
community report



          CENTURY  

   HALF



          CENTURY  

The mission of Hillel@Stanford is to 

empower Jewish students at Stanford to explore and deepen their Jewish 

identities, and to envision their futures with choices inspired by Jewish 

values and commitments. Leveraging the distinction of Stanford University 

and the global impact of our graduates, Hillel enriches the lives of Jewish 

undergraduate and graduate students so that they may enrich the Jewish 

people and the world. 
Jewish students have created community at Stanford University as early 

as the 1930s, coming together to socialize, celebrate, and study. But it 

wasn’t until 1965 that a full-time Hillel director was hired to help cultivate 

and facilitate Jewish life on the Stanford campus. Marking this milestone, 

Hillel’s Half-Century year, 2015-16, celebrates the growth, innovation, 

and future of Jewish life at one of America’s leading universities. In the 

following pages, we welcome you to experience some of the remarkable 

events that gave rise to the thriving institution on Stanford’s campus today.
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the 1940s-50s: 

In the Beginning
Jane and Leland Stanford had set an inclusive tone in 1891 
when they declared that their new university would be 
non-denominational. There were other gestures: Leland 
Stanford asked a prominent Jewish businessman, Louis 
Sloss, to join the University’s inaugural board of trustees. 
When the University’s most prominent building, Memorial 
Church, was dedicated in 1903, Rabbi Jacob Voorsanger 
from Temple Emanu-El in San Francisco, also a special 
lecturer at Stanford, was invited to join 12 Protestant 
clergy to read King Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication for the 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

For Jewish students, however, the environment was not 
so welcoming. For decades, their numbers were small: 
just three students out of almost 600 in 1895 and, by 1935, 
likely no more than two percent. Still, Jewish students at 
Stanford began to organize. A 1932 announcement in the 

Stanford Daily invited all Jewish students to attend a talk 
by a local rabbi where plans would be formulated for “a 
Young People’s Organization.” Ephraim Engleman, ’33, 
in a recent visit to Hillel at age 104 just shortly before his 
passing, remembered Stanford as a welcoming place where, 
in his role as producer of the 1932 Gaieties, he was a big 
man on campus.

If Stanford’s Jewish students were gathering to meet, the 
University itself still had what one historian called ‘an 
innocent indifference’ to Jews. Even in 1950, when the 
father of incoming student Sam Freshman, ’54, ’56, asked 
a Stanford administrator what kind of Jewish life his son 
might anticipate at the University, the man answered, 
“Frankly, there is no Jewish life at Stanford.” But he was 
wrong. 

Four years earlier, a group of Jewish students, taking the 
name the Brandeis Club, organized and elected its first 
officers. The group’s goal, as announced in the Stanford 
Daily, was “to provide an opportunity for Stanford 
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the first Jewish student 
group was established at 
stanford in the mid-1940s: 
the Brandeis club
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students of the Jewish faith to become acquainted with one 
another and to participate in Stanford religious activities.” 

In 1949, the student group evolved into a Hillel Council. It 
was the fourth in California and one of 200 in the United 
States. The Stanford Class of 1955 Yearbook included the 
Hillel B’nai B’rith Foundation and a photograph of 14 
of its members. Serving as president of Stanford’s Board 
of Trustees at the time was Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel, ’20, 
grandson of one of San Francisco’s most successful and 
earliest Jewish merchants, a man who was well known 
for his philanthropy and a member of Temple Emanu-El 
dating back to Voorsanger’s tenure there.

Jack Fine, ’54, who served as Hillel president, recalls that 
students received shipments of bagels from the father of 
Alan “Buzz” Feinberg, ’54, who owned the largest bagel 
bakery in Los Angeles. A volunteer advisor, Chester 
Zeff, supported the group. The students worked hard to 
connect with incoming Jewish freshmen by reviewing cards 
indicating religious affiliation provided by the Office of the 
Registrar. While Stanford still explicitly had a quota for 

Jewish student enrollment, that did not keep the students 
from creating an active community.

Appointed in 1959 as Hillel@Stanford’s first part-time 
director, Howard Sachar, now a noted scholar of Middle 
East and European history, linked the new Stanford 
chapter to Hillel’s very first presence in the United States. 
As a newly minted faculty member at the University of 
Illinois, Sachar’s father, Abram, was an original member of 
Hillel’s foundational chapter there and later served as the 
first full-time national director of Hillel. 

The next decade would bring Hillel@Stanford its first 
period of activism, one that would yield long-needed 
changes for Stanford’s Jewish students. 

howard sachar was 
appointed as hillel@
stanford first part-time 
director

1959
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the 1960s: 

Establishing a  
Presence on Campus
In 1965, when Rabbi Charles Familant arrived to serve 
as Hillel’s first full-time director and campus rabbi, he 
followed Dr. Harry May, who had served as director for 
five years. Coming to California from the centuries-old 
colleges of Oxford, England, he assumed he would find a 
much more contemporary vibe at Stanford, not yet even a 
century old. 

He was surprised by what he found. He discovered that 
Stanford’s Hillel, an organization that focused on college 
students, had no permanent or official physical location on 
the Stanford campus – for services or any other activities. 
Instead, Hillel was located in tiny offices above a tire shop 
in downtown Palo Alto, a mile and a half from Stanford’s 
architectural masterpiece – Memorial Church. The church, 
erected in memory of Leland Stanford, is prominently set 
on a rise that makes it one of the first buildings that Jewish 
students and their parents might see as they make their 
way to the campus. 

Rabbi Familant’s first move was a successful request for 
space on campus: Hillel was assigned some basement space 
in the former Women’s Clubhouse, steps away from White 
Plaza, a location alive then with student demonstrations. 
Even occasional use of that space had been problematic. 
In October 1963, Hillel director Harry May, Familant’s 
predecessor, received a letter from the Clubhouse Board 
informing him that the conversational Hebrew class Hillel 
had scheduled in the Clubhouse would not be allowed 
because it represented formal instruction – and that 
Stanford only allowed that to be done by persons with 
academic standing.

