion of the test
in the one subject.

How do both tests report results?

In the reporting of results there are further key
differences between the two tests as follows:

B The CST state-level scores are based on the
entire population of students tested. NAEP
state-level scores are estimates based on the
sample of students tested.

B The CST scores are reported on a scale
of 150 to 600 for all subjects tested. NAEP
scores are reported on scales of 0 to 500 or 1
to 300, depending on the subject tested.

B The CSTs report by five performance levels
and NAEP reports by four achievement
levels. Even for levels where both
assessments use the same label (i.e.,
proficient), there are differences in how the
levels are determine and defined.

Any analysis of results from the CSTs and NAEP
should only be done after carrying out a thorough
examination of the differences between the tests
so the limitations of the comparisons are well
understood. Users should also understand that
the CSTs and NAEP each provide unique and
different perspectives on the academic progress
of California students. Together, they help paint a
more complete picture of our students’ academic
accomplishments.

For more information...

More information about the CSTs and NAEP,
including the blueprints and frameworks, is
available on the California Department of
Education STAR Web page at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr/

or the United States Department of
Education NAEP Web page at
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/
(Outside Source).

California Department of Education « May 2009 Page 2


http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sr


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on '[Standard]'] Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


