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An ExcepAonally 
Valuable Resource – 

ParAcularly in the West 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Working to Find 
SoluAons 



Step 1: 
Better Information & Science 
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30% Recovery Rate 



Improve Our Ability to 
Characterize & Monitor 

Groundwater 



Improve Our 
Understanding 

of Groundwater-
Dependent 

Ecosystems 



Help Optimize 
Groundwater 

Banking 



Step 2:  
Identify Best Policy Practices 
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Step 3: 
Promote Action 

and Reform 



AcAon‐PromoAng InformaAon 

•  Pumping costs 

•  Water quality 
degradaAon 
–  Value of lost water 
–  Clean‐up costs 
–  Damage to appliances 

•  Subsidence damages 

•  VisualizaAon of future 
–  Impact 
–  Timing 



Third Party Pressure 
State‐Mandated Goals 

•  “CooperaAve Federalism” 
–  State determines goal 
–  Local regions implement 

•  Examples 
–  Australia 
–  Utah 



Legal Mandates  

•  Endangered Species Act 
–  Edwards Aquifer 

•  Public Trust Doctrine 
–  Hawaii 
–  California lawsuit in 
progress 



Step 4: 
Convening & 

Educating 



Discussion 

1.  Are these the right four steps? 
2. Where should we focus? 
3. Other soluAon ideas? 
4. Other advice? 