The Clubhouse building was vintage, one of Stanford’s 
three original architectural structures when it opened in 
1891. Hillel’s space was small, but did include access to a 
tiny kitchen where Hillel students could cook erev Shabbat 
meals. Services, however, were not possible at that time.

The barrier was Stanford’s founding grant, which specified 
that the University be religiously non-denominational. 
At a time when many other colleges and universities 
were sponsored by particular religious denominations, 
the Stanfords wanted all to feel welcome. They banned 

rabbi charles 
Familant 
arrived to serve 
as hillel’s 
first full-time 
director and 
campus rabbi

hillel receives space on campus: 
the basement of the clubhouse

1965
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religious services from campus except for Memorial 
Church, where the services were to be neutral and 
universal. The façade of Memorial Church, however, 
depicts Jesus, with arms outstretched. “All” was clearly 
Christian. Despite that, the Stanford Daily reported in 
January 1944 that weekly Jewish services had begun in the 
vestry of Memorial Church, with 50-70 “servicemen and 
civilians attending Stanford.”

Rabbi Familant and representatives of other campus 
ministries who wanted to hold services on campus 
lobbied for change. In February 1966, the University’s 
trustees agreed to a temporary arrangement: religious 
worship of various denominations would again be allowed 
in Memorial Church. But for Rabbi Familant, the 
unambiguously Christian setting provided no solution.

Two months later, a student whose father had died asked 
Rabbi Familant if he would organize daily worship at 
which the student could recite mourner’s kaddish. Rabbi 
Familant appealed to Richard Lyman, then chair of the 
President’s Committee on Religious Activities. Go ahead, 
Lyman said, as long as the services were not publicized. 

Rabbi Familant agreed, but used that slightly opened door 
as a path to an act of civil disobedience: a Sabbath service 
in the Clubhouse. 

That act set off a series of newspaper stories, debates, 
discussions, a supportive refusal by all other campus 
ministers to hold services and a Clubhouse lounge packed 
to overflowing with students who came for services 
in solidarity with the cause. “Many of the students 
attending, though Jewish, had but the vaguest familiarity 
with Hebrew, let alone Jewish prayers,” Rabbi Familant 
remembers. “There was something both comical and 
heart-warming about this motley assembly. On the other 
hand, one could witness in the aftermath of the service an 
outpouring of camaraderie and the formative beginnings of 
a community.” 

On May 19, 1966, the Stanford Board of Trustees agreed 
to permit Jewish worship services on campus in locations 
besides Memorial Church. That autumn, Hillel held 
its first High Holy Day services on campus – in the 
Clubhouse.

the first high holy 
Day services were 
held on campus

“ One could witness in 
the aftermath of the 
service an outpouring 
of camaraderie and the 
formative beginnings 
of a community.”

1966
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the 1970s: 

Developing and Growing  
in the Basement of  
the Old Union
Hillel may have won its place on campus, but its cramped 
quarters in the basement of the Old Union Building 
were not exactly comfortable for its growing number 
of participants and activities. Myra Strober, a Stanford 
professor in the School of Education and the Graduate 
School of Business who later served as Hillel’s board 
president, recalls attending services there in the early ’70s. 
“I doubt there were more than 30 people there and the 
sofas we were sitting on had stuffing coming out of the 
seams. I was shocked,” she said. 

Hillel was beginning to burst forth in other ways, too, 
expanding its activities, its visibility and its social activism 
as if carried by a new wave of spirit and enthusiasm. In 
the spring of 1973, the first issue of On One Foot appeared, 
describing itself as the literary, scholarly and journalistic 
quarterly of the Stanford Hillel Foundation. 

A few months later came another publication edited and 
written by Jewish students: the Stanford Aliyah newspaper. 
The students printed at least 5,000 copies of each issue, 
said Richard Mills, ’75. “There were five for each student. 
We wanted to provide worthwhile and educational 
reading. We also wanted to make a statement that ‘we are 
here, we are active, join us!’ “In addition to a calendar of 
Jewish holidays and recipes for challah and matzo balls, its 
12 pages included robust commentaries on Israeli politics 
and the status of Soviet Jews; news of a proposal for an 
interdepartmental Jewish studies major; and essays on 

First publications of On One Foot 
and Stanford Aliyah

rabbi mark cartun (later known 
as ari cartun) begins 21 years 
serving as hillel’s leader

1973 1975

“ I want to involve 
Hillel@Stanford in 
the whole Bay Area 
Jewish community.”



70s7

being Jewish. In the mid-1970s, a weekly newsletter called 
Nu? provided timely information about events. 

Other changes occurred: in April 1975, Rabbi Familant 
concluded his role at Stanford and the following month, 
Rabbi Mark Cartun (later known as Ari Cartun) became 
Hillel’s new leader. He was 25 and filled with a desire to 
make Hillel even more a part of the lives of Jewish students 
on campus. “I want to involve Hillel@Stanford in the 
whole Bay Area Jewish community,” he told a Stanford 
Daily reporter three months after his arrival in May 1975. 

Ronda Spinak, ’80, co-founder of the Jewish Women’s 
Theatre, arrived at Stanford in 1976. “I was very open to 
being part of Hillel,” she said. “I understand from others 
that we were coming out of a period during the 1950s 
where people didn’t really speak about being Jewish. We 

were still trying to find our place.” None of her roommates 
or others in her circle of friends were Jewish. Hillel became 
“a way I could be Jewish at Stanford.”

“It was a place I could do the activities I loved to do that 
made me Jewish,” said Spinak, whose many involvements 
as a Stanford undergraduate included a coveted position 
as one of the Stanford Dollies. “It gave people a way to be 
Jewish in whatever way they wanted to be Jewish. And it 
was a great opportunity to see how we could be Jewish in 
many different ways.” 

By 1979, a Stanford Daily article reported that Hillel@
Stanford was second only to the Associated Students of 
Stanford University, based on scheduled activities each 
week and student attendance at those activities.

