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MA Program
Our nationally recognized MA program in Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies allows students, who have strong 
backgrounds in the region, the flexibility to pursue their own academic interests while providing intellectual cohesion through 
curriculum that addresses historical and contemporary trends in the field. 

Below the members of the CREEES MA class of 2014 reflects on their experience at Stanford.

Brigid Connor
I was attracted to Stanford’s REEES program because it offered a master’s program in one year, the 
only program in this field in the US to do so.  The element of time was a concern because I already 
held a master’s degree in historical musicology.  My goal was to gain an understanding of eighteenth- 
and nineteenth-century Russian history and culture in order to better approach the music of these 
centuries.  In the autumn quarter, I enrolled in a seminar entitled Aural Architecture, which explored 
the multisensory aspects of liturgical ritual through an interdisciplinary approach.  Although 
the course examined Hagia Sophia, a Byzantine structure, as an exemplar of this phenomenon, I 
found the themes of the multisensory ritual and space in defining the sacred to resonate with Pyotr 

Tchaikovsky’s conception of his sacred works, Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom and All-Night Vigil.  The instructor for this 
course, Professor Bissera Pentcheva, has been immensely insightful and inspiring as my advisor on the capstone project 
that evolved from this course.  After this program, I intend to apply to doctoral programs in historical musicology and 
continue to focus on Russian music.  Through coursework, resources, and my capstone project, Stanford’s REEES program 
has not only given me solid foundational knowledge, but also equipped me with better tools for research.

Jake Parsley
My journey to CREEES was unexpected. Although I started studying Russian only at the end of my 
undergraduate career, I soon found myself in Kazakhstan as a Peace Corps Volunteer and subsequently 
at Russian universities in Moscow and St. Petersburg. While working, studying, and traveling widely 
in the region, I realized that I wanted to pursue a Russian Studies graduate degree. The Stanford 
program has been an ideal opportunity not only to deepen my knowledge of the region, but also to 
expand my expertise outside of Russia and Central Asia to include the countries of Eastern Europe. 
The chance to explore diverse academic fields in an interdisciplinary framework has been invaluable 
and will surely inform my future career. I hope to pursue a federal career, either in the Foreign Service 
or the Department of State, and the CREEES masters program has given me a wealth of knowledge to draw from in the 
coming years. An integral part of my CREEES experience has been the flexibility of the capstone project. I have been able 
to combine my Russian-language research skills and passion for literature and history to develop a project about memoirs 
of the Soviet-Afghan war. I am deeply thankful for the opportunity to have been a “CREEESnik”.

Charlie Powell
I was attracted to the Stanford’s REEES MA program because of its brevity, flexibility, and prominence 
as a Title VI National Resource Center. After deciding that I needed to dedicate serious energy to 
pursuing what was once a flickering interest in the region, the Stanford MA was the obviously the 
top choice. Stanford has an abundance of resources available to students: the Hoover archives, which 
has a phenomenal collection of assorted Soviet documents; the faculty, which hosts many Russian, 
East European, and Eurasian scholars; and of course CREEES, which is authorized to disburse the 
FLAS for relevant language study. Perhaps the most defining feature of the Stanford program is the 

small cohort size and extremely focused staff: the MA is the flagship of CREEES, and I definitely feel like I’m receiving a 
bespoke educational experience. This year, I’ve spent most of my time researching late Soviet science in the civilian and 
defense sectors, mostly related to spaceflight and rocketry. David Holloway, an authority on Soviet science programs, 
advised my capstone project. After graduation, I’ll be taking a momentary break from academia to practice my Russian 
language skills. The plan is to head east until I find the Pacific again.
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Sheena Wildes
I appreciate the opportunities the REEES MA program has provided for me to simultaneously advance 
my knowledge of the Russian language, gain exposure to a variety of interdisciplinary topics, and 
pursue a flexible and personalized course of study.  Over the past three quarters, I have specifically 
focused on the study of nineteenth-century Russian novels under the guidance of Stanford’s Slavic 
Department faculty.  Professor Monika Greenleaf was the faculty advisor for my capstone project, which 
explored the influences of Plato’s Symposium discernible in Tolstoy’s ideals of marriage as depicted in 
the conclusion to War and Peace. In autumn 2014,  I will be starting Stanford’s PhD program in Slavic 
Languages and Literatures. I am excited for the opportunity to continue my studies here at Stanford. 
I credit the REEES MA program with helping me to solidify my particular academic interests while providing a firm 
foundation for future PhD study.

Robin Swearingen
I was drawn to the REEES program after working in Central Asia for an extended period as a Peace Corps volunteer and NGO 
project manager. I wanted to deepen my knowledge of Central Asian history, study the Russian and Persian languages, and learn 
more about current political issues in the NIS and Eastern Europe. For my capstone project, I investigated the geo-political and 
ethnographic issues surrounding the formation of the Tajik Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic by the Bolsheviks and Tajik 

intelligentsia in the 1920s. My advisers were Professors Amir Weiner and Robert Crews. At Stanford, 
I have been able to take a broad range of interesting courses pertaining to Russian and Soviet history, 
contemporary social and political issues in the NIS, literature, and cinema. I have also substantially 
improved my foreign language skills due to the outstanding instructors here. Upon graduation, I plan to 
work for the Federal government or in an international development firm that has programs in the NIS. 
While I chose the REEES program primarily to satisfy my intellectual curiosity, I think that my enhanced 
knowledge of Eurasian history, politics, and languages will be valuable assets to work in this complex 
region.

Caroline Schottenhamel
My interest in the region is founded on an internship with a German NGO in Niš, Serbia. After having 
studied at the Kazan State University in 2009-2010, I graduated from the University of Passau, Germany, 
in 2011 with a BA in International Cultural and Business Studies. I majored in Slavic history and cultures 
as well as business studies, while taking minors in languages. At Stanford, after attending a class on 
Soviet civilization, I investigated the role of folk dance ensembles in Soviet propaganda. In this project, I  
examined how the Soviet government instrumentalized folk dance as a means of promoting the socialist-
soviet values and ideology throughout the Soviet Union as well as abroad. Apart from deepening my 
knowledge of the region’s history and culture, the REEES program enabled me to explore new approaches 
to familiar topics. As an example serves a class on Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina in dialogue with contemporary philosophical, social, 
and ethical thought, where I analyzed the women in the novel through the sociological framework of Émile Durkheim. The 
exposure to a variety of topics and disciplines via talks given by scholars, officials, artists, and others engaged in and with the 
region further broadened my horizons.