“ It gave people a way to 
be Jewish in whatever 
way they wanted to be 
Jewish.”
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the 1980s: 

Becoming Vibrant and Visible
To encourage High Holy Day attendance, Hillel tried a 
maverick, new tactic: free High Holy Day tickets were 
offered to the community with a requested donation but 
requiring no payment. That approach packed Memorial 
Auditorium’s 1,700-seat hall, Strober remembers, “so 
packed we had to have two sittings for each service. The 
students were involved, the community was involved,” 
she said, and the revised, egalitarian prayer book created 
by Rabbi Cartun was a huge draw, especially among the 
many community members who did not belong to a local 
synagogue.

Hillel’s persistence about the significant dilemma Stanford’s 
Jewish students and faculty faced when the first day of 
classes was scheduled without regard to High Holy Days 
finally gained traction: in 1986, University officials agreed 
to adjust the academic calendar to avoid a conflict. In 
1987, Hillel dedicated a new library space in its Clubhouse 
headquarters, a place to house the group’s growing 
collection of 3,000 books. The library also housed an aron 
kodesh – a holy ark – holding one of 1,564 Torah scrolls 
rescued in 1942 from synagogues across Czechoslovakia 
that would soon be decimated in the Holocaust.

By 1988, Hillel claimed a roster of 1,000 students – a 
remarkable accomplishment considering that Stanford 
had an estimated 1,500 Jewish students, according to 
then-Program Director Jocelyn Reisman. 



80s 9

The absence of kosher food on campus continued to 
pose challenges. In April 1988, just in time for Passover, 
Stanford’s first kosher kitchen opened as a co-op in the 
Elliott Program Center. The cost per quarter was less than 
what the University Food Service charged, but co-op 
members had to work several set-up, cooking, and clean-
up shifts each week. The co-op addressed a long-time, 
little-mentioned problem, student Jessica Mahlab, ’91, told 
the Stanford Daily – that talented students from traditional 
Jewish backgrounds had not considered application to 
Stanford because there was no kosher dining option.

In 1992, the co-op became the Kennedy Kosher Co-op, 
in honor of University President Donald Kennedy and 
his wife, Robin Kennedy, ’68, ’78, who served on the 
Hillel board for 20 years, including a term as president. 
“Donald Kennedy has set the tone for how the University 
meets the needs of specific groups on campus, especially 
the Jewish community, and it was altogether fitting that 
something be named after him,” Rabbi Cartun said, at 
the announcement of the name. For Robin Kennedy, the 
significance was more personal. “If there is only one thing 
that I could accomplish being the president’s wife around 
here, if it is making Stanford more hospitable to Jewish 
students, it will be a source of pride for me,” she said. “It’s 
ironic for me because as an undergraduate, there was no 
Jewish life. [The co-op] is a real symbol of how different 
it is.”

hillel library created

First kosher kitchen 
opens, later renamed 
the kennedy kosher 
co-op in 1992

participation reaches 
1,000 students

1987 1988
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the 1990s: 

Thriving Along with Stanford 
Hillel was no longer a minor player in Stanford student 
life. But Jeremy Cowan, ’91, didn’t really pay it much 
attention until he’d done some growing up and returned 
home to the Bay Area with a recognition that Hillel 
represented something he wanted. “It was a very positive 
cultural mix, with a diversity of people, celebrating 
cultural heritage in way that was different from the pure 
assimilation and homogeneity of the ’50s and ’60s,” Cowan 
said. He had a “more evolved relationship with Judaism,” 
he said, and now, Hillel at Stanford became a place where 
he could find what he typically wouldn’t in a synagogue: 
academic, intellectual, and cultural programming. Beyond 
those activities, his community at Hillel became an early 
testing ground and brainstorming group for Cowan’s new 

business venture – Shmaltz Brewing Company and its first 
product, HE’BREW.

In 1996, Stanford’s Jewish community saw strong evidence 
of changed attitudes: Rabbi Patricia Karlin-Neumann was 
appointed as Associate Dean for Religious Life. She was 
the first University chaplain from a tradition other than 
Christianity in Stanford’s history. 

Yet, for all its vitality, Hillel was still trapped by its location 
and tight quarters. Shirley Feldman, ‘68, and her husband 
Marc Feldman, ’69, arrived at Stanford as graduate 
students in 1965. Like many married Jewish couples on the 
faculty, they, too, joined a local congregation, she said, but 
she was well aware that Hillel’s lack of physical space was 
an obstacle to its success. “We were in the basement,” she 
said, “and clearly not so favored.” It would take 30 years of 
her patience to see what she called “an incredible leap.” 

rabbi patricia 
karlin-neumann 
was appointed as 
associate Dean for 
religious life

1996
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She was on Hillel’s advisory board when the historic 
Dunn-Bacon House, with 3,500 feet of 1899 Classical 
Revival beauty near the heart of the campus, became 
available. Again, former Hillel board president Robin 
Kennedy took action, as she had a few years earlier in her 
support of Stanford’s first kosher kitchen. “Robin had this 
amazing idea and moved heaven and earth to get things 
going with the acquisition of the house,” Feldman said. “It 
was a tour de force. Robert Levison, ’48, joined the cause, 
as did John Arrillaga, ’60, Eli Reinhard, ’55, and many 
other alumni, faculty and supporters. 

The building was indeed a treasure: high ceilings supported 
by dark wood beams, original molding, glass-front 
bookcases, and an aura of warmth from its abundant 
redwood wainscoting and pine floors. After more than 106 

years of habitation, however, it needed serious repairs. As 
the process continued, Feldman said, some involved in the 
project worried what the response might be. 

But the group was reassured, she said, as they had due 
diligence conversations with Hillels elsewhere. “The 
predictions we had from the Hillels at Yale and UCLA was, 
‘If you build it, they will come.’”

Hillel signed a 50-year lease for the building in June 2000 
with hopes that the size of the property would also enable 
it to construct a second building adjacent to the old house. 
The next decade would finally bring Hillel a home of 
physical substance to match its social, political, religious, 
and cultural energy. 

Former Board president linda kurz, left, and lela Ziff sarnat 
attend a building walk-through
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the 2000s: 

Building a Permanent Home 
and a Flourishing Community
Five years after that lease was signed and $4.8 million in 
private donations later, 300 people gathered on a February 
Sunday in 2005 to dedicate Hillel@Stanford’s permanent 
new home.

Lela Ziff Sarnat, ’72,’82, shared a story as she hung the 
mezuzah. In 1969 when she was a student, her parents 
had visited her at Stanford and asked to see its Hillel. She 
showed them the cramped three rooms in a basement 
and her father asked, “Can’t they do something about 
that?” He would repeat the question again over the next 
several years.

More than three decades later, Lela was able to observe her 
father’s tenth yahrzeit in the Harold and Libby Ziff Center 
for Jewish Life. At the dedication, she shared greetings 
with the crowd from her then-96-year-old mother Libby.

Alan Garber, ’83, was one of the guests that day, another 
observer with the perspective of decades. “Hillel had been 
a vital center of Jewish life on the Stanford campus and it 
was well integrated into the overall student community,” 
he said. The new Center was symbolic of how far Hillel 
had traveled. “Now it was literally at the center of 
campus in a magnificent new space that was particularly 
welcoming,” he said.

Stanford alumnus Tad Taube, ’53, ’57, had provided a key 
contribution toward transforming the historic home into 
the Taube Hillel House. In June 2006, a groundbreaking 
ceremony took place for a second phase of the Ziff Center: 
the 9,500-square-foot Koret Pavilion. Its larger and more 
flexible spaces, including the Freidenrich Dining Hall 
named in honor of Jill, ’63, and John Freidenrich, ’59, 
LLB ’63, could accommodate large events and for the first 
time, a Jewish sacred space for services, bar/bat mitzvahs, 
weddings and other special occasions was created on 
campus.

David Lobel, ’79, was among the Stanford alumni who 
contributed to the expansion. He’d arrived at Stanford 

Dunn-Bacon building 
acquired, renovations begin

taube hillel house 
at the Ziff center for 
Jewish life completed

2000 2005
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in 1976, and was disappointed at the Hillel he had found 
then. In the new Hillel, he said, “there would be a space 
for anybody who was like me and had found trouble 
connecting when they came to Stanford. I wanted to 
make sure that in the future Hillel would be a place where 
everybody who is Jewish could find a place – and I wanted 
to make sure that the parents of undergraduates who were 
able to secure admission to Stanford would not view any 
absence as a reason to veto going there.”

It was a very different Stanford, too. Now, Stanford had 
1,800 Jewish students and the San Francisco Bay Area had 
become home to the third-largest Jewish population in the 
United States. Larry Diamond, ’74, ’78, ’80, joined Hillel’s 
board in 2004 and observed the exponential changes 
enabled by a permanent home on campus. “It made 
possible a very dramatic expansion for student activities, 
for gatherings that could include other people from the 
community,” he said, “and we expanded our notion of the 
role of Hillel at Stanford – that its role and responsibility 
was to include more outreach to graduate students, to 
young adults in the community and to really being not just 

this organization where Jewish undergrads could gather 
and have religious services but to serve the whole youthful 
Jewish population with a place to gather, reflect, play and 
where other elements of the Stanford community could 
come and interact.” 

Now, Garber said, Hillel@Stanford serves the “many 
students who are interested in values and social activism, 
and in religion are searching for a sense of community 
with which they can share those interests and their striving 
for a better world.” And that has happened, for many 
students in many ways. Sarah Beller, ’14, came to Stanford 
for her Admit Weekend and, without much to do on a 
Friday night, came to Hillel for a Shabbat dinner. “When I 
walked in and sat down, I found a place where people were 
having conversations about books and food and politics, 
instead of just talking about the other colleges they’d 
gotten into,” she said. “It felt like a family.” It became 
her safe haven and a place to stretch outside her comfort 
zone. “I found a place where I could take ownership of my 
Jewish identity.” 

HILLEL@STAnFOrD 
ExECUTIVE DIrECTOrS
1959-1960  

Howard Sachar, PhD

1960-1965  
Harry May, PhD

1965-1975  
rabbi Charles Familant

1975-1996  
rabbi Ari Cartun

1996-1997  
Deborah Sloss, interim

1997-1998  
rabbi Yoel Kahn

1999-2003  
Debra Feldstein

2003-2010  
Adina Danzig Epelman

2010-2011  
Beth Schecter, interim

2011- present  
rabbi Serena Eisenberg

koret pavilion at the Ziff center for Jewish life completed

2008
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a D v a n c i n g 
Jewish Scholarship, Teaching and Educational resources 

The 20,000-volume personal library of salo Baron, acclaimed by many as the most 

accomplished Jewish historian of the 20th century, would become, in December 1985, 

the cornerstone of stanford’s taube-Baron collection of Jewish history and culture and a 

key resource for a new discipline of study at stanford. Just six months earlier, the chairman 

of stanford’s Department of religious studies won approval from a donor to convert what 

had been a visiting professorship in Jewish studies to a permanent professorship – a 

change that now stands as the official beginning of the taube center for Jewish studies.

the collection and the center represented important steps for stanford, and for 

hillel@stanford. the substance and visibility of all three were synergistic and reflected a 

common theme: that there was a place at the university – and in the world – where the 

words, thoughts, and actions of Jews of all minds and cultures, throughout history, were 

available and valued.
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THE TAUBE-BArOn COLLECTIOn OF JEwISH HISTOrY 
AnD CULTUrE

“Stanford’s libraries have long worked closely with the 
University’s faculty and students across many disciplines,” 
said Zachary Baker, Stanford’s Reinhard Family Curator of 
Judaica and Hebraica Collections and Assistant University 
Librarian for Collection Development, Humanities and 
Social Sciences. Starting in the mid-1980s, when Jewish 
Studies emerged strongly as an academic program, the 
libraries made an effort to build research support for that 
program, through the acquisition of the Taube-Baron 
Collection and the Reinhard family’s endowment of the 
Judaica and Hebraica curatorship.

Thirty years of acquisition and development have 
produced a group of collections, totaling 80,000 volumes 
that support research and instruction in all forms of Jewish 
Studies: history, literature, linguistics, cultural studies, and 
contemporary social, political and cultural developments 
in the United States, Israel and the world. 

The Taube-Baron Collection stands alone, however, 
in its significance, Baker said. “The book portion 
is an encyclopedic collection of a scholar whose 
accomplishments in the field of Jewish history are broad-
ranging – and there is no equivalent to it at Stanford.”

Baron held the first chair in Jewish history at any secular 
university outside of Eastern Europe. He was the author 
of 13 books, many of multiple volumes, on Jewish 
history. The first version of his magnum opus, “A Social 

and Religious History of the Jews,” was published in 
1937. With revisions, it grew; Baron was working on a 
nineteenth volume at his death in 1989 at age 94. Shortly 
afterwards, the Salo W. and Jeanette M. Baron Foundation 
donated his personal papers to Stanford. 

“Baron was not just a scholar,” Baker said, “but also a 
significant figure in the American Jewish community. He 
was especially well known for his activism and for helping 
to secure permanent homes for Jewish cultural resources 
and assets that had been looted and dispersed by the 
Nazis.” That effort was one he led and is reflected in his 
papers, Baker said, which have been used by numerous 
scholars researching the topic. 

Baron was also known as the person who upended what 
had been the traditionally lachrymose view of Jewish 
history as a litany of suffering. Baron argued that Jews had 
survived because they could live without a state. Jewish 
history was more importantly about the social, cultural, 
religious and economic narrative of its people, he said, and 
should be studied in the context of the challenges Jews 
faced. Baron would come to be seen as one of the founding 
fathers of the academic field of Jewish studies and his 
influence would be seen in the establishment of Stanford’s 
Jewish Studies program. 

Over the course of the next decade or two, Jewish Studies 
at Stanford acquired major collections in Hebrew and 
Yiddish literature, in rabbinic, Bible, Israel studies, and 
other areas making it among the finest and most 
comprehensive collections of its kind in North America. 
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THE TAUBE CEnTEr FOr JEwISH STUDIES 

The Jewish Studies program at Stanford started later than 
those at peer institutions – decades after those at Harvard 
and Columbia – but quickly achieved prominence. 
The teaching of Jewish Studies at Stanford, encouraged 
by a major gift in the early 1970s by Miriam Roland, 
created the Aaron-Roland Fund that, together with a 
major donation from Tad Taube – Jewish Studies’ most 
consistently vigorous supporter – and with the further 
generous support of Eli Reinhard and others, created the 
Taube Center for Jewish Studies. 

The Center has been the catalyst for many major 
conferences and sponsors dozens of courses annually. It 
has three endowed chairs affiliated with it, and faculty 
in History, Religious Studies, Classics, Comparative 
Literature, Slavic Languages and Literatures, German 
Studies, Biology, and Music. Its many dozens of PhDs now 
teach in universities across the United States and elsewhere. 

The Taube Center’s relationship with the larger community 
and with Stanford’s Hillel, in particular, has been warm 
and intellectually vibrant. Hillel, said long-time Jewish 
Studies Center Director Steven J. Zipperstein, (Daniel 
E. Koshland Professor in Jewish History and Culture), 
“has the potential of serving as a real intellectual breeding 
ground, an epicenter of Jewish cultural vibrancy. This 
happens best when there is honest, ongoing exchange 
between Hillel and the larger University. We look forward 
to seeing Stanford’s estimable Hillel grow in this respect 
from strength to strength.” 

SCHOOL OF EDUCATIOn  
COnCEnTrATIOn In EDUCATIOn AnD JEwISH STUDIES

In 2012, the Jim Joseph Foundation provided major 
support to Stanford’s School of Education to create a 
concentration in Education and Jewish Studies focused 
exclusively on preparing doctoral scholars and researchers. 
In addition to endowing a faculty chair, the milestone gift 
funds fellowships for graduate students, and underwrites 
seminars and conferences on questions at the intersection 
of education, religion, and civil society. The unique 
interdisciplinary initiative was conceived as a special 
opportunity to create and enhance a nascent area of 
research that spans the social sciences, humanities, and 
education. Students are encouraged to link theory and 
practice, to be methodologically and conceptually creative, 
and to contribute to the growing body of scholarship at 
the intersection of Education and Jewish Studies.

CAMPUS VISITOrS FrOM BUBEr TO HESCHEL

Stanford’s intellectual life has been enriched by 
distinguished Jewish speakers who have had a 
significant impact on students, faculty, alumni 
and community members. 

In February 1952, the Stanford Daily announced two 
upcoming lectures by Dr. Martin Buber, describing him as 
“one of the day’s five most influential religious thinkers.” 
The renowned author of I and Thou spoke on “Religion 

tad taube

steven J. Zipperstein
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and Philosophy” and led a faculty seminar at Green 
Library. Hillel student president Jack Fine, ’54 recalls 
receiving a special invitation. “The most significant thing 
for me was that the Stanford administration somehow 
respected the Jewish students on campus enough to invite 
me, as the Hillel president, to attend and be part of what 
was an important academic and interreligious event,” 
he said. 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel delivered the Fred West 
Memorial Lectures at Stanford in May 1963. Subsequently 
published by the Stanford Press in a volume titled Who 
is Man?, the lectures attracted a diverse audience. Oscar 
Firschein, who was taking engineering classes through a 
Stanford arrangement with local industry, still remembers 
Heschel’s opening words more than 50 years later.

“What a lovely campus,” Oscar and his wife Theda 
recall Heschel saying, “and what a wonderful group of 
young people have come here to learn together.” The 
audience reacted appreciatively. Then he added, “But 
you are youngsters without life experience. How can you 
ever really understand what I am saying?” The students 
appeared to visibly pull back from their initial feelings 
of awe at this sudden unprovoked slight. He waited a 
moment, and then continued. “Do you see what just 
happened?” Heschel asked. “We were communicating as 
one, until I destroyed that relationship by demeaning you.” 
He then went on to engage and elevate the students, as he 
did for countless individuals and the nation.

In the turbulent sixties, Heschel marched with Martin 
Luther King, opposed the war in Vietnam and brought the 
dynamic messages of the Hebrew prophets into the greater 
public arena on pressing social, political and religious 
issues.

Heschel had a profound impact on a generation of Jewish 
leaders. Among them is leading Jewish scholar and former 
Stanford Professor of Religious Studies Arnold Eisen, 
who currently serves as Chancellor of the Graduate 
Theological Union where Heschel taught from 1945-72. 
After seeing Heschel speak when he was a 19-year-old 
college newspaper reporter in 1971, Eisen sought a personal 
meeting. “He changed my life that day,” Eisen said in a 
2012 “On Being” broadcast titled “The Spiritual Audacity 
of Abraham Joshua Heschel.”

Recent visitors to Hillel@Stanford have included New 
York Times columnist and author Tom Friedman; 
journalists and authors Ari Shavit, Yossi Klein Halevi 
and Jeffrey Goldberg; former Secretaries of State George 
Shultz, Henry Kissinger and Condoleezza Rice; former 
U.S. Ambassador to Russia Michael McFaul and former 
Wisconsin Senator Russ Feingold; and Ruth Messinger, 
president of American Jewish World Service. Their 
visits have continued a long tradition of opportunities 
for face-to-face dialogue between students and leading 
contemporary thinkers.

arnold eisen

george shultz
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Financials 2014-15
hillel@stanford receives no financial support from stanford university – our success 
is dependent on the generosity of parents, alumni, faculty, and friends. on behalf of 
the students who benefit from your generosity, thank you for helping to build a strong 
Jewish future.

TOTAL AnnUAL rEVEnUE: $1,329,000

AnnUAL ExPEnSE ALLOCATIOn

restricted Contributions 26%

Individual Contributions 33%

Grants 24%

Endowment Funds 11%

Program Fees 6%

Marketing and Development 9%

Building Management and  
Other Administration 18%

Israel Program 19%

Jewish Life & Learning 54%

The Half-Century Fund 
Leadership Gift 
As Hillel@Stanford 
celebrates its milestone 
Half-Century 
Anniversary, we are 
grateful for the inspiring 
philanthropic leadership 
of Jill (‘63) and 
John (‘59, LLB ’63) 
Freidenrich. Long-time 
supporters of Hillel, for 
whom the Freidenrich Dining Hall at Hillel’s Koret 
Pavilion is named, they have committed $500,000 
toward Hillel’s initiatives and programming for 
graduate students over the next five years. 

“Jill and I are proud to be bolstering Hillel’s 
ability to provide meaningful Jewish connection 
for Stanford’s growing graduate student 
population,” he said. “we care deeply about the 
continued vibrancy of this community and trust 
Hillel to nurture it as it continues to grow.”

Information about Hillel Half-Century Fund giving 
opportunities is available online at http://stanford.
hillel.org/halfcentury. Gifts to the Half-Century Fund 
will be acknowledged at a later date.
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FOUnDATIOn PArTnErS 
Jewish community Federation & 

endowment Fund
koret Foundation
charles and lynn schusterman Family 

Foundation
taube Foundation for Jewish life and 

culture

($25,000+)
lela and gerry sarnat
Diane and howard Zack

($10,000-$24,999)
sandra and Daniel e. Feldman
ira Forest endowment Fund and the Forest 

Family Foundation
ann and thomas Friedman
John and marcia goldman philanthropic 

Fund
Daryl messinger and James J. heeger 
Barry kramer
maribelle and stephen leavitt
Judith and David s. lobel
susan Wolfe

($5,000-$9,999)
anonymous (2)
sheryl and ernest elias
shelley Fisher Fishkin and James Fishkin
shoshana and martin gerstel
ellen konar and steve goldband
carol and Joseph grundfest
shelley and John hébert
Janice and steven hefter Family 

Foundation
robin and Donald kennedy
raymond and Judy klein
catherine and James m. koshland
rosanne and alvin t. levitt
Barbara oshman
Joan m. karlin and paul resnick
susan kahan rifkin and William D. rifkin 
Jack saltz
ellen and David e. siminoff
marilyn and michael vender
the Wisch Family Foundation

($2,500-$4,999)
abbe Braitman
nan phinney and martin Breidenbach 
mary lowenthal Felstiner and John 

Felstiner 
Frances and theodore geballe
Diana Dreiman and stephen a. gilula 
mary ann and mark harris
Jennifer and howard kaplan
lori migdal-levine and michael s. levine 
g.B. and m. may Foundation
gila and adam milstein
susan m. neisloss
allison and robert price Family 

Foundation

heidi Duckler and Daniel a. rosenfeld 
Janet g. stotsky
lawrence h. title
meryl shapiro-tuchin and michael tuchin 

($1,800-$2,499)
anne marie Burgoyne
Jordan m. and lisa Bender
larry J. Diamond
marvin Diogenes
shirley and marcus W. Feldman
marcy gringlas and Joel greenberg
kenneth hadler
siobhan and Joshua korman
lisa and stephen D. lebovitz
vivian and leonard lehmann
michelle oberman and lawrence marshall 
steven monosson
shari and Donald ornstein
norman robinson
carol D. and harry saal
susan steiner saal and nathaniel saal 
leslie colvin and Jed e. solomon 
sara and philip sunshine
ina and ronald trugman
holly and Jeffrey ullman
marc and carol Winograd
Winograd-hutner Family Fund

($1,000-$1,799)
cynthia and paul anderson
leslie and Jeffrey Blum
David J. Blumberg
Brenda and roger Borovoy
linda and neill Brownstein
Jean macDonell and martin carnoy 
sharon and James D. cash

steven charlap
Jennifer creek
laurie h. minsk and Jerry Dunietz
miriam engel
Jody and Douglas D. erenberg
the Fleishhacker Foundation
ardyth and samuel k. Freshman
victor r. Fuchs
karen J. Diamond and John giblin
naomi and gregg J. gittler
carson and Joseph h. gleberman
Jacqueline and alvin goldfarb
ruth levine and steven goodman 
James halper
miriam and mark hetfield
marc D. kaye
marilyn and robert kessler
cynthia Jacobs-khazam and  

Jonathan khazam 
stuart klein
lisa and victor D. kohn
thalia anagnos and Jeffrey r. koseff
laura and gary lauder
shoshana and ronald levy
galina and lev J. leytes
harriet and stanley litt
marlene and gadi maier
peggy s. mendelson
clara and lee miller
ms. phyllis moldaw
Judith moss
Joel mowbray
anita and ingram olkin
pearlstein Family Fund
Jill pearlstein Johnson
helen and Jack rakove
eli reinhard
adelle and robert m. rosenzweig
adam B. ross

Annual Fund Donors

Thanks to the generosity of donors like 
you, Hillel@Stanford is able to make a 
significant impact on the lives of Jewish 
students at Stanford.

We recognize with gratitude every contribution made by 

each individual this past year. gifts of $250 or more are 

listed.* (gifts directed toward camp kesem are listed in 

the Camp Kesem Report, issued separately; our growing 

list of contributors to the special half-century Fund will be 

released at a later date.)

*this list includes annual Fund donations received from July 1, 2014 through oct. 31, 2015. half-century Fund gifts will be listed separately.
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emilie and alvin roth
sheree and ronald m. roth
natalie and James l. sammet
Jan Blaustein scholes and myron scholes 
sue and gary schwartzman
elizabeth and vafa shayani
andrea and lubert stryer
gwyn and Jeffrey Wachtel
Deborah Dalzell and mark Wilson
Jacqueline and adam s. Winnick
marc and carol Winograd
Winograd-hutner Family Fund
hilary Zarrow

($500-$999)
anonymous (2)
Barbara and timothy arnstein
ann and J. myron atkin
Jane and alan D. axelrod
ms. louise short-axler and Joel axler
randy and robert Baird
Wendy e. allyn and David Barkin
rachel and adam Barth
roslyn and arthur Bienenstock
Barbara and W. scott Bowersock
Jean schindler-Bozman and larry Bozman
anthony Brenner
lauri e. sanders and Douglas carlisle
Diane claerbout
morris B. cohen
toby and lester crystal
the hon. andy David, consul general, 

state of israel
eric m. ellenoff
Jeremy p. Feldman
sandy and Jack D. Fine
marilyn and Bruce Fogel
michael goldberg
heidi and scott greenbaum
lisa Friedman and James harris
ruth and alfred e. heller
Janice Brown and andrew hoffman

laurence hordon
sharon and irwin s. kasser
erica Fono and morris J. katz
Julie kaufman
Dana and sol F. kavy
ellen and ronald krasnow
anat r. admati and David kreps
Debra and mark leslie
marion lewenstein
helene and andrew lipton
rise B. norman and ross markman
victoria and James maroulis
Bruce miller
Bernice and rudolf moos
karen and michael nierenberg
Jane r. parnes
karen patou
Janis and richard l. popp
Jackie schmidt-posner and Barry posner 
rachel and David Quint
Dr. leslie J. reinhorn
angela and gary retelny
sima and raul J. rosenthal
roberta and ric rudman
helen orden sassover and moshe sassover
shelley and loren saxe
stuart schlisserman
kenneth schoenfeld
Barbara klein and stanley l. schrier
tamar rudnick and noam shendar
simone and morton shrager
Judith and lee shulman
louise and charles silverberg
rabbi serena eisenberg and yaron simler
ann and elon spar
margot parker and Joel B. spolin 
madeline and isaac stein
lucy suzar and lawrence steinman 
russell steinweg
linda and samuel strober
Jeremy sugerman
cecille taylor
cynthia trop

stephanie F. green and Zeke vanderhoek
Joyce Farrell and Brian a. Wandell
edith B. gelles and michael Weiss
Deborah and peter l. Wexler
karen and seth J. yoskowitz

($250-$499)
anonymous (3)
constance stillinger and  

theodore m. alper
Joel alsfine
Joan Friedman and mark s. applebaum
Danny and addie arbeiter
Freddi l. aronov
amy Balsom
heidi and Jost Baum
eric m. Berg
mildred and paul Berg
marianne Berkovich
 B.J. and Jon e. Blum
recia and mark s. Blumenkranz
pei cao and Dan Boneh 
lori and ivan Brockman
Janet and gerald Buchwald
michael l. charlson
ilene and harvey cohen
peter cohen
murray cohn
Dr. gretchen Daily
Jill and richard edelson
christina and kenneth einstein
sari and James esserman
Julie lubetkin and marc Fagel
ms. randee Fenner
Donald Field
Dr. Forrest r. Frank
Jennifer h. Friedman
susan valeriote and kenneth goldman
carolyn henri and ronald green
tommer hadad
meira Falkovitz-halpern and Jerry halpern
Deborah hoffman

lorri and irving holzberg
myra h. strober and Jay Jackman
ellen Fuerst and michael a. Jacobs 
miriam and Jonathan a. Javitch
sandra and michael kanter
Daniel kapp
isaac and Jessica kato
sandy and scott katzman
irv g. kaye
Dean kedes
Judy and michael kitt
Joshua klevens
naomi and martin klughaupt
curtis kolovson
Dr. roger kornberg
richard kravitz
linda and mordecai kurz
carole and alan kushnir
gloria leiderman
atara and lanny D. levin
Joan levison
susan hershenson and  

marvin B. lieberman
Deana and seth D. linfield
mJ and gerald lopatin
matthew s. louchheim
charlene and richard D. maltzman
sheila cohen and richard mazze
David e. milkes
katherine Jolluck and norman naimark 
Judith l. eisenberg and mark oberman 
penny stroud and richard l. pam
Janis c. pepper
susan lefsey and marlon portes
David a. prince
katherine l. and gary reback
sharon and russell roberts
Bernard rubin
cynthia and allen J. ruby
susan and michael sabes
elisa and michael schenkman
paula and george schlesinger

elizabeth and michael schwartz
laurie seidler
abbe and Jerry m. seitzman
margot and michael l. shapiro
tali golan sherman
ilene sokoloff
carolyn and mark solomon
susan Wander sorkin and richard e. sorkin 
ronda spinak
Dr. victoria t. sweet
neil tuch
marian and Jeffrey D. urman
anita and ira Wallace
renee and herman Winick
meryl Winnikoff
steven Wolens
connie Wolf
Xuling Wu
elizabeth Z. and yechiel g. yehuda
steve Zelinger
Jessica nutik Zitter and mark r. Zitter

ADDITIOnAL SUPPOrT FrOM  

COrPOrATE, COMMUnITY 
AnD STAnFOrD AFFILIATED 
SPOnSOrS
Bank of america
the David project
hillel: the Foundation for Jewish campus life
israel on campus coalition
masa israel Journey
palantir technologies
precourt institute for energy
Quest
stanford art institue
stanford Feminist, gender, and sexuality 

studies
stanford office for religious life
taube center for Jewish studies
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ExECUTIVE  
COMMITTEE
susan Wolfe 

President
ellen konar 

Vice President
amy Balsom 

Treasurer
cindy anderson 

Secretary
shelley hébert 

Immediate Past President
Jeffrey r. koseff 

Faculty

MEMBErS
David Braun
maddie chang
Ben Davidson
sheryl elias
michael englander
marcus Feldman
charlotte Fonrobert
Deborah golder
steve goodman
Justin hefter
asher kaye
Barry kramer

David lobel
carrie lynn keller
rachel roberts
selig sacks
ophir samson
Joseph shayani
susie sorkin
adam Winnick
Jonathan york
Diane Zack
or gozal  

Board fellow
rabbi patricia karlin-neumann 

Ex-officio

STAFF
rabbi serena eisenberg 

Executive Director
rabbi Daniel silverstein 

Director of Jewish Life and Learning
Jeremy ragent 

Assistant Director
Danielle tucker 

Program and Marketing Administrator
Jed rich 

ENGAJ Director
Jeffrey sweet 

Design Jewish Initiative Director
rebecca avera 

Israel Fellow

susan Feist 
Development Associate

audrey samon 
Operations Manager

pat Waters 
Finance Manager

rich stoner 
Facilities Manager

HALF-CEnTUrY ACADEMIC 
LEADErSHIP COMMITTEE 
J. myron atkin 
arthur Bienenstock 
martin Breidenbach 
martin carnoy 
richard cottle 
larry J. Diamond 
stanley Falkow 
marcus Feldman 
John Felstiner 
charlotte Fonrobert 
victor r. Fuchs 
theodore geballe 
edith gelles 
steven goodman 
andrew hoffman 
mark horowitz 
lorrin koran 
Jeffrey r. koseff 
stephen krasner 
shoshana levy 
ronald levy 
lawrence marshall 
paul milgrom 
rudolf moos 
ingram olkin 
Donald ornstein 
richard popp 
Jack rakove 
noah rosenberg 

peter rudd 
Debra satz 
alan schatzberg 
myron scholes 
lee shulman 
peter D.l. stansky 
kathryn stoner-Weiss 
myra strober 
lubert stryer 
philip sunshine 
Jeffrey ullman 
Brian Wandell 
lewis Wexler 
terry Winograd 
steven Zipperstein 

HALF-CEnTUrY 
HOnOrArY COMMITTEE 
gioia and John arrillaga 
selma and kenneth arrow 
consul general andy David 
sarah Delson and larry kramer 
the hon. Dianne Feinstein 
Jill and John Freidenrich 
ann and thomas l. Friedman 
marcia and John goldman 
robin and Donald kennedy 
Donna norton and michael mcFaul 
Barbara oshman 
ruth and Judea pearl 
eli reinhard 
carol and harry saal 
garth saloner 
lela and gerry sarnat 
stacy schusterman and steven Dow 
charlotte and the hon. george p. shultz 
marian and the hon. abraham D. sofaer 
Dianne and tad taube 
Bonnie and marty tenenbaum 

Board of Directors
the Board of Directors for hillel@stanford is comprised of 
stanford students, faculty and staff, parents, alumni, and 
local community members.

A n n I V E r S A r Y  Y E A r 

EVEnTS
Jan and Feb 2016  hillel@stanford half-

century history Display at green library

Spring 2016  celebration in los angeles

April 1-3, 2016  CELEBrATIOn wEEKEnD

highlights include:
•	 Guided	tour	of	rare	books	and	archival	

collections from the Judaica works of 
stanford university libraries

•	 Shabbat	services	with	musical	guest	
craig taubman

•	 Shabbat	dinner
•	 Community	Open	House	featuring	

faculty speakers
•	 Havdallah	and	concert
•	 Sermon	by	Rabbi	Patricia	Karlin-

neumann, senior associate Dean for 
religious life, “Drawing attention to 
the sacred: scribal arts in religious 
traditions” 

•	 Performance	by	Jewish	Women’s	Theatre

Summer 2016   celebration in tel aviv

Fall 2016   50th anniversary of hillel high holy 
Day services and Dedication of the hillel 
community torah on the stanford campus

PAST EVEnTS

Oct 1, 2015   celebration in new york

Oct 11, 2015  anniversary year kickoff & 
community torah project launch

Oct 23, 2015  homecoming/reunion and 
shabbat Dinner & young alumni spotlights

half-century year events generously underwritten in 
part by grants from the taube and koret Foundations



HILLEL@STAnFOrD
taube hillel house & koret pavilion at the Ziff center for Jewish life

565 mayfield ave, stanford, ca 94305
p.o. Box 20526, stanford, ca 94309

hillelatstanford@stanford.edu
www.stanford.hillel.org


